






For the reasons set forth above, OAN recommends that the White House Press Office 
embrace the model of the Public Information Office of the United States Supreme Coun. The 
White House should assert control over access to White House grounds and no longer abdicate 
that responsibility to a private organization. It should assert control over the credentialing and hard 
passes of White House correspondents in accord with viewpoint neutrality and due process. Seat 
assignments in the Briefing Room or otherwise when space must be rationed should be made by 
the White House Press Office by using a lottery or a first-come, first-serve principle to safeguard 
viewpoint neutrality. The same viewpoint neutral selection standards should apply if other White 
House space, equipment, or access must be rationed. 

Viewpoint neutrality under the First Amendment is too important in press coverage of the 
White House to be left to the private biases of the WHCA. 

We would welcome the opportunity to assist in drafting requirements and procedures to 
implement OAN's recommendation. If nothing changes, the White House itself may be vulnerable 
to suit for passive participation in constitutional violations . 

.,-..;..Very truly yours, 

4.AV1���""' 

Bruce Fein 
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Requirements And Procedures For Issuing 
Supreme Court Press Credentials 

Introduction 

The Supreme Court's Public Information Office (PIO) provides the general public and 
professional joumalists with infonnation about the Court and its work. Among its many 
responsibilities, the PIO administers the Court's press credentialing process, which includes 
issuing hard passes (full-time credentials) and day passes. Although a hard pass may not be 
essential for reporting on the Court, it confers privileges that journalists find helpful, including 
access to seats in the Courtroom during Court sessions; use of the pressroom facilities and office 
resources; assigned personal work space; and access to the Court building after normal business 
hours. In addition, the PIO provides credentialed reporters with information and guidance, 
beyond what is provided to the public, that facilitates their work. Twenty-six journalists currently 
hold hard passes. The PIO also issues more than I 000 day passes every Court Term, providing 
single-day access to the Courtroom and pressroom to individuals seeking to observe a particular 
Court session. 

The PIO's seven-member staff must carefully allocate the limited space and resources available 
for press usage. The Courtroom has a limited number of scats set aside exclusively for the media, 
and the press room has 18 carrels for the media's use. To ensure efficient allocation of space and 
resources, the PIO has traditionally reserved hard passes for full-time professional journalists 
employed by media organizations that have records of substantial and original news coverage of 
the Court and a demonstrated need for regular access to the Court's press facilities. The PIO 
makes no assessment of the content or quality of a journalist's coverage in the credentialing 
process. But because the Court's fundamental function is adjudication of important issues, the 
PIO must ensure that press credentialing does not create any appearance of partiality or unfair 
advantage among litigants or attorneys engaged in the Court's judicial processes. And because a 
press credential provides access to non-public spaces, the PIO must also be attentive to security 
concerns. 

To better meet those demands and the needs of journalists, to provide greater transparency about 
the credentialing process, and to address changes in the journalism profession, the PIO adopted 
new requirements and procedures for issuing Supreme Court hard passes and day passes in 
February 2015. Commentary is included to explain the rationale for the requirements and 
procedures and to guide their interpretation. All current holders of hard passes are required to 
submit applications to renew their credentials for the next term by August 1. 
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