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P R O C E E D I N G S

MR. FOLIO:  Good morning.  This is a transcribed

interview of Amos Hochstein conducted by the Senate

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs and

the Senate Committee on Finance.  This interview was

requested by Chairman Ron Johnson and Chairman Charles

Grassley as part of the Committees' investigation of whether

there were any actual or apparent conflicts of interest or

any other wrongdoing with regard to the Obama

administration's Ukraine policy or Burisma Holdings as well

as related matters.

On December 18, 2019, Chairmen Grassley and Johnson

requested Mr. Hochstein's appearance for a voluntary

transcribed interview and certain categories of documents. 

In response, Mr. Hochstein through counsel notified the

Committees that there were no responsive documents for the

requested materials.

Mr. Hochstein, can you please state your name for the

record?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Amos Hochstein.

MR. FOLIO:  Good morning, Mr. Hochstein.  My name is

Joseph Folio, and I am Chief Counsel for the Homeland

Security and Governmental Affairs Committee.  I will first

introduce Chairman Johnson's staff in the room with me

today.  Then I will ask staff for the additional members
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participating in the interview to introduce themselves.

So for Chairman Johnson, in addition to myself, I am

joined in the room by Scott Wittmann, Brian Downey, Sarah

Smerling, and Will Sacripanti.

I will ask Chairman Grassley's staff to introduce

themselves.

MR. BRADY:  Hello, Mr. Hochstein.  I'm Quinton Brady. 

I am an Investigative Counsel for Senator Grassley.  I will

be joined by my colleague who is Deputy Chief Oversight

Counsel Joshua Flynn-Brown.  He is currently with Senator

Grassley right now, and so at this point I'd like to

introduce Senator Grassley's opening statement as Exhibit 1.

[Hochstein Exhibit No. 1 was

marked for identification.]

MR. BRADY:  Thank you.

MR. FOLIO:  Thank you, Quinton.

Ranking Member Peters' staff?

MR. SCHRAM:  Good morning, Mr. Hochstein.  My name is

Zack Schram.  I am Chief Counsel with Ranking Member Peters. 

Thank you for your participation in today's interview.  The

minority's participation today is not an endorsement of the

investigation.  This investigation advances a Russian

disinformation effort and is intended to interfere in the

2020 Presidential election 47 days from today.

In March 2020, as Vice President Biden emerged as the
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top Democratic contender, Chairman Johnson stated, "And if I

were a Democrat primary voter, I'd want these questions

satisfactorily answered before I cast my final vote."

Last month, in describing the investigation, Chairman

Johnson said, "I would think it would certainly help Donald

Trump win reelection and certainly be pretty good, I would

say, evidence about not voting for Vice President Biden."

On August 7th, the Director of National

Counterintelligence and Security Center, William Evanina,

issued an unclassified assessment of foreign election

threats, stating, "Russia is using a range of measures to

primarily denigrate former Vice President Biden.  For

example, pro-Russia Ukrainian Parliamentarian Andrii Derkach

is spreading claims about corruption--including through

publicizing leaked phone calls--to undermine former Vice

President Biden's candidacy and the Democratic Party."

Last week, the Treasury Department sanctioned Mr.

Derkach.  In a statement the Treasury Department said the

following:  "From at least late 2019 through mid-2020,

Derkach waged a covert influence campaign centered on

cultivating false and unsubstantiated narratives concerning

U.S. officials in the upcoming 2020 Presidential election,

spurring corruption investigations in both Ukraine and the

United States designed to culminate prior to election day. 

Derkach's unsubstantiated narratives were pushed in Western
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media through the coverage of press conferences and other

news events, including interviews and statements.  Between

May and July 2020, Derkach released edited audiotapes and

other unsupported information with the intent to discredit

U.S. officials, and he levied unsubstantiated allegations

against U.S. and international political figures.  Derkach

almost certainly targeted the U.S. voting populace,

prominent U.S. persons, and members of the U.S. Government

based on his reliance on U.S. platforms, English language

documents, and videos and pro-Russian lobbyists in the

United States used to propagate his claims."

The Chairmen's investigation has provided the

committees as a platform to amplify the Russian attack on

our election described by the Treasury Department and Mr.

Evanina.

I would also note we are conducting this interview

remotely because we are in the midst of a pandemic that has

created an extraordinary public health crisis in the United

States.  Since this investigation started, nearly 200,000

Americans have died of COVID.  The Homeland Security and

Governmental Affairs Committee has jurisdiction over

pandemic preparedness and response, and yet this Committee

has now spent more than twice as much time on the record in

this investigation than it has devoted to all of its COVID

hearings combined.
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As Chairman Johnson told a radio host on August 12th,

"Whether I'm in D.C. or not, I'm working on this almost

nonstop.  Okay?  So is my staff."

Ranking Member Peters believes that this investigation

is a misuse of Committee resources that does not advance the

health, safety, or economic security of Americans consistent

with our Committee's mission.  Minority staff have a right

and responsibility to be here, and we will do our best to

ensure that you are treated fairly, that the record is

accurate and complete, and that the national security

interest of the United States is protected.

I am joined by my colleagues Soumya Dayananda, Roy

Awabdeh, and Valerie Shen.

MR. FOLIO:  In response to the opening statement by

Ranking Member Peters' staff, I'll just note three things.

Any assertion that the investigation is used or is not

based on [inaudible] information is simply not based in any

fact, not one fact.  And whether it's said 3 times or 300

times, that doesn't make it true.

What we are here to investigate is the undisputed facts

of the position that Hunter Biden took on the board of

Burisma at the time that his father was the U.S. head of

Ukraine policy and what conflicts, if any, that created for

U.S. Ukraine policy, which goes to the heart of the Homeland

Security and Governmental Affairs jurisdiction.
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And, furthermore, I think I looked the other day, and

the Committee has held at least six if not seven hearings on

COVID, and I can't speak for how much work Ranking Member

Peters does in the background, but I know Chairman Johnson

has several dozen staff, and we work tirelessly on that day

in and day out.

Ranking Member Wyden's staff?

MR. BERICK:  Hi, this is Dave Berick.  I'm the Chief

Investigator for the Democratic staff on the Finance

Committee.  I'm accompanied this morning by Josh Heath,

Michael Osborn-Grosso, and Dan Goshorn.  We associate

ourselves with the remarks that Mr. Schram gave, and the

Senator has made public statements on this.

Thank you.

MR. FOLIO:  Thank you, Dave.

Would the State Department officials on the line please

introduce themselves?

MR. KILLION:  Bill Killion, Legislative Affairs.

MR. FOLIO:  Thank you, Bill.

MR. KRAMER:  Joe, before we get going, could I clarify

one thing?  I wasn't sure if there was an opening statement

offered on behalf of Senator Grassley.  We obviously didn't

hear anything.  Was there some sort of piece of paper put

into the record here?

MR. FOLIO:  There was.  Quinton Brady offered an
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opening statement by Senator Grassley and introduced it as

Exhibit 1 into the record.  And I think [inaudible] just

gave me a heads up that it was emailed.

MR. KRAMER:  Okay.  So it's on the way to my email

account?

MR. FOLIO:  That's my understanding, yes.

MR. KRAMER:  Okay.  Thank you.

MR. SCHRAM:  So has the minority staff been copied on

that email?

MR. FOLIO:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  Thank you.

MR. KRAMER:  And just for the record, as of now I

haven't received it.

MR. FOLIO:  I think it's being composed and sent right

now.  And just to clarify, it was the opening statement by

Chairman Grassley's--Joshua Flynn-Brown, his Chief

Investigative Counsel.

MR. KRAMER:  Understood.  And, obviously, we reserve

the right to respond to it once we have a chance to read it.

MR. FOLIO:  Yeah, and just to provide a sneak preview,

I think it's more so addressed at the opening statement of

Mr. Schram.

I'll now explain how the interview will proceed.  The

Federal Rules of Civil Procedure do not apply to any of the

Committees' investigative activities, including transcribed
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interviews.

The way questioning will proceed is that we will

alternate between the majority and minority staff for 1 hour

each.  The majority staff will begin, proceed for 1 hour,

and the minority staff will then have an hour to ask its own

questions.  Then we will rotate back and forth until there

are no more questions and the interview will be over.

During the interview we will do our best to limit the

number of people who are directing questions at you during

any give hour.  That said, from time to time a follow-up or

clarifying question may be helpful.  And so if that's true,

you may hear from other folks around the virtual table. 

Because we are virtual, I'm going to ask everyone to please

speak up, take your time, and try not to speak over others.

The court reporter is going to create a verbatim record

of what we discuss today.  With that in mind, Mr. Hochstein,

it's important that you respond to questions verbally.  The

reporter cannot record nonverbal responses such as gestures. 

Do you understand that?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. FOLIO:  We encourage witnesses that appear before

the Committee to freely consult with counsel.  Mr.

Hochstein, do you have counsel present with you today?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I do.

MR. FOLIO:  And, counsel, can you please state your
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name for the record?

MR. KRAMER:  My name is Kelly Kramer.  I'm joined by

Richard Ben-Veniste.

MR. FOLIO:  Thank you, Kelly and Richard.

Mr. Hochstein, we want you to answer our questions

today in the most complete and truthful manner possible, so

we're going to take our time.  If you have any questions or

you do not understand what we're asking, please let us know

and we'll be happy to repeat or clarify.  Do you understand?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. FOLIO:  Great.  This interview is unclassified, so

if any question we ask calls for a response that would

implicate classified information, please state that for the

record as well as any reason why you think the information

is classified.  And once you've done that, we would ask you

to respond with as much classified information as possible. 

If we need to address things in a classified session, we can

discuss how to do that later.

It's the Committees' practice to honor valid common law

privilege claims as an accommodation to a witness or party

when those claims are made in good faith and accompanied by

sufficient explanation so the Committees can evaluate the

claim.  When deciding whether to honor the privilege, the

Committee weighs its need for the information against any

legitimate basis for withholding it.
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This interview is occurring without prejudice to any

future discussions with the Committees, and we reserve the

right to request your participation in future interviews or

to compel testimony.

Mr. Hochstein, if you need to take a break, let us

know.  We ordinarily will take a 5-minute break in between

the 1-hour questioning session.  But if you need to take a

break before then or in between, just tell us.

Mr. Hochstein, you're required to answer questions

before Congress truthfully.  Do you understand that?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I do.

MR. FOLIO:  This also applies to questions posed by

congressional staff in an interview, and specifically 18

U.S.C. Section 1001 makes it a crime to make any materially

false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation

in the course of a congressional investigation, and this

statute applies to your statements here today.  Do you

understand that?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I do.

MR. FOLIO:  Is there any reason, Mr. Hochstein, that

you are unable to provide truthful answers to the questions

we ask today?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't believe so.

MR. FOLIO:  Finally, Mr. Hochstein, we ask that you not

speak with anyone about what we discuss in this interview or
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anyone else outside of the room in order to preserve the

integrity of our investigation, and we also ask that you not

remove any exhibits or other documents from this virtual

room.  Do you understand and agree?

MR. KRAMER:  Yeah, we don't agree to that.

MR. FOLIO:  What is your problem with that?

MR. KRAMER:  This isn't grand jury testimony.  Mr.

Hochstein has a First Amendment right to express himself and

to say anything he wants about the process.

MR. FOLIO:  Just to be clear, you have those same

rights in a grand jury.

MR. KRAMER:  I understand that. [Inaudible] the press

conference on the steps of the grand jury, as you well know,

after testifying.

MR. FOLIO:  I do.  I just want to be clear that you're

reserving the right to do that.  Again, our point is simply

that, you know, speaking about what we talk about today

outside of the interview is something that we're asking you

not to do, and the purpose is to protect the integrity of

our investigation.  For example, if you were to tell other

people what you were testifying to, and then we were to

speak to those people as witness subjects, we'd be very

concerned about the integrity of our investigation and the

purpose for which you'd be speaking to other witnesses and

why you'd be telling them that or telling things to the
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press.  But I addressed, you addressed it.

MR. KRAMER:  Yeah, just to be clear, Mr. Folio, we

intend to behave appropriately at all times, but we're not

willing to surrender any First Amendment rights.

MR. FOLIO:  All right.  Thanks, Kelly.

All right.  Does anyone have any questions before we

begin?

[No response.]

MR. FOLIO:  Let's start the clock for the majority's 1

hour.

Mr. Hochstein, can you please tell us what positions

you held in the State Department during the Obama

administration?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I was the Deputy Assistant Secretary

for Energy Diplomacy followed by Special Envoy and

Coordinator for International Energy Affairs, and as that,

the Bureau of Energy Resources reported to me.

MR. FOLIO:  Can you please tell us the time periods

that you held each of those positions?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah, from 2011 until 2014 I was the

Deputy Assistant Secretary.  From 2014 to 2017, I was the

Special Envoy and Coordinator and led the Energy Resources

Bureau.

MR. FOLIO:  And for your position from 2011 to 2014, if

we were staring at the State Department org chart, which
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part of the State Department did you fall within?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I was in the E family.

COURT REPORTER: [inaudible].

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I am moving the computer a little bit

closer to me, so--the microphone, so hopefully this is

better.  

COURT REPORTER: [inaudible].

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Sorry.  I'll speak up.

MR. FOLIO:  All right.  So, Mr. Hochstein, maybe one

more time to be clear then.  So from 2011 to 2014, can you

please state your title and the place you sat on the State

Department org chart?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  From 2011 to 2014, I was the Deputy

Assistant Secretary for Energy Diplomacy in the Bureau of

Energy Resources.  The Bureau was part of the E section of

the State Department.

MR. FOLIO:  And what position did you hold from 2014 to

2017?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I was the Special Envoy and Coordinator

for International Energy Affairs, and as such I led the

Bureau of Energy Resources.

MR. FOLIO:  And when you were in the Bureau of Energy

Resources, to whom did you report?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  When I was the Deputy Assistant

Secretary, I reported to the Special Envoy Carlos Pascual. 
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When I was the Special Envoy, I worked through the E family

of rows, the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs, but as

customary in the State Department, I reported directly to

the Secretary.

MR. FOLIO:  And at that time, 2014 to 2017, who was the

Under Secretary?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Cathy Novelli.

MR. FOLIO:  So can you just explain, potentially

disaggregate your reporting structure?  So you were under

Ms. Novelli, but you also reported directly to the

Secretary?  How would that occur in practice?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Assistant Secretaries with the State

Department by custom reported--have a reporting line

directly to the Secretary.  That means that we write--we can

write notes and report directly to the Secretary without

going through the Under Secretary.  However, we stayed in

close coordination with the Under Secretary.

MR. FOLIO:  So to whom did you report most frequently?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  To the Secretary.

MR. FOLIO:  What was your relationship with the Office

of the Vice President?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The Vice President had taken an

interest in and a lead role in some areas that related to

energy security and international energy affairs.  When he

asked for things and was interested in understanding more of
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the subject or wanted to--or had travel related to the

subject, I was asked to brief him and accompany him on

trips.

MR. FOLIO:  Can you please describe in a little more

detail the Vice President's interest and lead role in energy

security issues at that time?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Well, there were a number of areas

around the world where energy played a critical role in

foreign policy and national security that the Vice President

had taken a lead role on, areas such as the Eastern

Mediterranean where we were working to ensure that

[inaudible] discovered, sorry Israel and Cyprus were used to

further U.S. goals, or in Europe where Russia at the time

was posing a real danger and a threat to certain European

countries, trying to leverage their energy resources

delivered and their monopoly status or near-monopoly status

in those countries or to leverage that to threaten those

countries and to divide Europe, to push them towards

supporting Russian activities.

The Vice President also took a lead role in areas in

the Caribbean and Central America.  Venezuela was using a

similar tactic to use their corrupt practices to influence

countries in the Caribbean and Central America to vote and

act against U.S. foreign policy interests.  I was asked to

[inaudible] that area as well.  And after the Maidan, we
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were seeking to root out corruption.  Energy was an area

that [inaudible] corruption in Europe, in Eastern Europe, so

I was asked to help in rooting out the corruption in the

energy sector.

MR. KRAMER:  And, Joe, I'm going to just suggest to

Amos, for the court reporter's benefit, if you could just

try to slow down just a little bit on answers, I think it

would probably make life easier for her.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  My apologies.

MR. FOLIO:  I think if you have to tell Amos that, you

probably need to tell me that as well.

Who were your points of contact in the Office of the

Vice President?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Over the years there were different

people as they were [inaudible] staff and depending on what

the subject was.  I had dealt with his National Security

Adviser and Deputy National Security Adviser, his lead

points on the different regions.  So in Europe, the Europe

region lead, the Latin America lead, Middle East leads, et

cetera.

MR. FOLIO:  Can you please just identify those folks by

name?  Who was his National Security Adviser?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Jake Sullivan, Colin Kahl, Jeff

Prescott, Eli --

MR. FOLIO:  Would you mind just tying the folks with
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their titles, just so the record is clear?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  My apologies.  National Security

Adviser for a short period of time was Jake Sullivan.  His

successor was Colin Kahl.  Their Deputies were Jeffrey

Prescott, Eli Lake, and then there were points of contact

for Europe, Michael Carpenter, and Anna Makanju, Juan

Gonzalez, and Dan Erikson were the points of contact for

Central America; and the Middle East--I forget--Dan Benaim

for a short period of time, and I forget his successor's

name.

MR. KRAMER:  Joe, could I interrupt for just one

second?  We're just having a technical thing here.  I'm just

going to turn some of these things off.

MR. FOLIO:  Sure.  It's been a little clearer for me

since you asked him to move closer to the microphone, but

some of the names from my perspective were a little hard to

hear.

MR. KRAMER:  We could dial in from the phone instead of

using the computer audio.  Would you like that?

MR. FOLIO:  Let me ask.  I feel like that might be more

trouble.

[Pause.]

MR. FOLIO:  Hey, Kelly?

MR. KRAMER:  Yes?

MR. FOLIO:  We might want to give that a try.  So
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obviously, just keep [inaudible] video perspective, and then

the two things that you would need to do, if you call in

from a conference phone, is you would not only need to mute-

-with a mute button, but if you go to audio-video,

[inaudible] second down, speaker and microphone settings,

you probably need to turn those to zero, and I think that

should kill the feedback.

MR. KRAMER:  Just give us a second to sort of regroup

in the room.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I can repeat the names, and I'll go

slowly, and interrupt me, Mr. Folio, if that's what you want

me to do.

MR. FOLIO:  Yeah, I think would be helpful.  That's

great, thank you.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The national security advisors were

Jake Sullivan for a short time, and Colin Kahl.  Their

Deputy, Jeffrey Prescott and Eli Lake.  The point people for

Europe at different times were--actually, the first person,

she left in, I don't remember when.  There was somebody

before Michael Carpenter, and when she departed it was Anna

Makanju.  On Central America and South America it was Juan

Gonzalez and then Erikson, followed by Dan Benaim.  I think

in Middle East it was Dan Benaim followed by Mustafa Popal,

I think.  Don't hold me to that name.  And then different
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communications people that were occasionally in touch, were

on trips.

MR. FOLIO:  Did you report directly to the Office of

the Vice President?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The Vice President of the United

States, ultimately if I was asked to brief him, and if he

asked for me to accompany.  But my reporting structure was

always the [inaudible] Department.

MR. FOLIO:  Sure.  I know formally.  But I guess in

practice it sounds like if they asked for something you

would provide it.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.  As I [inaudible] other officials

at the rank of [inaudible], et cetera.

MR. FOLIO:  Sure, no, I understand.  And when you did

that, was that something that you ever coordinated through

Ms. Novelli or through the Secretary, or was it just more of

an, in practice, they would ask questions and you would

provide informational briefings?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't believe that I would brief Ms.

Novelli on that.  The Secretary was working closely with the

Vice President, on occasion, on what was going on, and were

his staff.

MR. FOLIO:  And could you please provide us with some

sense of the frequency with which you were interacting with

the Office of the Vice President, either the Vice President
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or his staff?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm not sure that I can answer that

question.

MR. FOLIO:  Were you speaking with them daily?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. FOLIO:  Weekly?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Some weeks, weekly.  Sometimes

[inaudible] or every other week.  It was really depending on

the intensity that were engaged in.  So it could be a while

where we didn't speak at all, and there would be times where

more on a daily basis.

MR. FOLIO:  Did your reporting structure, either

formally or informally, ever include Victoria Nuland?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I did not report to Victoria Nuland. 

She was my counterpart at the Bureau and we worked very

closely together.

MR. FOLIO:  And can you describe the issues on which

you worked very closely together?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  She was the Assistant Secretary for

Europe, so really all things that had to do with Europe.  So

whether it was--we did a lot of work together on the Cyprus

question, in Turkey, Eastern Europe, for a while in Bulgaria

and Croatia.  There was a dispute between Hungary and

Croatia that I worked very closely on matters related to

Ukraine, other matters related to Russia's activities in

Page 24

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



25

Europe and Azerbaijan.  So wherever that energy related to

national security in Europe, foreign areas that Europe cared

about, including in the counter-ISIL efforts and ISIL,

taking away their revenues from oil and gas.  We worked

together in the involvement of Turkey.

MR. FOLIO:  So with regard to U.S.-Ukraine policy, what

were your roles and responsibilities?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Well, just as in any other country, my

role was to look at what the energy--how energy played

within the U.S. relationship with the country.  That was

before the Maidan, but intensified after that time.  Ukraine

is a critical country for the rest of Europe, because the

way that the system works, because of the Cold War

infrastructure legacy, all gas from Russia that fed Eastern

Europe went through Ukraine.  Well, most of it went through

Ukraine and some went through Belarus.  So the two

pipelines, these massive pipelines through Ukraine, are the

artery through which Russia supplied gas to at least

Ukraine.  That was a route that the Russians, in the past,

on different occasions, had cut off in order to punish

Europe, when the Baltics were declaring independence and

again in '08, and then again in 2014.  

So my job was to do a few things.  One, to ensure that

the security of supply for the rest of Europe was

maintained, and when that was threatened in [inaudible] we
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did so successfully, through the reverse flows from Europe

into Ukraine, to ensure that Ukraine itself had a supply of

gas so that they didn't freeze in the winter.  Gas is used

in Europe largely for heating and less so for [inaudible]. 

And after the Maidan, when corruption was such a huge issue,

I was asked to look in the energy sector and see what we

could do to reform it and to help the new Ukrainian

government, the reformists, to help them in their efforts to

clean up the energy sector.

MR. FOLIO:  So with regard to particular issues that

would arise in Ukraine in a given moment, if you were

working on the issue, for example or hypothetically, who

were your primary points of contact?   Who were you working

with to resolve those issues at State or in the White House?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  So I would work very closely with--we

worked very closely with the Europe Bureau, European Affairs

Bureau, Victoria Nuland, and my staff would work with staff

on that, coordinate, inform the Secretary of State who was

having a lot of meetings with heads of state, and inform

people at the NSC, as well as the Europe people at the NSC,

as well as the Vice President's National Security staff.

MR. FOLIO:  We're a little familiar with the

interagency process as it was being right at that time. 

Could you just provide us with a sort of brief, high-level

description of what was the interagency process and also
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where did you fit into that process?

MR. KRAMER:  And just to be clear, when you say "at

that time," were you talking post Maidan?  Is that the--

MR. FOLIO:  Yeah, in the 2014 to 2017 period.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Okay.  So there were structures at the

NSC that coordinated the different agencies.  There was,

what was called at the time an IPC that was--my staff

participated in, that had different agencies as well as NSC

and OBP participated in that as well.  And then there was a

deputies' structure, that the Deputy Secretary, or his

designee, would participate in.  I would often either

accompany or participate with the deputies, and at times at

the IPCs.  That's where we reported on what was  going on in

the field, what we were proposing to do, and if there was no

consensus this would be elevated.  Different bureaus in the

State Department participated in that.  So when there were

discussions on Ukraine writ large I would probably

participate in those, but really only talk to the areas that

related to the corruption on the energy side, as others

would about military or intelligence areas.

And I would either accompany the deputy secretary if

the subject was primarily in my lane, or accompany the

deputy secretary or accompany somewhere else and address

just those areas at the deputies' meeting or a principals'

meeting.
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MR. FOLIO:  Who were your contacts at the National

Security Council?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Geez.  At the NSC it would have been

the Deputy National Security Advisor staff, but I don't

remember exactly who was the Europe--oh, Kupchan, Charlie

Kupchan was the senior director for Europe, for I think

Russia and some countries covering Ukraine.  Elizabeth

Sherwood-Randall was the senior director for other parts of

Europe for a while, before she became the Deputy Secretary

of Energy.  And [inaudible] who had changed on a regular--

fairly frequently, every year there was somebody else.

MR. FOLIO:  So within the interagency process, was Mr.

Kupchan on the same level as you?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I have no idea.  It's not--it's apples

and oranges.  I was Assistant Secretary and I don't know--I

don't know how to--I would talk to him--I guess from the

perspective that he and I would talk frequently, and his

staff would talk to my staff.  So I guess you can say that. 

But I don't know if that's technically accurate.  

MR. FOLIO:  So I guess my point is it sounds like you

have a staff, he has a staff, your staffs talk to each

other.  Is that correct?  And then you all talked to each

other.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Fair enough.

MR. FOLIO:  Did you ever speak with Elizabeth Zentos on
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the National Security Council?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. FOLIO:  Did you ever speak with Eric Ciaramella on

the National Security Council?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I may have.  I don't recall.

MR. FOLIO:  Any other individuals under Mr. Kupchan

that would have been a primary point of contact for you on

the National Security Council?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  If you said the names I may be

familiar, but I can't off the top of my head.

MR. FOLIO:  Okay.  Thank you.  At this point I'm going

to turn the questioning over to my colleague, Mr.  Scott

Wittmann.  Thank you.

MR. KRAMER:  I'm sorry.  Who is up next?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Scott Wittmann.

MR. KRAMER:  Scott Wittmann?  Thank you.

MR. WITTMANN:  Hi, Mr. Hochstein.  Can you hear me?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I can't hear you but I can't see you. 

Oh, there you are.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  Hello.  I'll make it a little

louder on my end.  Thank you for your time today, sir.

Were you aware that Hunter Biden served on Burisma's

board of directors in 2014?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  At some point in 2014 I became aware of

it, yes.
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MR. WITTMANN:  At some point, do you remember around

what time in 2014?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It was in the press at some point, and

I don't remember.  I believe it was in the spring, but I

don't recall.  But, you know, I don't recall specifically.

MR. WITTMANN:  So you're saying that you became aware

of it spring of 2014, because of press articles?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Correct.  That was how I first learned

of it.

MR. WITTMANN:  And did you engage in any conversations

after learning about this, with any of your colleagues at

the State Department?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  At the time I don't believe that I

engaged in any specific conversations with my colleagues.

MR. WITTMANN:  Did you have any particular reaction to

learning this news?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't believe so.

MR. WITTMANN:  At that time, did it raise any

particular concerns to you?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  I want to enter into the record

Exhibit No. 2.  Tab 1, please, Will.

[Hochstein Exhibit No. 2 was

marked for identification.]

MR. KRAMER:  And Mr. Wittmann, was there a Bates number
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or something?

MR. WITTMANN:  Sure.  Is this Kelly?

MR. KRAMER:  Yes.

MR. WITTMANN:  Yes.  It's Bates 342 to 344.

MR. KRAMER:  Okay.  I will give it to Mr. Hochstein.

MR. WITTMANN:  Sure, and Mr. Hochstein, it should

appear on your screen as well, if you want to take a look.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yep, I can see it.  

MR. WITTMANN:  Whatever works for you.  

On July 9, 2014, you forwarded this article to Melanie-

-my apologies if I mispronounce--

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Nakagawa.

MR. WITTMANN:  --Nakagawa, titled "Ukrainian employer

of Joe Biden's son hires a D.C. lobbyist."  In the email you

wrote, "FYI, per your email re: David Leiter."  Who is David

Leiter?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  David Leiter is a lobbyist who

represented Burisma for a while, I believe.

MR. WITTMANN:  And how did you become aware of Mr.

Leiter's representation of Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think it's in the article that you

just forwarded to me.

MR. WITTMANN:  I'm sorry.  Say that last part again.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It's in the article on the screen.

MR. WITTMANN:  Understood.  When you wrote to Ms.
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Nakagawa you said "per your email about Mr. Leiter."  Did

you have a discussion with Ms. Nakagawa about Mr. Leiter

prior to receiving this article?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It sure seems that way, but I can't

recall it.  David Leiter was mentioned in this article.  I

may have mentioned the article to her, but I really have no

idea.

MR. WITTMANN:  Is there a reason why Mr. Leiter would

have come up in a discussion at the State Department, other

than flagging this particular article?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't know.

MR. WITTMANN:  Outside of his representation, Mr.

Leiter's representation of Burisma, did you know of Mr.

Leiter in any other way besides that?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah.  I had met him a couple of times

in the past before I was at the State Department.  I knew

who he was.

MR. WITTMANN:  And prior to his representation of

Burisma, what sort of professional relationship or

interactions did you have with Mr. Leiter?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I really didn't.  I knew who he was.  I

believe he knew who I was.  We had some mutual contacts. 

And I may have had some casual conversations at a reception

with him but not much beyond that.  I didn't really have a

relationship per se.
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MR. WITTMANN:  Why was it important for you to share

this article about Mr. Leiter?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  This is--I don't know the answer.  This

is obviously six years ago.  I really don't--I don't recall

this conversation.

MR. WITTMANN:  Prior to joining or representing

Burisma, what roles did Mr. Leiter have, based on your

knowledge?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe he was a senior staff or

maybe even chief of staff to Senator Kerry.

MR. WITTMANN:  What was your reaction to this article?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I probably raised an eyebrow that they

had a lobbyist, but I don't know that I had much more of a

reaction than that.

MR. KRAMER:  So just to be clear, when they asked you

your reaction and your answer is "I probably," it sounds

like you may not remember a reaction at all.  So try to just

stick with the question and not go beyond.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Well, I don't remember what my specific

reaction was.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  Did you make the connection at

the time that Mr. Leiter was joining the same firm that

Hunter Biden was also a member of the board?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I mean, it's in the title of the

article.  But I can tell you I don't know what my specific
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thoughts were at the time.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  On the second page of this

article, or I should say of this email chain, which is the

second page of the article, in the second paragraph it

mentions Mr. Devon Archer and also Mr. Christopher Heinz. 

Do you know who Devon Archer is?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I do not.  Only from press reports.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  And Mr. Heinz?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I have never met Mr. Heinz.

MR. WITTMANN:  Were you aware of any business dealings

involving Hunter Biden, Devon Archer, and Chris Heinz?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. WITTMANN:  Outside of what's mentioned in this

article?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I've read articles about these

individuals but I have no independent knowledge of any of

that.

MR. WITTMANN:  I'm going to enter into the record

Exhibit No. 3.  Tab 2, please, Will.

[Hochstein Exhibit No. 3 was

marked for identification.]

MR. WITTMANN:  And, Mr Kramer, this is Bates number

316.

MR. KRAMER:  And Mr. Hochstein has a copy of that.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yep, I see it.
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MR. WITTMANN:  Okay, great.  On November 2, 2015, it

appears you agreed to arrange a meeting with Mr. Hunter

Biden based on this email.  Does that refresh your

recollection?

MR. KRAMER:  Yeah, I wouldn't--I don't think that I'd

accept that characterization, but you can ask him anything

you like.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I can see the email, and it says here

that Hunter Biden called my office--or his office, sorry,

asked for a meeting with me on a Friday, and I agreed to the

meeting.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  Why did you agree to meet with

Hunter Biden?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  He asked me for a meeting, and it

didn't--I don't--I don't know exactly why at the time I

agreed to meet, but I agreed to meetings.

MR. WITTMANN:  Sure.  Did you frequently meet with

Hunter Biden?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. WITTMANN:  Did he frequently request meetings with

you?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. WITTMANN:  Was it abnormal for him to request a

meeting with you?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I would say--the only thing I can
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answer that is by saying that I believe this was the only

time that he asked for a meeting.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  At the time did you know him

personally?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I had met Hunter Biden over the years. 

Again, we were friends or--but I knew who he was, and we had

seen each other at events.

MR. WITTMANN:  Did you communicate with him, emails,

phone calls?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No, I don't believe so.

MR. WITTMANN:  Did you and he discuss his business

dealings?

MR. KRAMER:  What do you mean by "business dealings"?

MR. WITTMANN:  Specifically, did you and he discuss his

association with Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Are you asking in general?

MR. WITTMANN:  In general or specific to this meeting. 

You can answer both.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The only time that I can think of that

we had a conversation where Burisma came up was during this

meeting.

MR. WITTMANN:  I'm--during this meeting.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  So there was a meeting around

this time period then?
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. WITTMANN:  What date did that meeting occur?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't know.  I don't remember details

outside of the email that you just showed me.

MR. WITTMANN:  Was it the purpose of this meeting for

Mr. Biden to discuss Burisma with you?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't recall if I was told what the

purpose of the meeting was beyond what I see in the email

here, which is generically asking for a meeting.

MR. WITTMANN:  At this meeting did you discuss anything

else other than Mr. Hunter Biden's role in Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah, if I recall correctly, we talked

a little bit about how he was doing.  It had been a tough

several months on him, and I told him how worried I was

about him and his father and his family.  So we talked a

little bit about that as well.

MR. WITTMANN:  Do you know why Hunter Biden wanted to

meet with you to discuss Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  He had wanted to know what my thoughts

were.

MR. WITTMANN:  Did you have thoughts about Burisma at

that time?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I had--yes, I did.

MR. WITTMANN:  And what were your thoughts?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  At that time--this is November of 2015-
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-we were starting to plan and think about a trip for the

Vice President to Ukraine.  We had been following the

increase in Russian propaganda in Ukraine in Russian media--

Russian language media outlets and pro-Moscow websites and

so on that were trying to create all kinds of separation

between U.K. and the United States, and his membership on

the board of Burisma had come up in the Russian propaganda

machine.

MR. WITTMANN:  And in what way did that influence your

thoughts or perspective on Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  That did not influence my thoughts on

Burisma.  But it is important to me--it was important to me

to always know what the lay of the land was and to know what

the--the Russians were using whatever they could whenever

they could, real or fictional, and sometimes a combination,

to undermine the U.S. relationship with Ukraine that had

been going on.  That was primarily the cause for the

revolution itself in 2014.  So I was following--so I

wouldn't say that this influenced me on Burisma.  This

continued to strengthen my view that the Russians were a

nefarious actor in Ukraine.

MR. WITTMANN:  At this time did you have a personal

perspective or view of Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Burisma was a private energy company

and one where I was involved in trying to urge the
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Government of Ukraine, forcefully trying to urge the

Government of Ukraine to cooperate with the prosecution in

the U.K. against its founder or its chairman.  I forget

[inaudible].

MR. WITTMANN:  Against its?  I'm sorry.  Say that last

part again?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Its Chairman, Mr. Zlochevsky.

MR. WITTMANN:  Mr. Zlochevsky.  At this time did you

associate Burisma as a corrupt company?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I certainly associated Burisma as

having a corrupt past that I believed needed to be

prosecuted.

MR. WITTMANN:  And in what way was Burisma's past

corrupt?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  There was an active case in the U.K.

that the U.S. Government was supporting against Mr.

Zlochevsky.  Unfortunately, the prosecutor's office in

Ukraine did not cooperate with the prosecutor's office in

the U.K., and that ultimately was a driving factor in

dismissing the case.  So that's the actions I was referring

to.

MR. KRAMER:  Just for clarity, what prosecutor's office

was that?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The PGU.  Mr. Shokin was the prosecutor

at the time.
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MR. WITTMANN:  At the time of the U.K. case?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe so.

MR. WITTMANN:  And what were the years in which that

case was active?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't recall the exact years.

MR. WITTMANN:  What were the years in which Mr. Shokin

served as the prosecutor general?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't remember his exact tenure.

MR. WITTMANN:  And in what way was the PGO's office not

cooperating with the U.K. case?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Not providing documents that were

requested by the U.K., and I think there was a general --

again, it's been 5 years.  I don't remember the details. 

But at the time we were concerned about the office not

cooperating, and the Ambassador in Ukraine--our Ambassador

and embassy were very concerned about that, as were other

elements of the U.S. Government.

MR. WITTMANN:  When were you made aware that the

prosecutor's office was not cooperating with the U.K. case?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't remember exactly when that was. 

You would have to--if there were documents in front of me, I

would review them, but I don't remember the timing.

MR. WITTMANN:  Do you recall a year at least?

MR. KRAMER:  So just to help orient you, the

Ambassador's speech--we talked about this issue--was in
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September 2015.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  September.

MR. KRAMER:  [Inaudible].

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  So it would have been in the 2015--

earlier in 2015, maybe late 2014.

MR. WITTMANN:  And do you know why the prosecutors were

not cooperating?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't--I don't know for a fact why. 

I would go to what they were thinking.  The theory of the

case was that they were supporting Mr. Zlochevsky.

MR. WITTMANN:  Why were they supporting Mr. Zlochevsky?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  That's a very good question.

MR. WITTMANN:  Do you have any indication?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I can only--I would only be able to

tell you what was the view of the U.S. Government at the

time, of different people in the U.S. Government, that he

was perhaps in a relationship with the prosecutor's office. 

Untoward relationship.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  Can you expand on that?  In what

was it untoward?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't know.  We just know that we

wanted the Ukrainian Government to cooperate with the

investigation.  We wanted there to be more attention to the

past activities of Mr. Zlochevsky as chairman and in the

time that he had, I guess, transitioned from Minister of
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Ecology, I believe, earlier in the 2000s, to the company,

and while they had paid lip service to investigation, there

wasn't an actual one.

MR. WITTMANN:  So the view of the State Department or

officials at the State Department was that the prosecutors

were not cooperating--that the Ukrainian prosecutors were

not cooperating with the U.K. case because of an untoward

relationship with Mr. Zlochevsky.  Did anyone in the State

Department raise any specific allegations as to--or, I

should say, were you aware of anyone in the State Department

raising specific allegations relating to the reason behind

why these prosecutors did not cooperate or took steps to

inhibit the U.K. case?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm sure there were State Department

officials who had theories of the case.  I can't recall who

said what at that time.

MR. WITTMANN:  Were you aware of State Department

officials raising concerns that these prosecutors may have

been bribed by Mr. Zlochevsky?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't recall, again, exactly what

people were saying.  There was some law enforcement traffic

on it at the time, but I can't recall exactly what that was,

and I probably wouldn't be able to share in this format if I

could.

MR. WITTMANN:  Now, you mentioned law enforcement. 
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What law enforcement?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Sorry.  I mean there was a Justice

Department official or officials that had been supporting

the case in the U.K.  But, again, I don't recall any

specific individuals' views on--or if there was a specific

view of what exact--how exactly the mechanism between Mr.

Zlochevsky and the prosecutor's office.  I think that--I

think we all felt it was the right thing to do for the

Ambassador, as the Ambassador to Ukraine, to express some of

those views publicly, which I believe he did in that speech

that was mentioned before.

MR. WITTMANN:  Just so I understand, the prosecutors in

the PGO's office at this time that were not cooperating and

that may have had an untoward relationship with Mr.

Zlochevsky, were these prosecutors, you know, sort of the

low-level prosecutors?  Or was this the actual prosecutor

general?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think--it was my view at the time

that things--when the U.S. Government and the international

community--this was not just the U.S. State Department. 

This was a coordinated effort with European Union, U.K.

Government, I believe some of the international financial

institutions such as the IMF, et cetera, that were

interested in this case, that when there's that much

attention to it, if it's not being responded to, it's
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probably coming from a more senior level.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  So by the time you met with Mr.

Hunter Biden in November 2015, this is now following

Ambassador Pyatt's September 2015 speech.  So at this point

it appears you have the awareness of Burisma's corrupt past

as well as these concerns relating to Mr. Zlochevsky, its

owner.  So is it fair to say that when you met with Mr.

Hunter Biden, you had awareness of Burisma's corrupt past?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah, it was fairly well known.  My

views were fairly well known.  I had raised this with

official in Ukraine myself on a number of occasions, that

past activities of Zlochevsky should be ironed out and

should be prosecuted.  So I think people knew what my

thoughts were about Mr. Zlochevsky's past.

MR. WITTMANN:  So let me backtrack.  Did you raise

these--you said your views were well known.  Your views were

well known in the State Department?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think that it--yes, in the State

Department, at the embassy in Kyiv, and by Ukrainian

officials.

MR. WITTMANN:  And who in the State Department would

you say was aware of your views regarding Burisma's

corruption?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  My guess is that the Ambassador in

Ukraine and his team, my staff, probably other bureaus, like
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the European Bureau.  I can't say for sure who else would

have known.

MR. WITTMANN:  And how did you make your views known to

those people?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  When I visited--well, I met with

Ukrainian officials and urged them to cooperate with the

investigation earlier when it was still relevant.  And I did

not do these meetings usually by myself, so there were

usually other folks there who communicated minutes of that

or general messages of that.  So [inaudible].

MR. WITTMANN:  Did you raise Burisma's corruption and

your other--the other information regarding the prosecutors

in Ukraine in frequent meetings at the State Department

relating to your responsibilities?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.  Only when--I don't know how often

I raised them.  And to be clear, we were looking--this was--

you know, separating out, we had work to do in Ukraine that

was current, and what we were trying to effect inside

Ukraine was--really the bulk of the effort was not around

this issue.  There were much bigger, more important issues

for the present into the future.  This was something about

clearing up the past, so prior to this period of time, there

were wrongdoings in the early 2000s that were being

investigated, and we thought--this wasn't a central piece of

our effort.  It was part of as you make strides as a young,
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new, renewed country after revolution and you want to come

to terms with your past, part of it is when there are cases

brought--and this was not a case brought by the U.S.

Government.  The U.S. Government supported the case.  It's

important to face those and to address those.  So the bulk

of my time and my work was about how do we put new people in

place in the key areas to encourage the Ukrainians to put in

the kinds of people that have an expertise and who were

clean and known to be clean.  That was not always easy. 

Sometimes somebody who looked by resume and reputation clean

got into the job and turned out to be somewhat less so.  And

how do we reform the system?

So that was the primary use of my time when it came to

Ukraine.  And, as well, remember that during this time the

energy security of Europe was still considered to be under

threat.  The Russians were threatening to cut off supply. 

And I was supporting the Ukrainian effort in court against

Russia, against Gazprom, in an arbitration in Stockholm

which was very controversial at the time.  And so that took

up a lot of time as well, and the Nord Stream 2 pipeline,

TurkStream.  So there was plenty to do.

MR. WITTMANN:  It sounds like it.  Going back to what

you mentioned earlier about who you raised your concerns to,

you mentioned who you--at the State Department what

Ukrainian officials did you articulate your concerns
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regarding Burisma's corruption as well as your concerns with

Mr. Zlochevsky?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  So there were probably a number.  The

only two that I can recall that I know that I did--and there

are others that I can't recall right now--one was at the

time the Deputy Energy Minister.  I believe his name was

Didenko.  I did not trust the Energy Minister at the time. 

I thought he was corrupt, or suspected such, so I did not

feel that it was the right thing to raise it with him.  And

I believe I raised it with the Foreign Minister as well.

MR. WITTMANN:  Do you remember the Foreign Minister's

name?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Pavlo Klimpkin.

MR. WITTMANN:  Klimpkin, okay.

MR. KRAMER:  Can you spell that for the court reporter? 

If you can.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Didenko is D as in David-I-D as in

David--E-N as in Nancy-K-O.  And Klimpkin is K-L-I-M as in

Mary-K-I-N as in Nancy.

MR. WITTMANN:  Thank you, Mr. Hochstein.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think.

[Laughter.]

MR. WITTMANN:  Understood.  Can you tell us when you

raised these concerns to these two individuals?  Did you

raise it--well, first, did you raise it multiple times to
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these two individuals that you specifically remember?  And,

second, do you remember when?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Probably only a couple of times.  The

embassy was handling that issue rather than myself.  But I

did raise it a couple of times.  I can't tell you much more

than that.  And as far a timeline, again, it's so hard to

remember exact timelines.  It could have been earlier in

2015, but I don't remember exactly.

MR. WITTMANN:  And in your discussions with these

Ukrainian officials, did you--when you raised your concerns

relating to Burisma and Zlochevsky, in those discussions did

the fact that Hunter Biden was serving on Burisma's board,

did that fact come up in those conversations?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It never did.

MR. WITTMANN:  And in your conversations in the State

Department, did that fact come up as you raised these

concerns?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It never did.

MR. WITTMANN:  Do you know why not?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  From my end it was irrelevant.

MR. WITTMANN:  Was it your understanding that people at

the State Department had awareness of Hunter Biden's role on

Burisma's board?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It was in the press, so I couldn't say

more than that.  It did not come up in my conversations.
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MR. WITTMANN:  Were press, news articles shared

regarding Hunter Biden's role on Burisma's board shared

amongst your colleagues at the State Department?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I wouldn't know that.  The only one

that I know is the one you showed me, that one of my staff

members sent it to me.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  I believe there's another one

that we'll get to later on.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Okay.

MR. WITTMANN:  But the point was in the press, as you

said.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It was.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  So now I want to go back to the

meeting that you had with Hunter Biden on or around November

of 2015.  So at this point you have awareness of Burisma and

Zlochevsky.  Hunter Biden wants to meet with you.  I think

you mentioned you didn't know why.  Is that correct, when he

requested the meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Correct.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  And then you met with him, and

you mentioned that you discussed Burisma.  Correct?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm sorry.  Say that again?

MR. WITTMANN:  Did you discuss Burisma with him, at

this meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.
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MR. WITTMANN:  And could you expand on that?  Why did

you discuss Burisma with him?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Well, he asked me for a meeting.  I

think he wanted to know my views on Burisma and Zlochevsky. 

And so I shared with him that the Russians were using his

name in order to sow disinformation--attempt to sow

disinformation among Ukrainians.

MR. WITTMANN:  And how did you know that Hunter Biden

wanted to get your opinion about Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  He asked me.

MR. WITTMANN:  He asked you at the meeting, or prior to

the meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  At the meeting.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  Is it fair to say that it became

clear to you at the meeting that Hunter Biden wanted to

discuss Burisma with you?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  He asked me a question about it and

[inaudible].  

MR. WITTMANN:  Did anyone else attend this meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. WITTMANN:  Did Hunter Biden explain to you why he

asked--why he wanted your opinion?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes, he did.

MR. WITTMANN:  And what was the reason?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  He had heard that I had a conversation
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with his father.

MR. WITTMANN:  I'm sorry.  Say that one--

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  He had heard that I had a conversation

with his father.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  And did you have a conversation

with his father about this?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I did.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  And when did that conversation

occur?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't remember exactly but it would

have been sometime in October, thereabouts.

MR. WITTMANN:  Where did the conversation take place?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It was in the West Wing of the White

House.

MR. WITTMANN:  And how did that--this conversation that

you had with Vice President Biden, how did that

conversation--why did that conversation occur?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  We were finishing a meeting on a

different issue and walking in the hall, and I had told him

that it was something that I--it was a conversation while we

were walking and I told him I wanted to raise something with

him, for his awareness.  And we had it as we were walking in

the hallway, and we ducked into a corner and had a

conversation.

MR. WITTMANN:  And just to confirm, this is October
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2015?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Correct.

MR. WITTMANN:  Okay.  And what specifically did you

want to raise with the Vice President at this time?

MR. KRAMER:  And I'm going to ask a question here, that

I don't have any issue with you asking questions of Mr.

Hochstein as to what his purpose is, but I do not think it

would be appropriate for him to have a discussion about the

substance of the conversation with the Vice President.  So

if you want to restate that question, that would be great.

MR. WITTMANN:  One moment, please, Kelly.

MR. KRAMER:  Mm-hmm.

[Pause.]

MR. WITTMANN:  Hi, Kelly.  Thank you for raising that. 

So just so I'm clear with you, Mr. Hochstein, I'm asking

about from your perspective and what you raised.

MR. KRAMER:  So again, "what you raised" is

problematic.  If you'd like to ask Mr. Hochstein what his

purpose was in raising an issue with the VP, I'm fine with

[inaudible].

MR. WITTMANN:  One moment, please.

[Pause.]

MR. FOLIO:  Hi, Kelly.  This is Joe.  Could you please

be a little more specific.  What is the problem?

MR. KRAMER:  I'm sorry.  What was that?
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MR. FOLIO:  So the question to Mr. Hochstein was what

did you tell the Vice President, and you said the answer to

that question would be problematic.  My question to you then

was--

MR. KRAMER:  I don't think I said "problematic."  I

said inappropriate.

MR. FOLIO:  Inappropriate.  Okay.  So what did that

mean?

MR. KRAMER:  So if the question is, if you're trying to

understand the substance of a conversation with the Vice

President, that's not something that I think Mr. Hochstein

can appropriately disclose.  If you'd like to know his

purpose in raising a point, that goes to his motivation and

his thoughts, I'm perfectly fine with him answering that

question.

MR. FOLIO:  Why would it be inappropriate for Mr.

Hochstein to answer that question?  Are you asserting a

privilege?

MR. KRAMER:  I don't have a privilege to assert.  It’s

not my privilege.

MR. FOLIO:  I think that's right.

MR. KRAMER:  I don't know if it's a privilege or not a

privilege.  But I think on the custom and practice of the

current administration is that we're not going to be in a

position to waive it, so isn't not an appropriate question,
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is it?

MR. FOLIO:  Again, are you saying you believe it a

privilege to [inaudible], even if not your own?

MR. KRAMER:  You broke up.  I apologize.  What did you

say?

MR. FOLIO:  So I think you've correctly acknowledged

that you do not have a privilege that you can raise.  So my

question to you is then are you instructing Mr. Hochstein

not to answer because you believe that there is a privilege

that belongs to someone else?

MR. KRAMER:  Yeah.  I'm instructing Mr. Hochstein not

to answer, because I don't believe it would be appropriate

for him to disclose the substance and the conversation with

the Vice President.

MR. FOLIO:  Yeah, so I guess my point is,

appropriateness is not proper grounds to instruct a witness

not to answer.  So I'm asking for something more.

MR. KRAMER:  Yeah, and I'm instructing the witness not

to answer.

MR. FOLIO:  And again, just so we can make a record as

to why you're instructing the witness not to answer. 

Inappropriateness is not a proper grounds to do that.  Can

you please be more specific?

MR. KRAMER:  Again, I don't know if there's a privilege

here.  There's not a privilege here.  It's not his, and I
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want to make sure that if it's appropriate that it's

preserved.  And so he's not in a position to answer that

question.

MR. FOLIO:  So to be clear, you're instructing the

witness not to answer because you're not sure if a

privilege, for some mysterious third party, may or may not

exist.

MR. KRAMER:  I don't think there's a privilege asserted

or there's not a privilege asserted.  But my point is that

is not his to weigh, so we will not.

MR. FOLIO:  So the question does not implicate like any

sort of policy issue, does it, right?

MR. KRAMER:  I don't know what you mean by "some sort

of policy issue."  If we're talking about Russian efforts to

interfere with U.S. foreign policy, it's very much a policy

question.

MR. FOLIO:  So Mr. Hochstein, the answer would

implicate Russian efforts to interfere with U.S. policy?

MR. KRAMER:  Again, I'm not in a position to waive a

privilege.  I'm not going to.  We can debate this all day. 

If you guys want to use your time on this that's fine.  But

he will not be answering the question.

MR. FOLIO:  Yeah, no, what we need to do is we need to

create a record as to why you're instructing the witness not

to answer the question.  So to be clear, the question was
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about conversations with third parties, non-governmental

officials, right?  So we're asking about--no, no, hold on

one second, Kelly.  Let me finish.

MR. KRAMER:  Excuse me.  The conversation that you're

asking about is not about third-party, non-governmental

officials.   You're asking about a conversation with the

Vice President.  How is he a third party or a non-

governmental official?

MR. FOLIO:  The initial question that sparked this line

was why did you want to meet and talk to Hunter Biden.  He

said, "Hunter Biden wanted to talk to me about"--Kelly, can

I just finish?

MR. KRAMER:  Go ahead.

MR. FOLIO:  Thank you.  And the response from Mr.

Hochstein that started this line of questioning was that

"Hunter Biden knew that I had a conversation with his

father."  And then the next question was about Mr.

Hochstein's conversations with the Vice President.  And now

the question that's pending to Mr. Hochstein is, what did

you tell the Vice President?

So what we're talking about, the subject matter, is

conversations with his son, not with another government

official, not in the development of policy.  So it's hard

for me to understand what privilege, if any would apply, to

such a conversation.  And you are pointing to a privilege, a
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privilege that you can't identify, and now I'm pointing out

that the subject matter of the conversation is about

conversations with non-government employees, which take us

even farther afield from anything that you are hinting at,

that may or may not be, quote, "inappropriate."  So I'm

asking you to clarify if you have any more details as to why

you're instructing the witness not to answer, because we

believe that your instruction is inappropriate.

MR. KRAMER:  We have not asserted a privilege with

respect to the conversation we were having.  Mr. Hochstein

has answered those questions.  To the extent that you are

asking questions about a conversation with the Vice

President, I reject your premise.  This is not a

conversation with a third party and not about a governmental

matter.  So I just--I don't even understand the

characterization that you're making, Joe.

MR. FOLIO:  The conversation is about the action of a

private citizen, third party, the decision of a Vice

President's son to join the board of Burisma.

MR. KRAMER:  The conversation is not about the decision

of a Vice President's son to join.  You have no idea what

the conversation is about.  It was a conversation between

Vice President and one of his advisors regarding U.S.

policy.  Period, full stop, he's not going to answer any

questions about that.
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MR. FOLIO:  So the record provides zero indication that

there's anything to do with anything related to policy and

every indication that it has to do with Hunter Biden's

position on the board of Burisma.

MR. KRAMER:  Just to be clear, I offered if you wanted

to build out the record that you could ask what his purpose

was in raising it.  We would provide the justification

you're saying we have not provided.  So your interruption is

ill-timed and inappropriate in and of itself.

MR. FOLIO:  No.  We're just trying to make a record. 

That's a different version of the word "inappropriate."  It

does not [inaudible].

So we will ask that question in one second.  Just so I

understand who--is that a colleague of yours in the

background, just so I understand, for the record?

MR. KRAMER:  It's Mr. Ben-Veniste.

MR. FOLIO:  Oh, sorry.  I didn't see him before.  Okay. 

So I think that the question then is to Mr. Hochstein, but

what was the purpose of you having this conversation with

Vice President Biden?

MR. KRAMER:  And so, Mr. Hochstein, you can explain

what the purpose was in raising the issue.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  We were starting to think about a trip

for the Vice President to Ukraine, and I, as I stated

earlier, we, the government, had seen increased traffic in
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Russian language in pro-Moscow outlets that were trying to

create some kind of rift between the U.S. and Ukraine or to

undermine the U.S. efforts, and that they were using Hunter

Biden's name in those articles to sow that doubt.  With the

Vice President traveling, we were starting to organize

towards traveling, I wanted to make my boss aware of what

was happening on the ground, so that he knows what the

Russian effort was.

MR. FOLIO:  Was anything raised in those articles

untrue?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. FOLIO:  What was untrue?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The articles argued that the presence

of Hunter Biden was a conflict of interest.  They were

trying to say that our government’s efforts were

hypocritical.  It followed a common line of Russian

propaganda, not just in Ukraine but that everything the

United States does is hypocritical, in Syria, from our

interventions in Eastern Europe.  I was accused of hypocrisy

by the same outlets when we tried to [inaudible] the supply

chain.  So these are the kinds.  It's sort of par for the

course, and I just wanted to make the Vice President aware

that this effort was ongoing.

MR. FOLIO:  Was the fact of Hunter Biden's position on

Burisma's board true?
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. FOLIO:  Was the fact that he was paid for that

position true?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't know about his compensation.

MR. FOLIO:  So why was it your assessment that this did

not present a conflict of interest, or put another way, why

was it your assessment that a claim it presented a conflict

of interest untrue?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I didn't have that assessment.  I knew

that for a fact.  I was the person that was in charge of, or

leading part of the anticorruption effort.  Specifically, I

was leading the energy sector, and I knew what I was doing

and I knew that Hunter Biden's seat on the board of Burisma

had nothing to do with anything I was doing and never

factored into my efforts.  So I can tell you with certainty

that the claims were untrue.

MR. KRAMER:  So this is a good time to take a break. 

It seems like we're past the hour.

MR. FOLIO:  Yeah, we are in the middle of this

questioning.  I was hoping to round it out.  But if it makes

sense to take a break we can just pick it up when I guess we

would come back and the minority would take over.  It's up

to you.  We can do continuity or we can take a break.

MR. KRAMER:  Let's take a five-minute break.  We'll

switch over and we'll go on to Round 2.
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MR. FOLIO:  All right.  It's 11:30.  Zack, you'll be

ready to start at 11:35?

MR. SCHRAM:  Yes.

[Recess.]

MR. SCHRAM:  Mr. Hochstein, Mr. Kramer, are you ready

to go back on the record?

MR. KRAMER:  We are.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I am.

MR. SCHRAM:  On the record.

Mr. Hochstein, on December 18, 2019, majority counsel

emailed you that the purpose of the investigation is to

investigate, quote, "whether certain officials within the

Obama administration had actual or apparent conflicts of

interest or whether there was any other wrongdoing because

of Hunter Biden's role in Rosemont Seneca and related

entities and as a board member of Burisma Holdings."

What was your reaction when you first learned about the

purpose of the Chairmen's investigation?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Well, beyond surprise.  Look, I think

there had been a lot of propaganda over the previous year

about so-called wrongdoings that were all made up.  I was

aware that Russia was trying to influence the U.S.

elections.  I was aware that those same efforts were working

in concert with people that were close to the White House to

besmirch the reputation and record of the Vice President in
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any way that they could.  So I guess I felt regret that I

was getting pulled into an investigation that I thought was,

at that time seemed very familiar and resonated with

everything that had been going on, and efforts of my Russia

and pro-Russian forces to take fringe allegations and put

them into the mainstream.

MR. SCHRAM:  What do you mean when you say it was

"familiar"?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Well, when I was in the Obama

administration I worked a lot on anticorruption issues in

Ukraine and elsewhere, and when I left the administration I

continued to do some work on that.  And so I was aware of

the things like with Mr. Derkach and Ukraine was doing and

some other oligarchs.

Ironically, many of the people who were raising some of

the issues we're discussing today were the same people that

we had in the Obama administration, and I participated in

some of that.  These are the same people that we were trying

to undermine and to remove from centers of power in Ukraine,

because of their either affiliation with Moscow or because

of their overt corruption.  And now these were the people

that were--these same people were now acting, to some

degree, in retribution to the people who went after them. 

And so that's what I mean when I say "familiar."  I had

heard these allegations before, except that they usually

Page 62

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



63

came from noncredible sources.  I was rather disappointed

and sad to see that it was coming from more mainstream, as

in the United States Senate, which I hold in great regard

and great esteem.

MR. SCHRAM:  You referred to your time in the Obama

administration and experiencing these efforts.  Can you

speak about when you first learned about Russia's efforts to

tarnish the reputation of Vice President Biden because of

Hunter Biden's position on the board of Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  So two separate timelines.  One was

during the time that the Vice President was trying to lead

an effort to crack down on corruption in Ukraine.  And I

think it's important to understand that when you crack down

on corruption it's not ephemeral.  It's not--it has people

behind it and businesses.  And when you go after corruption

there are people who--corrupt individuals who lose thousands

and millions, tens of millions of dollars.  So when you root

out corruption and you fight against that machine, it's not

some organ.  It's a human being that wants to fight back.

So when we fought against the machine in 2014, right

after the revolution, we were making a lot of progress.  But

as time went by, that same machine of individuals or network

of corrupt individuals started fighting back, and that

effort was--one of the tactics was to go after the chief

architect of the anticorruption effort, which was Joe Biden
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as Vice President, leading the anticorruption effort.  So

you go after the accuser.

They targeted me.  There were Russian websites that,

you know, attacked me.  There was one article that appeared

in Russia, that within 48 hours appeared on the neo-Nazi

Party website in Italy and in Hungary and in Bulgaria, all

within two to three days, going after the exact same article

propagated across the board.  So they have these efforts.

The second where this was happening, it came to my

attention, was in 2019, I guess it was, when I learned of

some of the efforts that were being done by Lutsenko and

others to dig up dirt against two people.  One was Masha

Yovanovitch and one was Vice President Biden.

MR. SCHRAM:  And who is Mr. Lutsenko?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  He was the successor to Mr. Shokin as

the Prosecutor General.

MR. SCHRAM:  In your answer you mentioned "networks of

corrupt individuals," and I'm wondering if you could just be

a little more specific with respect to who you're referring

to.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  So some are in government.  These are

people in government, such as Lutsenko or Shokin, and

ministers and deputy ministers, and energy was usually a

hotbed for that.  And then oligarchs who profited as leeches

on the Ukrainian system.  People like Mr. Firtash, who I
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know during the Obama administration we tried to get him

extradited to the United States.  That extradition request

is still pending.  I don't believe any action has been taken

on it in a while.  He is sitting in Vienna.  But he is still

very active in the corruption business in Ukraine.  Mr.

Grigorishin, Kolomoyskyi, and several others, including some

people inside--others in the government that I can't recall

their names right now.

MR. SCHRAM:  So focusing on the first timeline you

identified, the timeline from when you were in government,

I'd like to mark as Exhibit A an email exchange.  It's Bates

No. 325 through 332.

[Hochstein Exhibit A was

marked for identification.]

 MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Give me one second.  Is this the email

chain from Mr. Pyatt, Ambassador Pyatt?

MR. SCHRAM:  Yes.  Correct.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah.

MR. SCHRAM:  Give you a moment to review it?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes, please.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah.

MR. SCHRAM:  So as you said, this is an email chain

that includes Ambassador Pyatt.  It begins, if you go to the

very bottom, with an email on December 5th.  It's at the
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very bottom on page--Bates No. 330, from

lbi@lbicompany.com.ua to Kyiv Media Alerts.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah.  Yeah, I've got it.

MR. SCHRAM:  And then on the 6th you were included in

the email chain.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  What is this email about?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  This is about these Russian efforts I

was mentioning before to use the presence of Hunter Biden as

a member of the board to sow discord and skepticism of the

U.S. effort to targeting Ukrainians to believe that this was

problematic and that this showed hypocrisy.  This was

provided in emails.  Are you asking what the articles are

about or what the email on the 6th was about?  Sorry.

MR. SCHRAM:  Let's take it a piece at a time.  So what

is the article about that's included in this email exchange?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The article is about--it's a pro-

Russian, pro-Moscow website that is trying to describe the

anticorruption effort by the United States as cynical

because of Hunter Biden's presence.  The audience is not

American.  The audience is--it is trying to affect Ukrainian

people to reject the anticorruption effort by the Biden

effort, by the Biden team.

MR. SCHRAM:  Do you regard the content of this article

as disinformation?
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Completely.

MR. SCHRAM:  Why?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Because it is completely untrue.  The

U.S. Government was, in fact, engaged in concert with the

World Bank, the IMF, the EBRD, the European Union, in

Brussels as well as several of the member states, at the

highest levels, in an anticorruption effort in Ukraine,

trying to help Ukraine emerge from a multi-decades of

corruption.

So I was asked to lead the effort on anticorruption in

the energy sector, so I knew for a fact that these articles

were just sowing disinformation.

MR. SCHRAM:  Quoting from the article, was there any 

merit to the allegations that the Biden family would begin,

quote, "a large-scale privatization in Ukraine"?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  Or a, quote, "seizure of state

enterprises"?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  That's laughable.  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  What would be the purpose of promoting

those allegations?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Sowing fear among the average Ukrainian

citizen that the United States is somehow going to do things

that were going to steal the assets of Ukraine and take

their--that the United States was involved in an effort that
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would ultimately harm the everyday Ukrainian in their

pocketbook issues.

MR. SCHRAM:  And why do you regard it as Russian

propaganda, specifically?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Because these were--the websites and

the news outlets where these were published were--their

affiliation is relatively known.  And not only that but as

the documents I think you shared, you're sharing on the

screen right now, exactly, there is an actual Russian

address on the website.

MR. SCHRAM:  Why were you added to the email chain?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think this was during the trip to

Ukraine, and I was on the trip.  And I think that--I don't

recall who added me, either the VP's staff or Ambassador

Pyatt.  But I was involved in these anticorruption efforts

and I was on the trip.

MR. SCHRAM:  And did you have a role in responding to

the allegations in this underlying article?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I mean, yeah, we had discussions on the

talking points, since we knew that, or rather we thought it

could come up on the trip.  And later on we knew that press

was asking for comments on it.  So it's pretty normal for

the traveling party and people involved in the subject

matter to help with the preparation of the response.

MR. SCHRAM:  In the talking points that are contained
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as part of the response in this email, I just want to go

through those briefly.  The first one--if I understand this

correctly, these are proposed taking points for the Vice

President?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  These are proposed talking points for

the Vice President, if he gets asked, and later if there

were any other communications with media.

MR. SCHRAM:  So the first talking point says, "My son

is a private citizen.  I am not going to get into discussing

his personal business.  It has no impact on my work."  Do

you regard that as accurate, that it has no impact on the

work on the Vice President?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I totally agree.

MR. SCHRAM:  The second talking point:  "What I will

say, though, is that no one has been tougher in pushing

Ukrainian leaders to root out corruption than I have."  Is

that accurate?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  A hundred percent.

MR. SCHRAM:  "It has been my primary focus of my

discussions, both publicly and privately, for years, and I

think that you can see from the substance of this trip it

remains a major priority for me and for the U.S.

Government."  Is that accurate?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  "Important strides have been made.  The
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appointment of a special anticorruption prosecutor, the

establishment of an independent inspector general to

prosecute corrupt prosecutors are two good ones.  But more

needs to be done and we will continue to encourage everyone

involved to commit to meeting full reforms."  Is that

accurate?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  This article, did you--is it--were there

other examples of Russian propaganda directed at the Vice

President and his anticorruption efforts in Ukraine?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.  I mean, look.  The Russians were

involved in a lot of propaganda against the Vice President

on a regular basis.  One line was this corruption allegation

about his son.  The other was that--and as mentioned, the

allegation that somehow the United States or the Biden

family was going to privatize and take over assets in

Ukraine.  

The second one was that Vice President Biden, through

my efforts, was trying to steal gas from Ukraine, to change

the flows of gas into Europe, and to cause Ukraine to pay

more money, and to sell American gas to Ukraine.  There were

all kinds of allegations.  The Hunter Biden allegation was

one of a string and series of things that they would allege

against his involvement, that he was trying to harm the

average Ukrainian and that he did not have the benefit of
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Ukraine as a primary source of his or the United States

actions.

MR. SCHRAM:  And is this an issue that you raised with

the Vice President?

MR. KRAMER:  Hold on.  I don't think it's appropriate

for Mr. Hochstein to get into any specific conversations

with the Vice President.  If you would like to ask him what

his motivations, his purpose in raising a topic, we can do

that.

MR. SCHRAM:  I believe that's what I'm trying to do. 

So I'd like to ask his purpose in raising this issue with

the Vice President.  We have to establish that it has been

raised.

MR. KRAMER:  Yeah.  So again, I mean, I think a fair

question to ask would be did you have a discussion with the

Vice President?  Yes or no.  And what was your purpose in

raising this topic?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Maybe I can answer it this way, Mr.

Schram.  Over the years of the period of time that I was

working in government and was working with--sorry, for the

Vice President on these issues, we had, often, as staff and

State Department officials, White House officials, and the

Vice President, discussed the fact that the Russians were

using a variety of accusations in order to try to convince

Ukrainians that they were better off being loyal to Russia

Page 71

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



72

than to have an alliance with the United States.

So this came up--and, by the way, this was not unique

to Ukraine.  The Russians were very active in exactly the

same mechanism of accusing the United States, and

specifically Vice President Biden.  They went after other

officials such as Assistant Secretary Nuland, myself, and

others in Latvia and Lithuania, in Croatia, in Bulgaria. 

These were accusations that Vice President Biden

specifically was leading an effort to undermine issue X, Y,

or Z.  It was always different.  

But this was a consistent effort.  So this is something

that we had raised on a regular basis with the Vice

President, to make him aware, in different places, of the

accusations against the United States.

MR. SCHRAM:  And specific with respect to the

accusations against the United States related to policy work

in Ukraine, what would be your purpose in raising that issue

with the Vice President?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I wanted to make sure that he was aware

of the specific Russian intentions and actions in Ukraine,

specifically ahead of a trip to Ukraine.

MR. SCHRAM:  In the last round, the majority started to

discuss a meeting that you had with Hunter Biden.  When

again was that meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe it was in early November of
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2015.

MR. SCHRAM:  And how long was your conversation with

Roger Biden?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Probably 20 minutes or so.

MR. SCHRAM:  And did you tell him about Russia's

disinformation efforts?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I did.

MR. SCHRAM:  And what was his response?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think he was--he was frustrated with

the Russian--Russian's narrative.  He had specifically

mentioned that he had joined the board and was working on

issues that were present and future, and that these were

areas that had occurred in the past that he had no knowledge

of.

MR. SCHRAM:  Did you have other meetings with Hunter

Biden about his position on the board of Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I did not.

MR. SCHRAM:  Did you change U.S. policy toward Ukraine

in any manner to assist Hunter Biden or Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you aware of any U.S. official who

changed U.S. policy toward Ukraine in any manner to assist

Hunter Biden or Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  On August 14th of this year, Chairman
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Johnson stated to One America News that there was, quote,

evidence of wrongdoing or illegal activity related to Vice

President and Hunter Biden.  Do you agree with that

characterization?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you aware of any evidence to support a

claim of wrongdoing by Vice President Biden with respect to

his policy in Ukraine?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  Do you remain concerned that Vice

President Biden is a target of a Russian disinformation

effort? 

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  Why?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Because I can see it on a regular

basis.  I think this investigation is probably the

successful outcome of that effort.

Mr. Derkach had published a number of so-called "leaked

tapes."  I don't know that I would have even seen them

originally, except that my name was mentioned in them.  So

Google makes sure that you see them, and the accusations

are--my concern is that this is a classic pattern of Russian

operations to besmirch reputations where they choose

relatively, well, well-known characters who have no

credibility, like Mr. Derkach, and then make that--allow
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that information to enter into the mainstream.

I was aware, made aware in 2019, early 2019 before it

was published, of efforts to undermine Vice President Biden. 

I have seen no cessation of that effort.  In fact, I've been

it grow over time, especially over the last several months.

MR. SCHRAM:  Mr. Hochstein, are you aware that Mr.

Derkach had a press conference yesterday where he repeated

some of these allegations?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm actually not aware of that.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you aware that this committee had a

business meeting yesterday?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I am aware of that.

MR. SCHRAM:  And that when the business meeting was

noticed, it included an item to vote on a motion with

respect to a subpoena for testimony of Ambassador Bridget

Brink on matters related to Burisma and Ukraine?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I read about that in the press.

MR. SCHRAM:  And although that was ultimately pulled

from the business meeting, it was in the original notice?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I am aware.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you aware that the last time this

committee had a business meeting related to Burisma and

Ukraine on May 20th of this year that just hours before that

business meeting, Mr. Derkach also had a press conference in

which he released excerpts and recordings and transcripts of
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conversations between Vice President Biden and President

Poroshenko?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes, I was aware of those.

MR. SCHRAM:  Is that a pattern that concerns you?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The pattern that--yes.  And the pattern

that concerns me is that it's the laundering of information

when someone who has no credibility in Ukraine, let alone

anywhere else, well known to be--and I had known of Mr.

Derkach for a long time.  I've never had the pleasure of

meeting him, but he is a--comes from a long--from a KGB

family and a pro-Russian Ukrainian lawmaker.

The pattern that concerns me is that I don't really

care what he says in Ukraine.  It doesn't bother me.  Nobody

believes him in Ukraine.  What bothers me is that it seems

that more people in the United States believe him than

people who know him in Ukraine believe him.  There, he's

discredited, and here, his information, sometimes in a

direct leap and sometimes through a stop on the way, gets

into the mainstream discussions of U.S. policy.  That

concerns me, and I think he is following the--I believe that

he has always followed the proceedings in the United States

and tried to influence that.

MR. SCHRAM:  So who is Mr. Derkach?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Mr. Derkach is a parliamentarian in

Ukraine who is from a pro-Russia political party.  He was
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trained--I think he was in one of the last classes of KGB

Academy.  His father was a high-ranking KGB official in the

Cold War and transitioned with the end of the Cold War, with

the independence of Ukraine to being, I think, eventually

head of the local new-name version of the KGB.  And so

that's--that's who he is, and he's well known in Ukraine as

a mouthpiece for--anything he says is essentially coming

from the pro-Putin parties and directed by Moscow itself.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you aware of the August 7th assessment

released by director of National Counterintelligence and

Security Center, William Evanina, that says, quote, Russia

is using a range of measures to primarily denigrate former

Vice President Biden; for example, pro-Russia Ukrainian

parliamentarian Andrii Derkach is spreading claims about

corruption, including through publicized and leaked phone

calls to undermine former Vice President Biden's candidacy

and the Democratic Party?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I am aware.

MR. SCHRAM:  And that last week, the Treasury

Department sanctioned Mr. Derkach stating, quote, that he

was a--was a, quote, active Russian agent for over a decade?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah.  I was--I'm happy to see that the

Trump administration believes that the allegations being

made by Mr. Derkach are false and are not only false but are

being directed by the cyber counter anti-U.S. efforts in
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Moscow.

MR. SCHRAM:  And you have been personally targeted by

Mr. Derkach's theories, correct?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  That is correct.

MR. SCHRAM:  Can you elaborate?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Mr. Derkach believes that when I was as

Vice President Biden's--as a U.S. official that worked and

traveled to Ukraine with Mr. Biden as Vice President and

afterwards that my anti-corruption efforts were somehow part

of a very elaborate scheme, and some of them were the

classic way of doing it.  You take actions that we really

did do that were above board and were good actions to

support Ukraine and put a false narrative twist around them

to make them sound negative.

He used the fact that allegedly Vice President Biden on

a call that he released that--I don't know the authenticity

of the call, but that Vice President Biden mentioned my name

as a source for supporting the reformists in Ukraine. 

Somehow supporting the reformists in Ukraine, the anti-

corruption measures, was turned into a negative.

MR. SCHRAM:  You referred to recordings of

conversations between Vice President Biden and President

Poroshenko released--

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Alleged.

MR. SCHRAM:  --by Mr. Derkach.
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I'm sorry?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I said alleged calls because the

authenticity has not been confirmed.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you aware that among the calls that

Mr. Derkach released on May 19th, 2020, that some of them

were responsive to a request made by Chairman Johnson and

Chairman Grassley to Secretary Pompeo in April that had a

response date of May 15th?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I was not aware of that timeline.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you aware of Mr. Derkach's theory that

Vice President Biden demanded the removal of Viktor Shokin

in an effort to help his son?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I am aware of the allegations.

MR. SCHRAM:  Do you credit that allegation?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  Why not?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The removal of--for two reasons.  One,

it's just not true.  The removal of Mr. Shokin was being

sought not only by Vice President Biden but by the IMF, the

EBRD, the World Bank, the Vice President of the EU, the UK

government, the German government, the French government,

and by several reformists in pro-democracy and pro-

governance organizations inside Ukraine.  All of those--this

was a--truly a friends-of-Ukraine effort the Vice President

was--the effort that he was pursuing was in concert with all
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of those.

He was also delivering official U.S. policy towards

Ukraine that we believed that it would be in the best

interest of Ukraine to remove Mr. Shokin.

The second reason that I do not believe that it was--

that it is credible is because we believed that Mr. Shokin

was actually benefitting the chairman of Burisma.  So an

action to remove him would have been detrimental to Burisma,

not benefit.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you aware of other U.S. officials who

are subject to accusations by Mr. Derkach with respect to

their role in Ukraine policy?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  If I just may add, Mr. Schram, I wanted

to mention that when I listed all the organizations,

governments, and institutions that were--wanted to remove

Mr. Shokin, it was a bipartisan effort in the United States

as well, and that there were members of the United States

Senate and House who had supported that effort as well.

So I apologize.  Can you repeat the question again, the

second question?

MR. SCHRAM:  Actually, let's expand on what you've just

said.  How were you aware of the bipartisan support for

those efforts?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  There were--there was a letter, if I

recall correctly, that was signed by a number of Senators
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supporting and calling for the removal of Mr. Shokin, and

there were briefings with Senators and House members.

Roy, can--I believe we have the letter you're referring

to, Mr. Hochstein.  Roy, can you pull that up?  And we'll

introduce it as Exhibit B.

[Hochstein Exhibit B was

marked for identification.]

MR. SCHRAM:  Mr. Hochstein, take a moment to review

this, and let me know if this is the letter that you're

referring to.

MR. KRAMER:  And, Mr. Schram, just for the record, I

don't have a copy of that.  If you wouldn't mind emailing

that to me, I'd appreciate it.

MR. SCHRAM:  Sure thing.  We had not anticipated

introducing it.

MR. KRAMER:  That's fine.  You can do it at the break,

but I just would like to make sure I get it today.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I keep trying to scroll.  Sorry.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah.

MR. SCHRAM:  Is this the letter that you're referring

to?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe so.

MR. SCHRAM:  Do you recognize the names of the members

of the Ukraine caucus?
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I do.  I met with a number of them on

these issues.

MR. SCHRAM:  Does that include Senator Johnson?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I did not brief Senator Johnson, but I

do see his name on the letter that you're representing on

the screen.

MR. SCHRAM:  What did you understand this letter to be

supporting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  For President Poroshenko to take the

action that we were all calling for, which was to--I mean,

what it states, I believe, in the letter is to address

serious allegations against the corruption and misdeeds in

the prosecutor general's office at the time.

MR. SCHRAM:  Was it your impression that Congress was

well informed of the Obama administration's policy with

respect to anti-corruption efforts in Ukraine?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  And among those bodies of Congress that

were well informed, would that include the Senate Foreign

Relations Committee?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  Would that include the Subcommittee on

Europe and Regional Security of the Senate Foreign Relations

Committee?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe so.
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MR. SCHRAM:  Would it include that subcommittee's

chairman, Senator Johnson?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I would presume so.

MR. SCHRAM:  The question I had asked before we turned

to this letter was with respect to other U.S. officials who

were the subject or target of Mr. Derkach's disinformation

efforts--

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  --specific to anticorruption efforts in

Ukraine.  What other U.S. officials would you include on

that list?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe he was not a big fan of

Ambassador Yovanovitch, Victoria Nuland, I believe other

senior officials in the Obama administration's--I believe

Secretary Kerry had featured in some of his diatribes.  Oh,

and I think he added the usual--he usually throws in the

normal anti-Semitic charges against us, against the United

States as well, and it includes Mr. Soros.

MR. SCHRAM:  Did he include Mr. Kent, George Kent, in

his allegations?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe so.  Sorry.

MR. SCHRAM:  What about Ambassador Pyatt?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah.  I think that was earlier in

time, but Mr. Pyatt was not popular among the pro-Russian

forces.
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MR. SCHRAM:  And are you aware that Mr. Kent,

Ambassador Nuland, and Ambassador Pyatt are also witnesses

in the Majority's investigation?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I am.

MR. SCHRAM:  Do you know who Andrii Telizhenko is?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I've never met him, but I know who he

is.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you familiar with public reporting

that Mr. Telizhenko is responsible for amplifying Russian

disinformation theories that Ukraine interfered in the 2016

election?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I am.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you aware that the Senate Intelligence

Committee published a bipartisan report that concluded that

the narrative that Mr. Telizhenko promotes about Ukraine's

2016 election interference originated with a Russian

intelligence officer, Konstantin Kilimnik?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you aware that Chairman Johnson met

with Mr. Telizhenko in July 2019?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe I read that in the media.

MR. SCHRAM:  Marking as Exhibit C, a letter from

September 27th, 2019, from Chairman Johnson and Chairman

Grassley to Attorney General Barr.

[Hochstein Exhibit C was
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marked for identification.]

MR. KRAMER:  Mr. Schram, again, I don't have that.  So

if you could kindly email that to me, I'd appreciate it.

MR. SCHRAM:  We'll email that to you at the break.

Mr. Hochstein, apologies for not flagging this in

advance.  Please take as much time as you need, and just let

us know when to scroll.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah, you can scroll.

MR. SCHRAM:  Kelly, you should have this in your inbox

now.

MR. KRAMER:  Thank you.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  You can scroll.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yep, you can scroll.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  You can scroll.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah, you can scroll.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah.

MR. SCHRAM:  I'm just going to ask you about the block

quote that's on page 2 of this document.  It quotes Andrii

Telizhenko from an article by John Solomon.  Mr. Hochstein,

who is John Solomon?

Page 85

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



86

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think he is a--he is a--he's someone

who publishes right-wing reports on different U.S. websites,

usually--the ones that--I don't read a lot of them, but the

ones that I've seen have been filled with information that

comes from Russian forces.

MR. SCHRAM:  And why do you say that?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I said only the ones that I've read

regarding Ukraine have been ones where I would see things

and hear things in Kyiv or coming out of Russia, and I would

see them printed under his byline.

MR. SCHRAM:  Can you give an example?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think that after the--a couple of

examples.  After one of Derkach's press conferences, I think

the one in May, there was a follow-up article--I forget the

name of the websites--that he had written.  Again, it only

came to my attention because my name was mentioned in it,

and in 2019 when I first started hearing what at the time

was a rumor, when I was being told what was happening

between Mr. Lutsenko and Mr. Giuliani, and I was told--I was

given a very specific narrative of how it was going to--a

timeline, like a tick-tock of how it was going to play out,

and I was told there was going to be an article that will

appear that will say all these things against Masha

Yovanovitch, and then it would be endorsed by other

officials, and that article was John Solomon.  And the
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people who were telling me this had heard it directly from

some folks in Ukraine.  So it was a direct line between

their comments to me and his action--his reporting.  Sorry.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you aware that an internal

investigation led by the editor-in-chief at The Hill

newspaper found that Mr. Solomon used unreliable and biased

sources amplifying an inaccurate narrative about the Vice

President?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I was not actually aware of that, but

I'm not surprised.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you aware that Mr. Giuliani is one of

John Solomon's sources on these matters?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  That's pretty--I don't know about a

source.  It's pretty clear that they are in coordination.

MR. SCHRAM:  You mentioned that you've come up in Mr.

Solomon's reporting.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I have.

MR. SCHRAM:  How so?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe, again, usually citing my

name in furthering the Vice President's actions.

MR. SCHRAM:  And the information about you in John

Solomon's reporting, has it been accurate?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  Do you regard him as a reliable source?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I do not.
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MR. SCHRAM:  Why not?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Because the information that I have--

for two reasons.  The information I've read where I knew the

facts, they were--the reporting was inaccurate.  And,

second, because of what I mentioned earlier, during the time

of the--in the early days of the efforts to get the

Ukrainian Government both straddling Poroshenko, the final

months of the Poroshenko administration into the early

months of the Zelensky administration, the reporting by him

was the--it was the method that was used by those efforts to

undermine Vice President, myself, Yovanovitch, and others,

it was his reporting that brought it into the United States. 

That was the mechanism.

MR. SCHRAM:  So I won't take your time going through

all of the letters that the Chairmen have issued in pursuit

of this investigation that rely on Mr. Solomon's reporting,

but I'll mention a few:  November 6, 2019, letter to the

State Department; November 15, 2019, letter to the Treasury

Department; the November 21st letter to the FBI; November

21st letter to the National Archives.  Are you aware that on

January 23rd Chairman Johnson sat for an interview with Mr.

Solomon?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I am not aware.

MR. SCHRAM:  In your view, are the actions of Mr.

Derkach, Mr. Telizhenko, and Mr. Solomon consistent with
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malign influence, Russian malign influence operations?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  In your words, what would you regard as

the purpose of their efforts?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  To undermine Vice President Biden's

candidacy and to ensure a Russian successful outcome in the

U.S. election.

MR. SCHRAM:  Mr. Hochstein, in an open letter of August

10th of this year, Chairman Johnson wrote, "Many in the

media in an ongoing attempt to provide cover for former Vice

President Biden continue to repeat the mantra that there is

no evidence of wrongdoing or illegal activity related to

Hunter Biden's position on Burisma's board.  I could not

disagree more."

Are you aware of any evidence of wrongdoing or illegal

activity by Vice President Biden related to Hunter Biden's

position on the board of Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I am not.

MR. SCHRAM:  Given your knowledge about the development

and execution of our foreign policy in Ukraine, do you

regard the Chairman's claim as credible?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I do not.

MR. SCHRAM:  Was the foreign policy that Vice President

Biden pursued in Ukraine intended to advance the interests

of the United States of America?
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are narratives that suggest otherwise

false?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  Did a potential conflict of interest

related to Hunter Biden influence Obama administration

policy decisions with respect to Ukraine and Burisma

Holdings?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Not at all.

MR. SCHRAM:  You sound very confident in that answer. 

Why?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I was involved in one part of the U.S.

policy towards Ukraine.  I accompanied Vice President Biden

to Ukraine.  I traveled to Ukraine independently.  I was in

close contact with other officials from the Department of

Defense, Department of State, and the White House on the

formulation of U.S. policy towards Ukraine in discussion

with the Secretary of State.  And never was the word

"Burisma" raised.  The presence of Hunter Biden on the board

of Burisma never factored into it.  My charge and our charge

was to do what was best for Ukraine as emerging from its

previous regime post-revolution, to win the war in the East,

and to secure a transparent and open society.  And never was

I deterred from it, nor was, to my knowledge, anyone else

ever given conflicting instructions other than that.
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In fact, the biggest fear in Ukraine then and now among

the oligarchs and the corruption machine was Vice President

Biden and the team around him that was pursuing this effort. 

He was always the bogeyman for both Russia and for

corruption, and those are different.  Russia wanted control

in Europe, and Vice President Biden, and our team was--our

interagency team was feared, our intervention in Europe was

feared by the Russians as pulling the rest of Europe

together and to be aligned with Western values and with the

United States.

MR. SCHRAM:  So in a word, was the foreign policy

pursued by Vice President Biden in Ukraine corrupt?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  Did a potential conflict of interest

related to Hunter Biden influence the Vice President's

policy decisions with respect to Ukraine and Burisma

Holdings?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  Did Vice President Biden alter United

States Government foreign policy concerning Ukraine to

assist Burisma or his son?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  Did you witness any effort by any U.S.

official to shield Burisma from scrutiny?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.
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MR. SCHRAM:  Was the U.S. Government position

advocating for the removal of Prosecutor General Shokin part

of an effort to stop an investigation into Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  Was it your view at the time that the

dismissal of Prosecutor General Shokin would actually

increase the likelihood that Burisma would be investigated

for corruption?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  Was that the view of the U.S. Government?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  Was the policy advocating for the

dismissal of Prosecutor General Shokin formulated by the

Vice President in an effort to assist his son?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. SCHRAM:  Did the idea to condition aid to Ukraine

on anticorruption--did the idea to condition aid to Ukraine

related to anticorruption reforms, including reform of the

prosecutor general's office, originate with Vice President

Biden?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't believe so.

MR. SCHRAM:  Was it a whole-of-Government policy to

condition foreign aid in part on the removal of Prosecutor

General Shokin?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  To be honest, I was not involved in the
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discussions about calling for the removal in the context of

the aid.  That would have been done with--that wasn't in my

lane.

MR. SCHRAM:  In your first hour of testimony, you said

that you had no reaction to learning about Hunter Biden's

appointment to the board of Burisma initially.  Correct?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  But did you have a reaction when you

learned that Russians were using Hunter Biden's position on

the board to undermine the credibility of Vice President

Biden as it related to U.S. policy toward Ukraine?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.  I thought that was the--just a--

it was another data point that they were using against us

that we needed to be aware of.

MR. SCHRAM:  Can you help us understand the distinction

between your concern--your lack of concern about Hunter

Biden's--your lack of reaction with respect to Hunter

Biden's appointment to the board versus your reaction to

learning that Russians were exploiting that for

disinformation purposes?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Hunter Biden's presence on the board

did not affect my day-to-day work or anybody else's that I

came in contact with.  We were--it was just something that I

learned, and it was a data point.  But it did not affect

anything.  Russians trying to create a perception of
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something negative and nefarious between the United States

and in the United States' efforts in Ukraine on

anticorruption, that was something we needed to be aware of

in order to make sure that it was not listened to--not that

specific line, but just the generic attempt by the Russians.

MR. SCHRAM:  Is it your understanding that this very

investigation is also trying to create the impression that

there was corruption with respect to the Vice President's

actions in the Ukraine related to Hunter Biden's position on

the board?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe that this investigation,

regardless of motive, which I can't know, but in practice is

precisely what the Russian information campaign was hoping

to achieve, as well as several of the corrupt oligarchs.

MR. SCHRAM:  That is all for now.

MR. GOSHORN:  Before we move, if I could have time for

just one quick follow-up, if that's okay with everyone.

Mr. Hochstein, my name is Dan Goshorn.  I'm a Senior

Investigator for Senator Wyden, and I just wanted to clarify

something you said earlier.  I believe you said that the

Russian disinformation efforts related to Hunter Biden's

position on Burisma were just--that narrative was just one

of many that the Russians were using to discredit Vice

President Biden's work in Ukraine.  Is that correct?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Correct.
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MR. GOSHORN:  So if Hunter Biden had never joined the

board of Burisma or, you know, if there was no Hunter Biden,

would there still have been a Russian disinformation effort

to discredit Vice President Biden's work in Ukraine?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. GOSHORN:  Thank you.  That's all for me.

MR. KRAMER:  Is this a good time to take a 5-minute

break, switch sides, and go to Round 3?

MR. FOLIO:  Yeah, Kelly, I think that's good.  Can we

plan to reconvene at 12:45?  And just one logistical point. 

Roy, can you keep the exhibit pen for a second?  I'm going

to have one question on Exhibit B when we get back.

All right.  See you guys at 12:45.

[Recess.]

MR. FOLIO:  Roy, if you wouldn't mind just pulling up

Exhibit B, I have a question about the penultimate paragraph

on the first page.  Thank you.

Can you just scroll down, please, to the bottom of the

first page, that penultimate paragraph.

Mr. Hochstein, the second paragraph from the bottom,

specifically the second sentence from the end, it reads, "We

similarly urge you to press ahead with urgent reforms to the

Prosecutor General's Office and judiciary."  Other than that

sentence or anywhere else in this letter, did you see any

place in which the Senators, including Chairman Johnson,
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called for the dismissal of then-Prosecutor General Shokin?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I did not, in that letter or in that

paragraph.

MR. FOLIO:  Mr. Hochstein, are you aware of Chairman

Johnson's support for the provision of lethal aid to Ukraine

during this time period?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe I remember that.

MR. FOLIO:  Were you aware of the half dozen or so

trips that Chairman Johnson took to Ukraine during this time

period?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm sorry.  It was hard for me to

understand.

MR. FOLIO:  Were you aware of the half dozen or so

trips that Chairman Johnson took to Ukraine during this time

period?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I was aware that [inaudible] to

Ukraine.  I am not aware of the amount of [inaudible] trips.

MR. KRAMER:  Joe, I'm sorry.  You're coming through

really poorly.  If somebody is not on mute and you're not

speaking, could you please mute.  Other than you.  There is

sound coming from other sources.

MR. FOLIO:  I think we are all muted here so I'll just

try to speak loudly and more slowly.

Mr. Hochstein, are you aware of Chairman Johnson's

legislation regarding the Nord Stream 2 pipeline?
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I am.

MR. FOLIO:  And what's your general understanding and

impression of that legislation?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It calls for the sanctions to be placed

on the companies involved in the construction of the Nord

Stream 2 pipeline.

MR. FOLIO:  Are you aware that on November 3, 2015,

Chairman Johnson held a hearing in his Foreign Relations

Subcommittee entitled "Putin's invasion of Ukraine and the

Propaganda That Threatens Europe"?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't know that I'm aware of that

hearing.

MR. FOLIO:  Are you aware that on June 14, 2015,

Chairman Johnson's subcommittee held a hearing entitled

"Southeast Europe: Strengthening Democracy and Countering

Malign Foreign Influence”?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm not aware of that but I'm aware of

the effort.

MR. FOLIO:  Are you aware that Chairman Johnson, along

with other Senators, has been blacklisted from Russia due to

their advocacy on behalf of Ukraine? 

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe I was aware of that.

MR. FOLIO:  So during the minority's questioning, they

asked you about your impression of our investigation, and

they wanted to chat about that for a minute.  So with regard
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to our investigation, I don't want to mischaracterize your

answer, but you said you seemed to be disappointed that we

were looking at this, and I'd just like to understand why.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Because--and again, what I said during

the minority staff questioning was that regardless of motive

I believe that this investigation is being seen as a

successful outcome of what some oligarchs, corrupt oligarchs

and corruption forces were looking for, which is to take

accusations that were made in Ukraine against Vice President

Biden's efforts to tie our anticorruption efforts at the

time to the presence of his son on the board, or that he had

ulterior motives.

And my disappointment is because I was involved with

those efforts and I knew what the purpose of those efforts

were and where they were coming from, and I know what we

were trying to and succeeding, and sometimes failing to do

was truly an obstruction effort.  So that's my

disappointment, that it gives rise to the [inaudible] about

anticorruption efforts in not only Ukraine but elsewhere.

MR. FOLIO:  So is one way to combat these narratives

that you believe to be false is to speak with former U.S.

officials like yourself to understand exactly what did and

did not happen?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think that conversations that are

under the guise of investigation, that is based on these
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kinds--on allegations of activities, not to go specifically

into areas that repeat narratives pursued by Moscow and by

nefarious actors in Ukraine, I think gives it credence. 

When you do something as an investigation and you have a lot

of press reporting around the investigation that support the

outcome, I think that it has that effect.

MR. FOLIO:  Do you think it's more helpful for us to

address these issues by speaking with you or not speaking

with you, to understand what happened?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  All of these matters that we are

discussing over the last few months, when you talk about the

Hunter Biden being on the board of Burisma, this, as I think

your colleague showed me an article that appeared about

Hunter joining the board, that was in 2015.  The actions of

the the Prosecutor General, Mr. Shokin, was in 2015, I

believe, or 2016, sorry.  And this was all debated and

reported on in the media, in the U.S. media, quite a bit.  

And so when we look at it as an investigation five

years later, in the middle of a presidential campaign, that

is something that brings--it could cause folks to doubt the

motivations, and I think when a number of people related to

the investigation have stated in the press that it's about

the election and that it has to be done within an election

time frame, that also brings rise to the doubting of the

investigation itself.
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MR. FOLIO:  You know, we talked about the undisputed

fact that Hunter Biden taking a position and the money he

was paid to serve in that position.  I'm interested in what

your perspective is.  Are you saying you think it's

inappropriate for us to be looking at that, or are you

saying it's inappropriate for us to be looking at that at

this time?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think that it's a combination of the

two.  Look, I don't presume to convince you in a debate

about whether or not you should have this investigation. 

The facts are that you're having the investigation.  I have

my views on it.  You've asked me to participate.  I have

chosen to do so without subpoena and to do this voluntarily. 

And it is my personal view that regardless of the

Committee's intentions, which I will not presume, the

outcome of doing it in this timeline, in this time frame is

seen and reported on in other countries and in Russia and in

Ukraine, the success or the negative operations of

disinformation against Vice President Biden that are going

on more generally.

But again, I'm not trying to convince you.

MR. FOLIO:  I just want to understand your answers you

provided to the minority questions.  And I guess, you know,

what we're looking at is the fact that the Vice President's

son took a position on a company that the United States and
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other foreign law enforcement entities were investigating

for corruption.  So I just want to understand, from your

perspective, do you think that issue matters and was worth

investigating?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think--first of all, you're asking me

to have an out-of-body experience.  I was working very

closely with the Vice President on corruption matters in

Ukraine.  I was working in concert with other officials from

the U.S. Government.  We were never working in isolation or

in a dark room.  We were all discussing this on a regular

basis and coordinating our efforts and strategies.

So I know for a fact that these allegations are untrue. 

When somebody says that the Vice President wanted to fire

Shokin to support his son, I know it's not true.  Now I know

it because I was there.  I was on that trip.  I was in

meetings before.  I know who else was calling for the firing

of Shokin.  I know that it wasn't the Vice President's view

alone.  I know that it was called for by other international

financial institutions, other governments.  

So the idea that firing, or calling for reforms in the

Prosecutor General Office culminating in the removal of him

was a coordinated, multi-stakeholder effort, and therefore

the plausibility that that was somehow manipulated all for a

tiny little company called Burisma that Hunter Biden was on

the board of, for somebody like me that was there, I know
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that it's not true.  So you're asking me to give a

validation of whether or not it's appropriate to look at it. 

That's for you to assess.  I can tell you (1) I was there,

(2) it was multilateral, (3) it was an interagency, (4) it

had no material effect on Burisma itself or on Mr.

Zlochevsky.  

And therefore, I think everything we did was above

board, and lastly, that it was well known.  It was all in

the press.  And if there was a real effort to have some kind

of conspiracy, it could have been discussed in 2015 or in

2014 or in 2016.  But it's being discussed in 2020, ahead of

an election.

MR. FOLIO:  You know, I think you're referring to the

new news articles that came out in 2015, but as you may be

aware in the letters that we sent that referred to you. 

Obviously, that information wasn't made available until

recently.  As you said, you were involved in the decision-

making, so that's precisely why we're trying to speak to

you.

And I think getting to that point, you know, the

testimony you provided to the minority, you said that Hunter

Biden's decision to join the board didn't affect anything. 

So I understand that your testimony with regard to the

decision to seek the removal of then Prosecutor General

Shokin.  But, you know, did Russia use the fact that Hunter
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Biden's position on the board of Burisma to advance its own

narrative?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It tried to, yes.

MR. FOLIO:  So then it certainly affected something.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  So the question that I was asked was

when I learned in 2014 from the press that he had joined the

board did it have an effect.  It did not.  It did not

affect--and I specifically said it did not affect my job or

anything that we were doing in Ukraine.  

About a year later it started popping up, or maybe

even--yeah, just about a year later it started popping up by

Russian propaganda and by some other oligarchs as

undermining the American message and the Vice President's

message.  I would even argue then that it wasn't a

successful effort by Russia.  I mean, it was an effort but

it wasn't successful.  Ukrainian government officials never

bought into it, did not raise Hunter Biden, and our

discussions on corruption were always on the merits, even

when they were very difficult, and there were certain

moments where we were demanding and asking them to do things

they were uncomfortable with, because it upset some of the

politics in Kiev.  And yet they never once, not to me or, to

my knowledge, to anyone else at a senior level, did they

say, "How you can you ask me this in spite of the fact that

you have the story?"  So it wasn't a successful effort by
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the Russians but it was an effort.

MR. FOLIO:  Are you aware of whether Ukrainian

officials ever raised concerns with anyone else in the State

Department or the U.S. Government?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm not aware.

MR. FOLIO:  We looked at an email--I think the minority

introduced it as an exhibit, in which you and your team were

spending time responding to the Russian news reports. 

Before Hunter Biden taking a position on the board you

wouldn't have had to do that, right?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  You mean the email chain?  Yeah, we

write that we would have had spent that time creating other

talking points.  That is correct.

MR. FOLIO:  I mean, not all things are equal, right. 

You looked at and discussed with the minority in the email,

part of that Russian article said that the Biden family will

begin a large-scale privatization in Ukraine.  I mean, does

that have any basis in fact?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. FOLIO:  Do the claims about Hunter Biden serving on

the board of Burisma have a basis in fact?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. FOLIO:  So why give the Russians one more way to

potentially attack and undermine U.S. foreign policy on

Ukraine?
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm not sure what I'm being asked.

MR. FOLIO:  So we're talking about your comment about

whether--what effect, if any, it's had on your work in U.S.

anticorruption policy.  So you talked with minority, and

we're talking about now, is how the Russians were trying to

exploit his position, Hunter Biden's position, on the board

of Burisma to undermine U.S. foreign policy and to convince

Ukraine to [inaudible].  That's an effect on U.S. foreign

policy, right?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.  Not necessarily.  It would be an

effect on foreign policy if we changed our policy as a

result.  But there was no change of American foreign policy

except for the fact that we had to spend probably a few

extra minutes, in doing the talking points, on how to

address it in the case that it may come up.  

Again, I'm trying to stress this many times.  Vice

President Biden was the boogeyman, not just for Russians in

Ukraine.  He was boogie man for many oligarchs whose income,

our effort, Vice President Biden's effort directly affected. 

And they wanted his reputation to be tarnished so that he

would not continue the efforts that cost them so much money. 

That continues to this day, and partly their efforts today

is because of the return of the anticorruption movements

from the United States and Ukraine.

So did it affect U.S. foreign policy is the question
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you keep asking me, and I keep telling you, was it up, was

it a data point?  It was a data point to be aware of but it

never factored in.  Could it have?  I don't know.

MR. FOLIO:  Isn't that the entire--isn't that the

primary purpose of conflicts of interest rules is to not

allow things like this to happen, not allow questions to be

drawn that potentially undermine the effectiveness of U.S.

policy?

MR. KRAMER:  Are you saying that there's a conflict of

interest rule that applies in this circumstance?

MR. FOLIO:  There are a variety of conflict of interest

rules, but rules aside, right, isn't it just sort of a

fundamental point, when you have something like this, the

appearance of or actual conflict of interest, like the

reason those rules exist is to try and remove doubt that

could be cast on an otherwise valid policy.  Right?

MR. KRAMER:  Again, are you trying to assert that there

is an exigent rule that prohibits this situation?  If there

is, please tell us the rule and we can talk.

MR. FOLIO:  There are a variety of conflicts of

interest rules that apply.  I'm not referring to any

specific one.  I don't have the impression that Mr.

Hochstein is an expert in those rules.  But I'm just asking

from his position as a U.S. official, not that I am either. 

It's just a general statement about a different area of law. 
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But from your position as a U.S. official, you had to deal

with these issues, but your understanding of, you know, why

you were told, and took training on the avoidances of

appearances of conflict, I mean, isn't the fundamental

purpose to avoid questions being drawn as to the motives or

otherwise on policy?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It is true that I have taken courses,

you know, the obligatory courses in conflict of interest,

but I was never one that had to be implementing them or

supervising them in any way.  My job was to--I saw the data

point that Hunter Biden was on the board.  It kind of

appeared in the press, had a little flurry of activity in

early 2014.  And I did not then see it come up again for a

while, and when it came up again it was trying to use it to

create an appearance and a perception.  I believe that

effort failed because it was intended to influence Ukrainian

government officials to not follow our suggestions on

governance reform.  

And the reason it never had a chance really of

succeeding is because the efforts of reform that the Vice

President was taking, that I was taking, and that others in

the U.S. Government were taking, were done in concert with

multilateral institutions, with the EU, et cetera.  So

nobody serious ever considered it to be a conflict of

interest, because the facts always negated it.
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MR. FOLIO:  Was Mr. Zlochevsky being investigated

because he was alleged to have stolen assets from the

Ukrainian people?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.  I don't know if that's exactly

what the prosecution [inaudible].

MR. FOLIO:  The shorthand for--I mean, he was alleged

that he took wealth from the Ukrainian people in the form,

the licenses, the land grants.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Correct.

MR. FOLIO:  And it was part of the U.S. foreign policy

to try and recapture Ukrainian assets that folks believed

were wrongfully taken away from the country.  Is that right?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. FOLIO:  Was Mr.--

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The benefits of those assets, right?

MR. FOLIO:  Right.

Was Mr. Zlochevsky ever successfully prosecuted?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. FOLIO:  So across--during this time, certain people

within the U.S. government specifically called out Mr.

Zlochevsky as being corrupt and worthy of investigation, if

not prosecution, right?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. FOLIO:  So across three different prosecutor

generals from this 2014 time period to 2016 time period,
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despite the U.S., certain U.S. officials calling explicitly

for his investigation and prosecution, all the cases against

him were dismissed.  Why do you think that happened?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think--well, so I don't know--I don't

know for--

MR. KRAMER:  Hold on for one second.  The premise that

all the cases were dismissed, I don't know if that's true. 

If you know that that's true, then you can respond to it,

but if you don't know that's true, then you should just--

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The UK case was dismissed.  The

Ukrainian cases were closed.  That is--I can't say for

certain why we in the U.S. government suspected that he--

that--we wanted those cases to go forward, and expressed

those, that interest openly.

MR. FOLIO:  So for whatever reason, the U.S. desire to

have those cases move forward in its message, it wasn't

received?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  That is correct--well, no.  I think the

message--no, no, no.  Sorry.  The message was received.  It

was received loud and clear for--

MR. FOLIO:  It was never a factor?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  As I said before, in the fight against

corruption, you're--it's not--it fights back, and--

MR. FOLIO:  Right.  We understand and appreciate well,

but my--
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm just going to say that the lack of

prosecution--or sorry--the lack of successful prosecution

was more about the corruption in the Ukrainian system than

it was about anything else.

MR. FOLIO:  And if it's such an uphill battle to fight

corruption, I guess I'm just not sure I understand your

testimony about how it--making it that much more difficult

by having the Vice President's son on the board doesn't

matter--in a couple emails?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm--look, I was seen and perceived in

Ukraine--

MR. FOLIO:  Right.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  --as someone who was State Department

and very close to Vice President Biden.  That was how they

perceived my role.

They also knew that I was very hard against the

corruption in Ukraine.  I was doing things that were

uncomfortable with--for corrupt individuals in Ukraine, and

they knew that I was called into the prosecution and the

cooperation of the prosecution of Zlochevsky.

So there is just no credibility in saying that anyone

in Ukraine thought that the Vice President or the people

that worked in the administration and the people that were

working closely with them in Ukraine were nothing--anything

but fully committed and serious in trying to prosecute
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corrupt individuals in Ukraine.

MR. FOLIO:  But sitting here today, do you have any

understanding as to why those efforts were not--to prosecute

Mr. Zlochevsky were not successful?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  My personal view was that Mr.

Zlochevsky was doing what many other corrupt individuals do

in Ukraine when it comes to avoid prosecutions, and that's

open their purse, but--

MR. FOLIO:  I'm sorry.  I'm going to--

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  --I cannot prove that.

MR. FOLIO:  I'm going to turn the questioning over to

my colleague, Brian Downey.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm sorry?  To who?

MR. FOLIO:  Brian Downey.

MR. DOWNEY:  Mr. Hochstein, can you hear me?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I can.

MR. DOWNEY:  So on October 8th, 2015, President Obama

announced his intent to nominate yourself as the Assistant

Secretary for Energy Resources at the Department of State,

correct?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I trust that the date is correct.  I

don't remember it, though.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did you speak with Vice President Biden

about Hunter Biden's role on Burisma for that date?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't believe so.
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MR. DOWNEY:  On October 21st, 2015, Vice President

Biden announced at the Rose Garden that he was not running

for President in 2016.  Did you speak with Vice President

Biden about Hunter Biden and his position on Burisma's board

before that announcement?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I couldn't be sure.  I have no idea.

MR. DOWNEY:  I didn't hear you, sir.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I said I have no idea exactly which day

it was.  It was sometime in late October.

MR. DOWNEY:  And you met with Hunter Biden in or around

November 2nd, 2015.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Is that a question?

MR. DOWNEY:  Yes. 

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Oh.  Yes, I did.  I mean, I see from

the email that you sent me that it would have been somewhere

a few days after that email.

MR. DOWNEY:  So going back to your meeting with--or

your discussion with Vice President Biden in October of

2015, was there anyone else present when you had this

conversation with the Vice President?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. DOWNEY:  Why did you decide to raise this issue

with Vice President Biden at that time?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  We were starting to think about a trip

to Ukraine, and I wanted to make sure that he was aware that
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there was an increase in chatter on media outlets close to

Russians and corrupt oligarchs-owned media outlets about

undermining his message--to try to undermine his message and

including Hunter Biden being part of the board of Burisma.

MR. DOWNEY:  So why did you do--why did you have this

conversation with the Vice President?  Why didn't someone in

his press office have this conversation or someone else at

the State Department have this conversation?  Why did you

discuss this issue with Vice President Biden in October of

2015?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I was the International Energy Envoy. 

I worked on energy issues around the world.  I had been the

one who was working on energy issues in Ukraine.  It wasn't

an anticorruption job, but it was part of a job.  And we--I

had worked--that because of that, it called for me to spend

more time with the Vice President.  I wanted to make sure

that he was aware of it.

He may have heard it from others.  I wouldn't know who

else would have spoken to him, but I thought it was part of

my job to inform him.

MR. DOWNEY:  Before having this conversation with Vice

President Biden in October 2015, did you bring up with other

individuals at the State Department that you were going to

raise this issue with Vice President Biden?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I had not told anyone that I was going
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to--the decision to inform him was as we were walking.  I

don't believe that I had shared that decision.

MR. DOWNEY:  Why not?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  This was a conversation of chance.  You

know, we happened to be walking away from a meeting

together, and it was an opportune time to raise it with him. 

It's not as though I scheduled a meeting or anything about

this.  This was a conversation while we were walking.

MR. DOWNEY:  So after this conversation with Vice

President Biden, did you debrief with Secretary Kerry or

other officials at the State Department about this

conversation?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't remember.  I may have mentioned

to--I don't remember.  I may have said that I had a

conversation with him about what was happening on the ground

in--on what  the Russians were trying to do via corrupt

oligarchs, but I can't be certain.

MR. DOWNEY:  Had a conversation with who?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I said I--you asked a question about--

sort of a generic, to anyone in the State Department.  I

don't recall if I did or not.  I may have.

MR. DOWNEY:  What about to Secretary Kerry?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't believe so.

MR. DOWNEY:  During this conversation with Vice

President Biden, did you recommend to the Vice President
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that Hunter Biden should leave Burisma's board?

MR. KRAMER:  So, again, I'll instruct you not to--I'm

going to instruct you not to discuss the substance of the

conversation.  I think it's fair for you to indicate like

what did you--the purpose in that meeting was to urge him to

recommend.  It has to be all about your own personal--

MR. DOWNEY:  So this will be, I believe, Exhibit 4 for

the Majority, which will be Tab 4, Will.

[Hochstein Exhibit No. 4 was

marked for identification.]

MR. KRAMER:  What is the base, Mr. Downey? 

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  This is the news article by Adam Entous

of July 1st, 2019, entitled "Will Hunter Biden Jeopardize

His Father's Campaign?"

MR. KRAMER:  Okay.  I think we're familiar with the

document.  We don't have it in front of us.  So if you--

MR. DOWNEY:  Yes.

MR. KRAMER:  --would like to just manipulate it on the

screen.

MR. DOWNEY:  Yeah.  Will, can you go to page 8?  There. 

Right there is perfect.

I want to turn your attention, Mr. Hochstein, to the

paragraph that starts with "In December of 2015."

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes, sir.

MR. DOWNEY:  So this article, I quote, In December
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2015, as Joe Biden prepared to return to Ukraine, his aides

brace for a renewed scrutiny of Hunter's relationship with

Burisma.  Amos Hochstein, the Obama administration's Special

Envoy for Energy Policy, raised the matter with Biden but

did not go as far as to recommend that Hunter leave the

board.  As Hunter recalled, his father discussed Burisma

with him just once saying Dad said I hope you know what

you're doing, and I said I do.

Did you speak to Adam Entous for this article?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  He called me, and I would not confirm

and would not confirm or deny any parts of what he reported.

MR. DOWNEY:  Was what he wrote about you not going as

far as to recommend that Hunter leave the board accurate?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I did not--that quote does not come

from me.

MR. DOWNEY:  Do you know who that would come from?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  You would have to ask Mr. Entous.  I

did not--I did not discuss my conversation with Vice

President Biden with Adam Entous

MR. DOWNEY:  Did you recommend that Hunter leave the

board to either Vice President Biden or to Hunter Biden

himself?

MR. KRAMER:  You can answer that with respect to a

conversation with Hunter Biden.  I instruct you not to

answer with respect to any conversation you may or may not
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have with the Vice President.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  In my conversation with Hunter Biden, I

did not recommend that he leave the board. 

MR. DOWNEY:  Why not?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't believe that was my place to

have that discussion, one way or the other.

MR. DOWNEY:  How did Hunter Biden know you had a

conversation with Vice President Biden?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  He told me that the Vice President told

him that he had a discussion.

MR. DOWNEY:  So in late October 2015, you have the

conversation with Vice President Biden about Hunter's

position on Burisma's board.  He tells Hunter Biden, and

then sometimes in the beginning of November 2015, you

discuss Burisma with Hunter Biden?

MR. KRAMER:  Again, we can't confirm or deny anything

about a conversation that may or may not have happened with

the Vice President.  Otherwise, he can confirm that's an

accurate statement, if it is.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It is true that I had--I raised the

matter with Vice President Biden.  It is true that Hunter

Biden called me--or called--his office contacted my office,

and I did meet with him sometime after that.

MR. DOWNEY:  And you met with him at the State

Department?
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. DOWNEY:  Where did you meet him?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  We met at a coffee shop in Georgetown,

I believe.

MR. DOWNEY:  Was that his idea or your idea?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I would not know.  It was on the

schedule that way.  Sometimes if I was speaking somewhere or

if I was coming from somewhere, just to coordinate the

schedules, I would--I was at the Four Seasons across the

street, I would--"Let's just meet in a coffee shop."  It was

easier.

MR. DOWNEY:  Biden did not want to meet you at the

State Department headquarters?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.  I don't--I have no idea, but he

went--this request for a meeting went through--formally

through my office at the State Department.  I don't think he

was trying to hide it.

MR. DOWNEY:  And how long did this meeting with Hunter

Biden last?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I couldn't tell you exactly.  When is

it?  Five years ago?  But my guess from the past is that it

was somewhere in 20 minutes or so.  It wasn't a long

meeting.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did you often take meetings outside the

Department when you served at the State Department? 
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  On--it wasn't entirely unusual to have

lunch with people, with foreign ambassadors to--with others,

have coffee, or--I think that's a fairly normal practice

across all administrations.  Just walk by any day on the

corner of--Peet's Coffee there on the corner of

Pennsylvania.

MR. DOWNEY:  So you had meetings with other individuals

like the one you had with Hunter Biden in November of 2015?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  When you say meetings like that one,

what do you mean?  Do you mean did I have meetings with

people outside the office?

MR. DOWNEY:  How did you--remind me how you--what was

the meeting with Hunter Biden?  Was it over coffee?  Was it

at a restaurant?  Do you recall?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It was--I probably had a cup of coffee. 

It was at a café across the street from the Four Seasons on

M Street.

MR. DOWNEY:  After this meeting with Hunter Biden, did

you brief people in the State Department?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. DOWNEY:  Why not?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  There was nothing to brief.

MR. DOWNEY:  Why was there nothing to brief?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  We had a short coffee where we talked

about how he, his dad, and his sister were doing in the

Page 119

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



120

aftermath of his brother's passing, and I repeated in

probably two sentences, my view of the fact that the

Russians were using his presence on the board as part of a

broad effort to undermine the United States anticorruption

efforts in the Ukraine.

MR. DOWNEY:  And what was Hunter Biden's reaction to

that?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Frustration.  I believe I said it

earlier when your colleague asked me that.  I think he was--

he had--I think the only thing he said was that he was

focused on the present and the future of the company and not

the allegations regarding the past and that he was

frustrated that this was--that this was happening.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did you speak with members of Vice

President Biden's staff or to Vice President Biden after

meeting with Hunter Biden in November of 2015?

MR. KRAMER:  So take that as a yes--you mean about the

meeting with Hunter Biden?

MR. DOWNEY:  Yes, about the meeting with Hunter Biden

in November of 2015.

MR. KRAMER:  Take that one, yes.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. DOWNEY:  So I'm going to kind of transition here. 

When you served at the State Department, were you familiar

with Blue Star Strategies?
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I became aware and familiar with them

at some point.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did you know the firm's CEO, Karen

Tramontano?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I actually did not know Karen.  I knew

her by reputation, but I did not know her personally.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did you know Blue Star's COO, Sally

Painter?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:   I did.

MR. DOWNEY:  How did you know Sally Painter?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Our paths had crossed probably 20 years

earlier.  I forget exactly where.  I believe she worked for

a former Congressman that I knew back in the '90s, so

literally 20 years earlier.  So I knew her in that way, but

I did not know Blue Star.

MR. DOWNEY:  How did you communicate with Sally Painter

or Karen Tramontano?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Sally contacted me.  I don't remember

how, the first time.  She may have called--but I don't

recall--and said they were working on something in Ukraine

and wanted to chat with me.

MR. DOWNEY:  Do you recall when that conversation or

that request came in?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Probably sometime in maybe late

November, maybe early December.  I don't remember.  I think
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maybe late November, but I'm not 100 percent.

MR. DOWNEY:  November 2015?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah, yeah, sometime in that latter

part of November.

MR. DOWNEY:  So when did you become aware that Blue

Star Strategies represented Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  When Sally, I think, and Karen came to

my office.

MR. DOWNEY:  And this was either late November 2015,

early December 2015?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It may have been December 2015.  I

remember there was an issue.  I was about to go to Ukraine;

we were going to meet before or after.  But I don't remember

exactly.  I don't [inaudible].

MR. DOWNEY:  So this is around the same period Vice

President Biden is going to Ukraine in the first week of

December of 2015?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think that I didn't meet with them

until after, but I'm not 100 percent sure.  But I don't--I'm

not sure.  I may have met them before.  Sorry.

MR. DOWNEY:  So in December of 2015, you met with Karen

Tramontano and Sally Painter?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah.  I definitely met with Sally.  I

don't remember if Karen participated in that particular

meeting.
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MR. DOWNEY:  Did the meeting occur at the State

Department?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did anyone else attend that meeting with

Sally Painter from Blue Star's team?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  They may have.  I don't remember.

MR. DOWNEY:  John Buretta of Cravath ring a bell?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I met with him more than once, and I

definitely remember that Mr. Buretta joined one of the

meetings, but not--I don't believe he joined the first one.

MR. DOWNEY:  So in your first meeting with Blue Star

Strategies, did the topic of Burisma come up with you?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. DOWNEY:  What was Blue Star seeking to learn from

you in that meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Blue Star informed me that--or I should

say Sally and her team informed me that they were looking

into--that they'd been hired by Burisma or by the Burisma

board--I don't remember which one; it may have been the

board--to look into the accusations against Mr. Zlochevsky

and Burisma and to give an assessment of the veracity of the

charges against Burisma--or, sorry, against Zlochevsky.  And

they asked for my views on that, and they told me that they

were going to be traveling and they would be talking to a

number of people in order to get an accurate assessment and

Page 123

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



124

to have an independent report.  That is what they told me

when they first met me.

MR. DOWNEY:  What did you provide to Blue Star during

that meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I told them that I believed that Mr.

Zlochevsky faced real and credible accusations; that I

believed that it was unfortunate that he wasn't being

prosecuted for them; and that I was still holding out hope

that there would be a cooperation by the Ukrainian

prosecutor's office to support these investigations; and I

urged them to--I was happy that they were looking into it

and hoped that they would produce a report that supported

those allegations.

MR. DOWNEY:  During the meeting in December of 2015

with Blue Star Strategy officials, did they provide you any

briefing papers or documents regarding the company Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Not in the first meeting, no.

MR. DOWNEY:  What was the reaction to what you told

them during this December 2015 meeting that you thought the

allegations against Mr. Zlochevsky were serious?

MR. KRAMER:  And, Brian, just real quickly, you keep

saying the December 2015 meeting, and Amos has said it was

somewhere around that, he is not positive of the date.  I

think it's fine to keep doing it that way.  I just want the

record to reflect that Amos said that he was not certain as
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to exactly when that date was.

MR. DOWNEY:  Understood.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  You asked what their reaction was to

my--to me, right?

MR. DOWNEY:  Correct.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  They were pretty straight up.  They

said, look, we are just at the beginning; we are looking

into this; we're going to want to talk to--to get a better

understanding, and we'd like your help in doing this, and

your support.  And I said that if they were conducting this

investigation, I would be happy to be helpful if I can.

MR. DOWNEY:  So Blue Star was conducting an

investigation?  Did I hear you correctly?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  They said that they were hired to look

into this, and maybe they didn't use the word

"investigation."  Maybe they were saying they were looking

into the accusation against Burisma and that they were going

to have an independent report that they were going to put

together for the board--or for the company.  I don't

remember if it was the board.

MR. DOWNEY:  So when you provided your view of the

allegations against Mr. Zlochevsky, were you speaking what

the State Department's position was, the U.S. Government's

position was, or just yourself?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I was speaking as--I don't think that
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one could have separated that.  I was speaking as a U.S.

official, even telling them that that's what I believed as a

U.S. official, that was our view.  And they were already

aware--it wasn't in doubt.  In other words, they came in and

said we are aware that the U.S. Government has these

accusations; we want to hear what your thoughts were outside

of, you know, sort of chatter.  Can you share--you know, is

it accurate?  Are those impressions on the outside that the

U.S. Government has these views true?  And I said they were,

and I expanded.

MR. DOWNEY:  During this first meeting with Blue Star

officials, did you provide any insight of the months prior

in your discussions that you had with Vice President Biden

regarding Hunter Biden being on Burisma's board or the fact

that you discussed at the beginning of November of 2015

Burisma with Hunter Biden?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I shared none of that.

MR. DOWNEY:  Why not?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I didn't think it was their business.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did they mention the fact that Hunter

Biden served on Burisma's board during this meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  They wanted to make sure that--they

told me that they were aware--I don't know how to

characterize it.  They did mention that he was on the board

along with--that there was a new--relatively new board over

Page 126

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



127

the last year or so that was established including Hunter

Biden and the former President of Poland and some guy from,

I think it was, Morgan Stanley or Goldman or some such.

MR. DOWNEY:  Were you concerned that Hunter Biden

served on Burisma's board when there was such serious

allegations against its owner, Mr. Zlochevsky?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  My concern really was about how to make

sure that Mr. Zlochevsky was prosecuted, and that we--that I

conducted all the other efforts to pursue the goals of the

administration.  So his seat on the board, as I said before,

whether it was with Blue Star or others, did not impact me

or impact my work.

MR. DOWNEY:  During this first meeting with Blue Star

officials, did they discuss their upcoming trip to Ukraine?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  They mentioned that they were going to

Ukraine.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did they provide any more detail to you?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Not at that time.  I think at some

point they asked me for help with securing a meeting with

Ambassador Pyatt, and I said that I would make a

recommendation.

MR. DOWNEY:  So you did secure a meeting between Blue

Star and Ambassador Pyatt?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.  I said that if they needed my

help, I would be happy to secure--to make a recommendation
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that they meet with him, again, under the guise that they

were trying--at that time, my knowledge at the time was that

they were looking to conduct an independent report on

whether or not there was veracity to the wrongdoings by

Zlochevsky.

MR. DOWNEY:  Do you know if Blue Star Strategies ever

completed that report?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes, they did--I believe they did.  I

did not see it, though.

MR. DOWNEY:  Do you know who might have seen the

report?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't know.

MR. DOWNEY:  Do you know if Blue Star Strategies

provided that report to other State Department officials?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't know.  And I do want to say I

may--I may have received their--they may have showed me

their report, but I don't recall.  They shared the

conclusions, but I don't know if I actually saw the physical

report.

MR. DOWNEY:  And what were the conclusions of that

report?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  They told me that they believed that

Zlochevsky was tried, prosecuted, and the charges against

him were dismissed by the U.K. and, therefore, there was no

reason to hold him responsible since the judicial system
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worked.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did you agree with that report?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I strongly disagreed with it.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did you let Blue Star officials know that

disagreement?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I was very clear about my views that I

disagreed--

MR. DOWNEY:  And what--sorry.  What was Blue Star's

reaction to your disagreement?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  They clearly did not agree with me, and

I expressed my disappointment.

MR. DOWNEY:  Do you know how Blue Star had constructed

this report?  What were their sources?  What were their--

what was their factual evidence that obviously in the end

you didn't agree with?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  All I can tell you is what they told

me, and they had hired a well-respected former Department of

Justice career official, Mr. Buretta.  I did not know Mr.

Buretta then or now, so I don't know--I can't speak to his

credentials.  They claim that they had conducted a thorough

investigation but there was all accusations and mud-slinging

in Ukraine between all kinds of businessmen accusing each

other of things, and that the ultimate proof was that there

was a case and the judge--I forget the language that the

judge in U.K. used, but it said that there was no facts--
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factual basis for it and threw it out, and they were largely

hanging their hat on that.

MR. DOWNEY:  Okay.  Well, we're going to go to--this

will be, I think, Exhibit 5, which is at Tab 13, and the

Bates number is 1125.  If you could pull that up?  Thank

you.

[Hochstein Exhibit No. 5 was

marked for identification.]

MR. DOWNEY:  If you could scroll down.  So on March 21,

2016, according to this State Department document, Blue Star

officials requested a meeting with you, Mr. Hochstein.  In

this email, a Blue Star official wrote:  "I understand you

have previously met with Sally Painter regarding energy

issues in Ukraine, and she is hoping to brief you on a

sensitive energy matter ahead of President Poroshenko's

upcoming visit to D.C. next week."

Did this meeting between you and Blue Star officials

occur in March of 2016?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe this was the meeting where we

had our disagreement.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did John Buretta attend this meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe so.

MR. DOWNEY:  Who else attended this meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Karen Tramontano.

MR. DOWNEY:  So it was Karen Tramontano, John Buretta,
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and Sally Painter?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did Blue Star mention its meetings with

other State Department officials with you during this March

2016 meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't believe so.  I'm not--but I

couldn't be--I cannot be certain.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did Blue Star officials discuss with you

ever meeting with Ambassador Pyatt during this March 2016

meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  They may have.

MR. DOWNEY:  And what did they tell you about their

meeting with Ambassador Pyatt?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe--

MR. KRAMER:  Again, don't speculate about what you

think may have happened.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  All I recall is they were equally

frustrated with their meeting with Ambassador Pyatt, who had

repeated what he had said in public.

MR. DOWNEY:  Why did you accept this meeting with Blue

Star Strategies in March of 2016?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Because until that meeting I was still

under the impression from the first meeting that they were

looking to conduct a report.  I was--I didn't have an issue

with meeting with them again and hearing where they were in
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their process.

MR. DOWNEY:  Was your view or the U.S. Government's

view of Burisma different from when Blue Star first met you

in December of 2015?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did Blue Star officials or Mr. Buretta in

this March 2016 meeting discuss the prosecutor general

office with you?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't recall.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did Blue Star officials discuss Ukraine

President Poroshenko's planned March 2016 trip to D.C. with

you?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I really have no idea.  I don't

remember.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did Blue Star--go ahead, sir.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No, I just don't recall the details of

the conversation, I recall sort of the conclusion of what I

walked away from--what I walked away with from the

[inaudible].

MR. DOWNEY:  And during this March 2016 meeting with

Blue Star officials, they provided you a report?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't know if they provided me--as I

said earlier, I don't recall if they gave me a physical

report.  I don't actually remember ever getting a report,

but I just can't be sure.  They gave me a verbal view of
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where they stood.  I don't [inaudible] the conclusion.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did Blue Star officials request anything

from you during this March 2016 meeting?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  They were unhappy with the rhetoric

from U.S. officials, myself included, regarding Mr.

Zlochevsky.  But that's about it.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did they discuss with you any upcoming

trips they had planned to Ukraine?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  In this meeting, in the March meeting?

MR. DOWNEY:  Yes, sir.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't--I don't know.

MR. DOWNEY:  In this March 2016 meeting with Blue Star

officials, did you offer to do anything on Blue Star's

behalf?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. DOWNEY:  Okay.  I think we're close to our time

being up.  I'm going to kick it over to Josh Flynn-Brown of

Chairman Grassley's office and then go from there.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Mr. Hochstein, can you hear me okay?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I can hear you, but I cannot see you--

oh, now I can see you.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Let me move the camera.  The camera

lens was blocked there.  Good to go?  Okay.  Great.

Mr. Hochstein, do you know whether Burisma served as a

vehicle to enrich Ukrainian Government officials?

Page 133

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



134

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't--I don't know.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Would it surprise you if it did?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I just don't know.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Would you agree that Burisma is a

corrupt company?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I would agree that Burisma was involved

in--that I believe that they probably did conduct--that they

were a corrupt company during a certain period of time.  I

don't know about their activities post [inaudible].

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  So what period of time would you say

that they were a corrupt company?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Again, I don't--I'm not a prosecutor,

but it was my view that during the time that Mr. Zlochevsky

left his office in government--and while he was in

government in the earlier 2000s when the leases were being

given to Burisma, I think that was a period of time in which

those transactions seemed questionable.

MR. KRAMER:  So let me interrupt because we've been

going a little bit over an hour, so I think it's time just

to switch off, take a quick break, and then we can wrap this

thing up with Session 4.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  I just have several questions here. 

I'd like to finish the line of inquiry if it's okay with

you.  But if you would very much prefer a break, we can take

5 minutes right now?
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MR. KRAMER:  Yeah, I would prefer the break.  We talked

about this in advance.  We agreed on the hour, the hour, the

hour, the hour, and that's what we'll do.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Okay, then we will--

MR. SCHRAM:  Josh, how much time do you think you have

left on that specific line of questions?

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  You know, I think it's anywhere

between 5 and 7 minutes, no more.

MR. SCHRAM:  Between 5 and 7 minutes?

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Correct.

MR. SCHRAM:  Okay.  Why don't we take our break?  And

if that wraps your period of questioning, I'd be fine to

have you take your 5 minutes and then we'll go.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Thank you.  I appreciate that.  So

we'll reconvene at 1:55.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Okay.

[Recess.]

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Okay.  Let's go back on the record. 

It's 1:56.

Did you have anything--I know we had to take a quick

break, but did you have anything to add to your answer with

respect to the timeline in which you believed Burisma was a

corrupt company?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  So while Hunter Biden was a member of
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the board, do you believe that Burisma was a corrupt company

at that time?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I have no idea.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Was it the U.S. government's view

that Burisma was a corrupt company at that time when he was

on the board?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The U.S. government is a euphemism.  To

my knowledge and my recollection, we concentrated most of

our efforts on Zlochevsky at an earlier time, but I can say

for certain that that view is [inaudible].

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  That Hunter Biden was on the board of

Burisma, was it the State Department's view that Zlochevsky

was corrupt?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I didn't mean up--is not about what you

do today or tomorrow.  If you did it yesterday, you're still

a corrupt guy, and I think there was a dim view of him.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Can you repeat that?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think there was a dim view of Mr.

Zlochevsky.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  And what was that dim view based on?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The past actions when he was minister

of ecology and I think a frustration with the collapse of

the case in the UK.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Do you know whether Burisma served as

a vehicle to enrich Ukrainian political parties?
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah.  You've asked me that before.  I

really--I'm not--I don't--I don't know.  I don't know that I

have any information about that.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Are you aware of whether or not

Burisma and Zlochevsky took directions from the Ukrainian

government or any Ukrainian government officials?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Not to my knowledge.  Look, the way the

Ukraine works is really complicated, and people that--you

know, there are all kinds--outsiders have a hard time

understanding some of the behind-the-scenes conversation. 

So I can't say that I know specifically about his

relationships with Ukrainian government officials.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Given Mr. Zlochevsky's reputation,

would it surprise you if he did take directions from the

Ukrainian government or any Ukrainian government officials?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Very little surprises me with Ukraine,

but I have no knowledge.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Are you aware of whether or not

Burisma and Zlochevsky took directions from any political

party?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm not aware.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Would it surprise you if they did?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I honestly don't know.  Again, I think

things are not--in Ukraine, things are rarely linear if one

gives an instruction to the other.  Things are really
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complicated, and they're usually more than meets the eye. 

But I don't know [inaudible].

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Do you believe that Blue Star's

intents when they met with you and other State Department

employees was to alter or influence U.S. policy with respect

to Zlochevsky?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  That's a difficult question.  I think

he certainly wanted me to know of the interview of Mr.

Zlochevsky and that they were frustrated with--did not agree

with the U.S. government officials' view of Mr. Zlochevsky. 

Am I answering your question?  Sorry.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Well, I'd like a more direct one, to

be honest with you.

[Laughter.]

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  I can restate the question if you'd

like.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  They did not like my answer, and they

tried to convince me otherwise.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Did you ever talk to Hunter Biden

about any of his other business associations, or was it just

limited to Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I never had any other conversation with

Hunter Biden about his business activities.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Other than Burisma, are you aware of

Hunter Biden's business connections to other foreign
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companies or foreign nationals?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't believe that I am.

MR. FLYNN-BROWN:  Okay.  Thank you, Mr. Hochstein.

Zack, over to you.

MR. SCHRAM:  Thanks, Josh.  Dan Goshorn is going to

kick off this round for us.

MR. GOSHORN:  Hello again, Mr. Hochstein.

So it's my understanding that you currently serve on

the board of Naftogaz; is that correct?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  That is correct.  The supervisory-

MR. GOSHORN:  Go ahead.  Sorry.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The supervisory board.

MR. GOSHORN:  Can you describe what that means?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  During post Maidan, we were--we the

international community were concerned that a lot of money

from donors, i.e., the IFI's, international financial

institutions, the U.S. government, the Brussels, Germany

were giving money to Ukraine, and with a history of

corruption, we were concerned.

One of the ideas that I was involved with coming up

with was together with the EU and the EBRD and IMF.  

For the court reporter, EBRD is the European Bank for

Reconstruction and Development.

That there would be a supervisory board to the--to

public state-owned entities, such as Naftogaz, where the
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majority of the members serving on the board would be

international people, non-Ukrainians, and the others would

be appointed by the president and prime minister of Ukraine,

so a division between independent and dependent versus

dependent.

We set up that board where the EBRD and the IMF helps

with the selection of the members of the international, and

then the president and prime minister appointed them.

When the first crew if internationals resigned, I was

asked by--originally, it was by the EBRD and by the IMF if I

would join the supervisory board which has a dual purpose,

one to support Naftogaz and as a company, as any board would

do, and the second would be to support the management and

ensure that corruption was not taking hold in the company. 

And therefore, no vote on that board can be taken unless a

majority of the internationals was in favor.

MR. GOSHORN:  And in the Ukraine energy sector, how

does Naftogaz compare to Burisma in size and importance?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Naftogaz is the incumbent.  It is very

important.  It is the--by far, the largest producer.  It

also owns other assets and is state-owned.  Burisma is a

relatively insignificant company.

MR. GOSHORN:  So as you, I'm sure, know, last fall the

House of Representatives initiated an impeachment inquiry

against the President for using the Office of the Presidency
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to pressure Ukraine President Zelensky to launch an

investigation into one of his political rivals, Vice

President Biden, much like the one you're currently

testifying in today.

Notably, the House of Representatives subpoenaed then

Energy Secretary Rick Perry during this inquiry over his

role in the President's pressure campaign against the

Ukraine.  He refused to comply with the subpoena and instead

announced his resignation shortly thereafter.

Recent reporting has shed more light on Secretary

Perry's efforts in Ukraine, including the alleged misuse of

his office and Department of Energy resources, to pressure

Naftogaz to cut deals worth billions of dollars with

American companies in which he and his political donors held

financial interests.  This investigation, however, is only

focused on Burisma, a private--as you said, much smaller

natural gas company operating in Ukraine.

Ranking Member Wyden has repeatedly requested

information from the Trump administration related to its

involvement in Ukraine, including as a part of this

investigation and including in its efforts to intervene in

the Ukraine natural gas industry.  This information has not

been provided, although there is a substantial reason to

believe that these efforts and related means and

communications occurred.
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In May of 2019, Secretary Perry traveled to Ukraine to

attend President Zelensky's inauguration.  On that trip, he

reportedly personally handled President Zelensky a list of

names of American individuals, including Michael Bleyzer, a

longtime Perry donor, and Robert Bensh, another oil and gas

executive from Texas.

One month after Secretary Perry's visit, Mr. Bleyzer's

company won a license to develop oil and gas fields in

Ukraine potentially worth billions of dollars, and earlier

this year, President Zelensky also appointed Mr. Bensh to

the Naftogaz board.

Is that correct?  Are you familiar with that?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm familiar with all of it.  It's

almost entirely correct.  I think Mr. Bensh was appointed to

the board, but he has not taken his seat on the board just

yet.  I have said that I would resign if he was able to take

a seat.

MR. GOSHORN:  Okay.  Are you aware of the Trump

administration's efforts to influence President Zelensky?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. GOSHORN:  Can you describe those efforts?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  So within the--I was asked to meet

with--you want me to go through each of the instances, each

of the examples?

MR. GOSHORN:  Sure.
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  In May of 2019, I believe it was May

7th, I was asked on an urgent basis to come and see Mr.

Zelensky.  He had won his election but had--was just a few,

couple weeks away from serving--of swearing in and taking

over as president.

I was invited to the meetings with him, his chief of

staff, and his number two.  And I was there with the CEO of

Naftogaz.  He wanted to cover two areas.  One was the energy

corruption in Ukraine and the second to get my advice and

guidance on how to manage the legacy that was left behind

for him of pressure to investigate Mr. Biden.

We spent the time talking about how to respond to that,

how to respond to Mr. Giuliani's impending visit that he was

very concerned about.

There were--after the inauguration--I received the day

of the inauguration that was--the delegation from the U.S.

was led by Secretary Perry, Kurt Volker, and I forget.  I

think Mr. Vindman, and I forget his name, the ambassador to

Brussels at the time.  Sondland.  I was called by a number

of people in Mr. Zelensky's orbit to say that Mr. Perry had

given a list of a couple of names that he would like to see

on the board of Naftogaz.  He expressed his opposition to

the CEO of Naftogaz, someone who is apparently the top

anticorruption reformers in the country, and then that was

formally in the media.  And then privately to a number of
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officials said, "You need to replace Mr. Hochstein with Mr.

Bensh or Bleyzer."

MR. GOSHORN:  Who?  Who said that?  I'm sorry.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Mr. Perry allegedly had told that to a

number of officials saying that what he meant was that the

American on the board should not be the Obama-Biden guy.  It

should be one of his guys, Mr. Bensh.

In September of 2019, at the summit in Poland, there

was an attempt by--the Ukrainian government was asked by the

U.S. Department of Energy officials to sign an MOU with a

company called LNGE, Louisiana Natural Gas Exports. 

Naftogaz was asked by the government to do so.  I was asked

by the CEO if I knew the company.  I had never heard of

them.  They were essentially a company with no assets

whatsoever, no money, no assets, no LNG, in fact, and we--I

said we--as a board member, I said we have to resist signing

such an MOU.  And ultimately, there was also some--a former

conviction of corruption of the CEO.  That pressure,

however, continued, and ultimately, earlier this year, the

government of Ukraine signed an MOU with LNGE, this company

that has no assets, which essentially was to pressure

Ukraine to buy LNG from the United States, despite the fact

that commercially that was a totally non-doable deal because

it was going to be way too expensive.  And LNGE was

essentially corrupt.
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It turned out that Robert Bensh who Secretary Perry was

pushing as a--his representative was related to this

company, and they were pushing for him to be on the board of

Naftogaz while also having his company secure a very

important contract with--Naftogaz with Ukraine.

Just as a reminder, Mr. Bensh was being supported so

thoroughly by the Department of Energy to this day, as

someone who was discovered by the Veterans Organization of

America for lying on his bio for 25 years saying that he was

a Special Forces winner of all kinds of medals when, in

fact, he never served outside the country ever.

So there were other areas of--I won't go through the

rest of the list, but there are a lot of areas where there

was pressure being placed on the Ukrainian government and on

Naftogaz to do things that were not in the commercial,

economic, or national interest of Ukraine.

MR. GOSHORN:  I just want to clarify that.  What you

just described in your words were--there was an effort by

the Trump administration to influence Ukraine to take

actions that were not in its financial or economic interest;

is that correct?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  That were not in its interest.  That's

right.

MR. GOSHORN:  And so after Secretary Perry gave--

reportedly gave this list to President Zelensky, one of his
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associates was awarded a lucrative license for LNG, and the

other got a seat--is in a position to get a seat on the

board of Naftogaz?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Just to clarify, Mr. Bleyzer's contract

that he was awarded was despite the fact that he was not

highest bidder in that process.  Other company was--bids

were higher, and therefore, Ukraine chose a bid that paid

itself less.

MR. GOSHORN:  Do you consider the actions of the Trump

administration officials in Ukraine to be potentially

improper?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. GOSHORN:  Are you aware of any other actions of

Trump administration officials or associates in Ukraine that

you consider to be potentially improper?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Well, as I alluded to before earlier in

the day, in 2019, I was told by Ukrainian officials about a

fantastical story that I did not believe for a second, and

that was that Mr. Lutsenko, the prosecutor general, had

flown to New York and met with Mr. Giuliani, and that they

were going to do all these--a dirt campaign on Mr. Biden.  I

did not believe it, and they told me, "No, no.  Here's how

it's going to work.  There's going to be--they're going to

get rid of Masha Yovanovitch as ambassador."  As I said, I

did not believe this until it played out exactly as
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described.

So the efforts of--those efforts set the tone for the

next year and a half of pressuring Ukraine to--on the

government of Ukraine, successive governments of Ukraine in

a way that I think were against the interest of Ukraine but

also against the interest of the U.S.-Ukraine and the U.S.

interests in Europe and the former Soviet Republic areas.

MR. GOSHORN:  If the chairmen running this

investigation were genuinely interested in looking for

American policymakers with conflicts of interest in Ukraine,

would you think this would be a good place to start looking?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  So, first, I do not want to address

motives of members of the United States Senate, and I will

just address the actions.

I think there is--the areas that you mentioned earlier

are merit for a review by the committees.

MR. GOSHORN:  Thank you.

Zack?

MR. SCHRAM:  Mr. Kramer, I know that we've gone over

the time you've allotted for this interview.  I just wanted

to--I have only a few more minutes.  Checking on timing on

your end.

MR. KRAMER:  That's fine, yeah.

MR. SCHRAM:  Mr. Hochstein, in the last hour, the

majority disputed that the letter Chairman Johnson signed
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with the Ukraine Caucus in support of reforms of the

prosecutor general's office referred specifically to the

firing of Prosecutor General Shokin.  I'm marking as Exhibit

D an article published in The Hill on October 3, 2019.

[Hochstein Exhibit D was

marked for identification.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I can see it.  I can see it.

MR. SCHRAM:  The headline is "GOP Senator says he

doesn't remember signing 2016 letter urging `reform' of

Ukraine prosecutor's office."

Drawing your attention to the quote that starts on the

bottom of the first page, "Johnson did acknowledge the

letter in an interview Thursday on WIBA's `The Vicki McKenna

Show,' saying `The whole world, by the way, including the

Ukrainian caucus, which I signed the letter, the whole world

felt that this that Shokin wasn't doing a [good] enough job. 

So we were saying hey you've...got to rid yourself of

corruption."

Although Senator Johnson didn't recall signing the

letter, based on his own words, did you understand him to

have supported the policy of removing Prosecutor General

Shokin?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It was our understanding at the time

that the Ukraine Caucus supported removing Shokin.  I knew

that some of my colleagues from the State Department had
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briefed the bipartisan group of Senators that cared about

Ukraine about this.  I met with a number of members of the

caucus on both sides of the aisle at the time as well, and

we always felt that we had full support of the United States

Senate on this, on removing Shokin.

MR. SCHRAM:  Mr. Hochstein, the majority asked you

several times today about the appearance of a conflict of

interest and its impact on U.S. policy.  You have repeatedly

said that there was no impact on U.S. policy.  Over the

course of their many questions, your answer remained the

same.  You stated, "The facts negated the theory about the

conflict of interest."

For the last time, what facts negated the theory about

the conflict of interest?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Vice President Biden was the lead

counter-Russian influence in Europe and counter-corruption

in Ukraine.  I do want to stress we are talking today about

Ukraine as though it is an insulated policy item of the

United States when, in fact, Ukraine was--the whole point is

that it was part of Europe.  We were trying--this was a

U.S.-Europe--we were trying to make Ukraine part of Europe. 

It was physically interconnected.  The gas pipelines were

the most obvious one, but there were more areas there.  The

Russian efforts in Ukraine were not only in Ukraine.  They

were in Hungary and in Bulgaria and in Romania and in

Page 149

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



150

Croatia and throughout Eastern Europe.

So the facts were that the Vice President of the United

States was leading the effort against Russia's interests to

divide Europe and to pull countries through corruption

towards an alliance with Russia versus an alliance with the

United States and the West.

Number two, we cared deeply and the Vice President

cared deeply about the future of Ukraine and even gave sort

of an emotional speech on the floor of the Rada to the

parliament about this moment in time that he believed that

they had an opportunity to reform.  We spent as an

administration a tremendous amount of effort on rooting out

corruption, putting in place mechanisms that would allow for

a new kind of business atmosphere and without corruption and

more transparent.

The Vice President led those efforts in the sense that

we did a lot of the work when I needed his help, as

evidenced by some of those phone conversations that were,

unfortunately, leaked where he used my name.  I did bring to

his attention when I thought that it was rising to the level

where reformists were trying to get--were about to be thrown

out of their office by the Prime Minister or by the

President's people or others.

So the Vice President was deeply engaged in the

anticorruption movement and efforts.  The fact that Hunter
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Biden was on the board was known in Ukraine from 2014 until

the end of the administration, and yet the Ukrainian

Government never doubted the ferociousness of the Vice

President's caring about the corruption issue.  It led at

one point to a real confrontation between the Vice President

and President Poroshenko that I was there for at the UN

General Assembly where it was heated, all about corruption.

So the facts are that we fought corruption, that we

continued to fight corruption, that everybody knew that

Hunter Biden was on the board, and nobody in the United

States or in Ukraine ever allowed it to affect either our

efforts or the Ukrainians' interactions with us.  Quite to

the contrary.  For that reason, the facts are that over the

last several years, since 2015 all the way to today, there

are two groups that are trying to undermine Vice President

Biden:  one is Russia and its allies, and two are the very

corrupt oligarchs who fear his return.  Those are the groups

that are going after him, going after me, going after a few

other people who they perceive as their enemies.

That is what I mean when I say the factual basis does

not support that anybody believed that there was a conflict

of interest.

MR. SCHRAM:  The majority asked if the Russian

disinformation campaign that used Hunter Biden's presence on

the board of Burisma to insinuate wrongdoing by Vice
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President Biden was successful.  You said it was not

successful in Ukraine because Ukraine generally did not

believe those lies.

Let's look to a specific example of what Ukrainians

believe.  Entering as Exhibit E a statement on the Ukrainian

American Strategic Partnership from the Kyiv Security Forum.

[Hochstein Exhibit E was

marked for identification.]

MR. SCHRAM:  Take as much time as you need to review

this document.

MR. KRAMER:  Mr. Schram, if you don't mind emailing

that to us, that would be helpful.

MR. SCHRAM:  I believe you have it.  If not, you'll

have it momentarily.

MR. KRAMER:  Thank you.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Can you just tell me--at the top it

says 23 May.  Can you tell me what year this is?

MR. SCHRAM:  2020.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Thank you.  Yeah, you can scroll if you

need to.

MR. SCHRAM:  I will ask you about the two paragraphs

that begin with "We call," "We oppose," and "We call" again-

-three paragraphs.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I've read it.

Page 152

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



153

MR. SCHRAM:  Just take a moment to look at the

signatories.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  I won't make you go through the whole

list, but do you recognize any of the names?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I recognize a number of the names, yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  Is it fair to say that these names

represent pro-Western Ukrainians?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  For sure, yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  This letter was dated May 23, 2020, and it

is notated as having been signed on May 22nd and May 23rd. 

Again, reviewing the timeline, in April, in a letter to

Secretary Pompeo, Chairman Grassley and Chairman Johnson

requested documents, including records related to phone

calls between Vice President Biden and President Poroshenko. 

The response date on that letter was May 15th.  On May 13th,

Chairman Johnson noticed a markup to vote on a subpoena

related to Blue Star Strategies for documents and

information testimony.  That subpoena was a consolation

prize.  Related information was first sought from Andrii

Telezhenko, but the vote on the subpoena of Andrii

Telezhenko was pulled down under bipartisan pressure.

On May 19th, Andrii Derkach released transcripts and

recordings of Biden-Poroshenko phone calls.  The Committee

voted on the Blue Star subpoena the following day, on May
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20th.  At that markup, Senator Peters made a motion to table

the vote until the Committee could be briefed by the FBI and

the intelligence community about national security concerns

and disinformation concerns related to the investigation. 

That was defeated on a party line vote.

Then on May 22nd and May 23rd, this letter was signed

and sent from the Kyiv Security Forum by distinguished

Ukrainian politicians, diplomats, civil activists--civic

activists.  So turning your attention to the paragraphs I

identified, the letter says:

"We call on American leaders to distinguish between the

position of new Ukraine, which stands for the unity of the

West and acts to unite democracies around the world, and

those forces that seek to turn the political developments in

our country into a toxic narrative to sow discord among our

partners."

"We oppose the dishonest attempts to use the political

controversies in the United States.  We do not choose any

side, but support each of them in the same way that they

together help Ukraine's independence."

"We call on America's leaders to distinguish between

the position of our nation from the actions of politicians

instigated by Moscow."

Is this letter consistent with your impression of how

Ukrainians react to Russian disinformation campaigns?
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.  I believe that the fear in

Ukraine over the last couple of years is that Ukraine has

become a political football between the two parties, and as

a result, the relationship between Ukraine and the United

States is damaged and hurt and becomes a partisan issue. 

And this is something they can't afford because they have--

at any time, at any time, Russia could turn the heat on in

the East and start--and re-engage in the combat operations

in the East.  They could destabilize Ukraine.  So the

support of the United States on a bipartisan basis is

something that's critical to anyone who's involved in the

economic and national security of Ukraine.

MR. SCHRAM:  Do you share the concerns expressed in

this letter?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I do, very much.

MR. SCHRAM:  Do you consider this investigation to be a

successful outcome of a Russian disinformation campaign

because it brings Russian disinformation into the

mainstream?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  So I want to be clear.  I want to--my

comments are not going to motive.  I want to go in fact, so

I don't want to cast any doubt on any Senator or staff

motive on either side of the aisle--

MR. SCHRAM:  And to be clear, the question is not to

motive.  It is to consequence.
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah, but I do agree that, as I said

before, in fact, regardless of motive, this investigation is

seen as a success--or a successful outcome of the Russian

attempts and their operation.  I think they regard this as a

successful operation, especially being done so close to the

election.

MR. SCHRAM:  My colleague asked you about a meeting

that you had with President Zelensky.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yes.

MR. SCHRAM:  How did you advise Mr. Zelensky with

respect to the pressure he was facing?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Well, he was--there was a lot of

pressure on him that he already knew was coming.  This was

sort of in between the two phone calls with President Trump,

and he knew that he was facing the pressure and that Mr.

Giuliani was coming or trying to come to Ukraine.  That trip

ultimately got pulled down once it became public.

I told him, I said, "Listen, you participating and

allowing yourself to become part of one party politics in

America, I don't know which party in America will win that

argument.  I know you will lose.  You need to have a working

relationship with President Trump and his administration

because he is the President of the United States, and you

need to have a strong and working relationship with the

Democrats in Congress because they are elected officials as
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well."  And what Ukraine needs is the full support of the

United States of America, and the emphasis on "united,"

because that's the only way that Ukraine, facing so many

challenges--my advice to him was if Democrats ask you to dig

dirt or if the Republicans ask you to get involved in

politics, resist it, make everything that you're asked

aboveboard, transparent, clear, and open to all.  And if you

do that, they will stop asking you.  But if you continue--if

you play ball on this with anyone and you get dragged into

it, you'll never get out of it, because of the previous

question you asked me about the Kyiv Security Forum and what

former Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk was saying, they

need to be--Ukraine needs to be an area of consensus in the

United States and not be asked to do unethical and non-

democratic--take non-democratic actions to support illicit

investigations into political opponents.

MR. SCHRAM:  During your time in the Obama

administration, was Ukraine policy an area of consensus?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  As I said before, it very much was.  We

briefed Republican Members of both the House and Senate on a

regular basis.  I myself met several times with Republican

Senators and Republican Members of Congress.  I testified on

the Hill.  We wanted it to be a bipartisan effort.  We

thought that is what would make the position so much

stronger vis-a-vis Russia but also sometimes even there was
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some Ukraine fatigue in Europe and they were trying to take

the position of--the Russian position, and the fact that it

was bipartisan and consensus building was the strength of

the policy.

MR. SCHRAM:  Are you surprised that it has become the

source of political controversy?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I have a very warm part of my heart,

despite all the difficulties, for Ukraine.  I feel for them. 

And I would characterize it I am disappointed and saddened

by how this has turned out, and I think it not only weakens

Ukraine, it ultimately weakens the transatlantic alliance

into the future.

MR. SCHRAM:  At the very beginning of the interview, I

read the statement of the Department of Treasury related to

Mr. Derkach.  Treasury stated, "Derkach waged a covert

influence campaign centered on cultivating false and

unsubstantiated narratives concerning U.S. officials in the

upcoming 2020 Presidential election, spurring corruption

investigations in both Ukraine and the United States

designed to culminate prior to election day."

Earlier this week, according to the Milwaukee Journal

Sentinel, Senator Johnson told GOP activists during a video

call, quote, Stay tuned.  In about a week, we're going to

learn a whole lot more of Vice President Biden's fitness for

office in reference to his investigation.
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Having now sat through this interview for the past,

approaching, five hours, is it fair to say that the

chairmen's investigation--and again, this is not going to

motive.  Is a, quote, corruption investigation in the United

States, quote, designed to culminate prior to election day?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think it would appear, based on

public comments and timing of this investigation, that it's-

-either by design or not, it is--it is impacting an

election, and I stated earlier that my concern is that I

would--I would have--when Mr. Folio asked me the question, I

would have a lot less issue if this was being conducted in

December of this year or at any time in the previous five

years.

I think the timing of this is extremely problematic and

plays into the hands of those who are trying to infiltrate

our election system and influence it from the outside.

MR. SCHRAM:  In your view, is the chairmen's

investigation based on, again, to quote the Treasury

Department statement, a false an unsubstantiated narrative

concerning U.S. officials in the upcoming 2020 presidential

election?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Again, my view is as someone who worked

with Mr. Biden in Ukraine and around the world.  There is no

basis in fact for the allegations.  I was there.  I was in

the room.  I was on the calls.  I was doing the work, and
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there is no basis in fact to suggest any conflict of

interest, not even a perception, successful perception. 

Just maligned influencers from outside Ukraine and corrupt

oligarchs who feared the anticorruption efforts by the Vice

President and several of us working under his direction.

MR. SCHRAM:  So then the investigation is in fact an

investigation of corruption designed to culminate prior to

the election day based on false and unsubstantiated

narratives concerning U.S. officials in the upcoming 2020

presidential election?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe that the narrative that is

being used for this investigation is totally false, and it

is being done just ahead of an election.

MR. SCHRAM:  That's all for us.

MR. KRAMER:  Okay.  We'd like to wrap this up, then. 

We're a little bit past the time.  We've been going for

about four and a half hours.  So we're going to call it a

say.  Thanks, everybody, for your courtesy and

professionalism.

MR. FOLIO:  Hey, Kelly, this is Joe.  

So we've been going through our materials, and I think

we have about 15 or--10 or 15 minutes left from questions

we've been cutting, and we will be all done.  So we ask for

your indulgence for another 10 of 15 minutes.

MR. KRAMER:  Joe, we've already gone well past the time
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that you guys asked for and that we allocated.  So we are

going to be calling it a day as of now.

MR. FOLIO:  So, to be clear, Kelly, I think we had the

conversation last week and in the letter, and you suggested

that we agree to a four-hour deadline.  And I've clarified

multiple times that we never did.  We gave you our best

good-faith estimate as to how long it would take,

remembering that we get half of that time.  I think we've

gone through four sessions.  So we're pretty darn close, and

our request to you and to Mr. Hochstein is that we have 10

or 15 more minutes.  And then we will feel that we've

completed and asked all the questions that we need to, and I

think it will leave us in a much better space than to

prematurely end so close to the goal one and leave those

questions open and lingering.

MR. KRAMER:  So if you guys--Mr. Hochstein has

indicated that he's available for seven more minutes.  So if

you'd like to take it, that's fine.  Otherwise, we are done.

MR. FOLIO:  Seven more minutes, not counting--

MR. KRAMER:  Excuse me?

MR. FOLIO:  I didn't see Mr. Hochstein indicate, so

maybe I missed a hand signal there.  I mean, I appreciate

it.  I mean, good faith.  I’m not trying to put anyone in a

hard spot.  I think we've all been operating in good faith. 

I can tell you that behind the scenes, we've been going
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through all of our questions and all the documents and

cutting out many of the things we planned to ask.  So this

is a good-faith effort to try and get this as close as we

can to the four hours.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Just give me one minute.

MR. FOLIO:  And 15 minutes is more than enough.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Just give me one minute.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Go ahead.  Let's go for another 10

minutes, so--

MR. FOLIO:  Thank you, Mr. Hochstein.  I'm going to

turn it over to Brian. 

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Sure.

MR. DOWNEY:  Mr. Hochstein, with all the time and

effort focused on anticorruption with Ukraine, then why even

allow anything like Hunter Biden's position to detract from

that message?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It was not for me to allow or not

allow.  He was on the board.  I read about it in a newspaper

article.  I did not let it--or it did not affect my job.

MR. DOWNEY:  Do you know when Hunter Biden left the

board of Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Can you repeat the question?

MR. DOWNEY:  Do you know when Hunter Biden left the

board of Burisma?
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MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't.  I don't know the exact date. 

I'm sure you're going to refresh my memory.

MR. DOWNEY:  So according to public reporting, Hunter

Biden left the board in April of 2019.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Okay.

MR. DOWNEY:  Do you know when Joe Biden announced his

run for President?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I don't.  But it was sometime in the

spring.

MR. DOWNEY:  He announced he was running for President

April 25th of 2019.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I believe you.

MR. DOWNEY:  Do you think that timing is a coincidence?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  That's not for me to judge.

MR. DOWNEY:  Do you believe if Hunter Biden stayed on

the board of Burisma past April 2019, it would be a

legitimate issue?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  We're sitting here today.  There have

been many articles.  I really can't speculate what would

have been different if he left earlier or two months later. 

I really have no idea.

MR. DOWNEY:   Okay.  We're going to enter in Exhibit 6,

and Will can throw it up on the screen real quick.  And we

can send this to you, Kelly.  It is a June 27th, 2014,

letter to President Obama from Senators Markey, Senator
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Wyden, Senator Shaheen, and Senator Murphy.

[Hochstein Exhibit No. 6

marked for identification.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Do you want me to read the whole thing?

MR. DOWNEY:  Are you familiar with this letter at all?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I am--I don't believe I am, but I'm

happy to read it.

MR. DOWNEY:  Sure.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  You can scroll.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yep.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yep.

[Pause.]

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yep.  Yep.

The timing of this letter, this was right after the

inauguration of Poroshenko, but what was it exactly?  June. 

Yeah.  Thank you.

MR. DOWNEY:  After reviewing the June 27th letter, does

this look familiar to you?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  The letter doesn't necessarily look

familiar.  It rings a bell, sort of, but I'm familiar with

the effort by Mr. Markey and others that talked to me about

this.
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MR. DOWNEY:  Okay.  Can we pull up Exhibit 2 real

quick?  We're going to go to page 3 of Exhibit--

[Pause.]

MR. DOWNEY:  Actually, go on up, Will.  A little more. 

More.  Stop right there.

So in this July 7th, 2014, Time news article by Michael

Scherer--

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yep.

MR. DOWNEY:  --Mr. Scherer writes Markey's letter was

trumpeted by Burisma Holdings as a commendable move towards

securing the future security of Ukraine.  Burisma Holdings

today applauded the range of U.S. legislative support for

development of the Ukraine's broad and untapped resources

and an increase in transparency and good governance to

companies said a statement on the day the letter was

released.

Did you discuss this letter with Hunter Biden or anyone

connected with Burisma?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  No.

MR. DOWNEY:  Did you get the letter forwarded to you

from the White House or anyone from the White House staff to

the State Department?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I'm fairly--I saw the letter as when I

was a Special Envoy, and I got it probably from Legislative

Affairs or from my staff.  That would be normal.  Yeah.
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MR. DOWNEY:  Did you take any action connected to this

letter from Senator Markey, Senator Wyden, Senator Shaheen,

and Senator Murphy?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I think in general the sentiment that

is mentioned in this letter is supportive, was in concert

with what we were trying to do.  I was at the time working

24 hours a day because we were facing a major crisis in

Europe and Ukraine.  I think some of the proposals here were

part of a strategy for a long-term solution that I was

trying to weigh towards a short-term process, and--but by

and large, I mean, I don't disagree.  There should be

efficiency in the energy market in Ukraine.  We should have

more production.  It was a big question that Burisma was not

actually the lead company on, they were relatively

insignificant to, and that was some of the privately owned

companies in Ukraine, including one that was quasi-American,

were concerned that there was not enough opportunity for

private companies to expand the production of gas in

Ukraine, that the incumbent, Naftogaz, was doing too much. 

So I think all these efforts were there.  

I didn't--you just asked me to read the letter.  I read

the letter.  I see Burisma trying to take advantage of the

letter, but I don't think it actually did anything to help

their cause, one way or the other.

MR. DOWNEY:  Okay.  One last question, and then I'll
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turn it to Mr. Folio for the close.

Did Hunter Biden ever suggest to you, Mr. Hochstein,

that he might resign his position on Burisma to avoid

providing Russia with a basis to attack U.S.-Ukraine policy?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  We did not discuss that issue in our

conversation. 

MR. DOWNEY:  Hunter Biden never suggested that he might

resign in an effort to prevent the Russian disinformation

that you speak of?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Not to my knowledge.

MR. DOWNEY:  Thank you.

Mr. Folio?

MR. FOLIO:  Mr. Hochstein, was Hunter Biden's position

on the board of a company that was under investigation for

corruption consistent with U.S. anticorruption policy?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It was neither here nor there.  We--our

job was to pursue corruption.  Our job was to try to provide

financial and logistical and technical support in order to

root it out, and we did that, regardless of who was on which

board.

MR. FOLIO:  Was Hunter Biden's position--

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It was a huge issue in Ukraine, and

Burisma, to be honest, was a fairly small, non-important

entity, but it just didn't play into that.

MR. FOLIO:  I think I'm focused on the efforts by the
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U.S. government, the UK government, and the Ukraine

government to prosecute--investigate and prosecute Burisma's

owner, Mr. Zlochevsky, the examples if which we discussed

earlier.

So was Hunter Biden's position on--Mr. Zlochevsky--the

board helpful for U.S. anticorruption, in the U.S.

anticorruption message?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  It was not unhelpful because--is sort

of didn't factor in.  We really didn't discuss it.  I know

it sounds to you from your questions--it sounds that that's

something you have a hard time believing, but it just didn't

play a--we didn't discuss it, and we did not--it didn't come

up in our discussion with neither Ukraine nor with our

allies.

MR. FOLIO:  I'm just trying to square your answers with

what we see in the documents where you all are discussing

how to address it as a pressing policy matter and then also

your point that the Russians used the guide of his presence

on the board to raise issues not only about Burisma but then

to get into things that seem, you know, as you said, even

less true about the Bidens coming to the country and seeking

to privatize all the land.  It seems to have had some

effect.  I'm trying to understand the nature of that.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  I would say that it has--that on our

preparation of talking points and how to inference it
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because we knew what the Russian effort was to create that

perception.  If it would be successful, we would get a lot

of questions about it.  To be honest, we didn't get a lot of

questions in bringing about it during the visit or during my

subsequent visits.  We did get a few U.S. media outlets'

questions about it.  They wrote about it.  It was all above

board and open, and therefore was kind of just on that

issue, was something that everybody was aware of, but it

just didn't play a role in actually  making that execution

policy.

MR. FOLIO:  So earlier in your responses to the

Minority's questions, you said that there was no basis to

suggest that there was apparent or actual conflict of

interest.  If that's right, then why did you raise the issue

with the Vice President?

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Why did I raise?  Is that what you

asked?

MR. FOLIO:  Yes.

MR. KRAMER:  And just to be clear, that's not what--

that's not what Mr. Hochstein said.  Mr. Hochstein, I think,

said that he raised the Russian topic.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Yeah.  Well, I raised what I was

looking and interested in what me in raising a matter with

the Vice President was to make him aware that the Russians

were trying to create a perception.  Again, ultimately, we
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found out that the effort by the Russians was unsuccessful,

but I've always been of the view that whether something is,

you know, burning or critical or not, it is important for a

principal to know what's happening on the ground.

MR. FOLIO:  Just one minute, please.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Sure.

[Pause.]

MR. FOLIO:  Mr. Hochstein, as I noted at the outset in

trying to address this issue and understand what happened,

we focused our inquiry on collecting from U.S. government

agencies, current and former U.S. government officials like

yourself, to understand, as Chairman Johnson described, of

what did and did not happen.

So we very much appreciate you taking the time, being

generous of your time today and gave us 15 extra minutes and

counting.  And we very much appreciate that.  So I wanted to

thank you for doing that.

MR. HOCHSTEIN:  Thank you very much.

MR. FOLIO:  All right.  Thank you.

MR. SCHRAM:  Thank you, Mr. Hochstein.  Thanks for

coming.

[Whereupon, at 2:54 p.m., the interview was concluded.]
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Opening Statement of Joshua Flynn-Brown 
Deputy Chief Investigative Counsel for Chairman Grassley 

September 17, 2020 
 

This is now the eighth interview that we’ve held in this investigation.  In recent interviews, Senator 
Peters’ staff have given an opening statement and asked questions that are filled with mischaracterizations 
and misrepresentations about the basis of this investigation.  My colleague, Joe Folio, has easily rebutted 
those charges in other interviews.  I appreciate his efforts to do so. 

Such mischaracterizations and misrepresentations by the minority reflect badly on the two committees.  
The Chairmen are not engaged in a Russian disinformation campaign.  This investigation is about good 
government oversight and rooting out potential and apparent conflicts of interest.  It is not, and has never 
been, designed to interfere in the election.  The record is clear about our scope of inquiry.  In fact, if the 
Democrats didn’t interfere so much in this inquiry we’d be done with it already.   

Recently, Ranking Member Wyden’s staff have associated themselves with that opening statement and 
have provided their own in one interview.  In that interview, I provided a rebuttal. 

Today, however, I want to address their opening statements more specifically. 

First, my Democratic colleagues have, in some interviews, mentioned the number of COVID deaths as a 
political weapon to insinuate Chairman Grassley is not doing enough to use his Finance Committee to 
combat the pandemic.  Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Every death is a tragedy.  We’ve lost mothers, fathers, grandparents, brothers, sisters, aunts, and uncles.  
The list goes on.  We’ve lost members of our American family.  Every life has value and meaning, 
including those not yet born. 

Chairman Grassley has a robust oversight operation that isn’t totally focused on this investigation.  My 
colleagues are doing COVID oversight right now – as we speak.  In addition, Chairman Grassley has 
health and tax policy staff that have worked tirelessly to assist the American people during the pandemic.  
Not to mention the legislation that the Chairman has drafted and the laws that he’s helped pass to support, 
as one example, Unemployment Insurance. We can walk and chew gum at the same time.   

Indeed, Chairman Grassley’s oversight and policy actions include multiple oversight and policy hearings 
relating to the COVID pandemic, all of which are public record.  

He is dedicated to supporting We the People in our fight against the virus.  He is dedicated to supporting 
the U.S. financial system.  Any insinuation, implication, or statement to the contrary is not rooted in fact. 

Second, Democrats have said during the course of this investigation that Chairmen Grassley and Johnson 
are falling for Russian disinformation and undermining national security with this investigation.  It’s 
disappointing and it’s wrong.  This investigation is focused on Obama administration government records 
and records from a U.S. based Democrat lobby shop that hired Andrii Telizhenko, the same individual 
that had consistent contact and access with Obama administration officials. 

Moreover, there is only one person here that has inserted Andriy Derkach’s information into the record – 
Mr. Schram.  Not me, not my majority colleagues. 

So, when it comes to Russian disinformation, the Democrats own it.   
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Let’s not forget about the inconvenient facts relating to the now-debunked Russian collusion 
investigation. 

The Clinton campaign hired Fusion GPS to do opposition research against candidate Trump. 

The Democratic National Committee did the same. 

Fusion GPS hired Christopher Steele, a foreign national and a former British Intelligence Officer, to 
compile the “Steele Dossier.”   

That same Dossier factored heavily in the FBI’s investigation against Trump.  According to the Justice 
Department Inspector General, it was the “central and essential” document for the Carter Page FISAs. 

Steele used Russian government sources for information in the Dossier, some were connected to the 
Russian presidential administration and supported Clinton. 

Now, because information relating to the Dossier has been declassified thanks to the efforts of Chairmen 
Grassley and Johnson, we know that the Russians knew about Steele’s anti-Trump research in early July 
2016, prior to the FBI opening its investigation.  That shows you that the Dossier was the perfect vehicle 
to use for disinformation and to sow chaos and discord here at home.  The Democrats have done exactly 
that, they have created the domestic turmoil that the Russian government wanted. 

We also know that government reporting, some from the U.S. Intelligence Community, indicated that the 
Dossier was filled with Russian disinformation.  Specifically, in January 2017 and February 2017, the 
FBI received reporting that apprised the FBI of Russian disinformation infecting the Dossier.  The FBI sat 
on that information. 

It’s a fact – not merely an allegation – that the Clinton campaign and Democratic Party used a foreign 
intelligence officer and information from the Russian government and Russian disinformation to 
undermine the Trump campaign and, later, his administration. 

As Chairman Grassley has said before, so much for a peaceful transition of power.  

Democratic Senators and Representatives have pushed the Dossier as gospel for years. 

And now, they’ve gone silent about it after its defects have been made public but have tried to make this 
investigation a replacement for their previous failures. 

It’s no surprise then that the Democrats have failed to seek documents and information relating to how 
and why the now-debunked FBI investigation into Russian collusion started – because the Democrats 
would be front and center. 

Let’s also not forget about the Uranium One scandal where the Obama administration approved the sale 
of U.S. based uranium assets to the Russian government. 

Let’s not forget about President Obama telling Russian President Dmitry Medvedev that he will have 
“more flexibility” to deal with U.S./Russia issues after the presidential election. 

If the Democrats want to talk about pandering to Russians and using Russian disinformation, they should 
look at themselves and the actions they’ve taken in the recent past.   



From:Hochstein, Amos J
Sent:Wed, 9 Jul 2014 17:44:21 -0400
To:Nakagawa, Melanie Y
Subject:FW: Ukraine/Hunter Biden from Time.com website yesterday

FYI – per your email re David Leiter
 
 
 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

 

From:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 08, 2014 8:48 AM
To: Hochstein, Amos J
Subject: Ukraine/Hunter Biden from Time.com website yesterday
 

Ukrainian Employer of Joe 
Biden’s Son Hires a D.C. 
Lobbyist

         Michael Scherer@michaelscherer

Martinez Monsivais—AP
An obscure private Ukrainian natural gas company has been hiring 
friends and family of Secretary of State John Kerry and Vice President 
Joe Biden, while seeking to influence Congress
by Taboola
When Vice President Joe Biden’s son, R. Hunter Biden, joined the board of a private 
Ukrainian oil and natural gas company this spring, he explained his new job as a legal 
one, disconnected from any effort to influence the Obama Administration. In a press 
release, the younger Biden boasted of his abilities on issues like improving corporate 
transparency.

But the company, Burisma Holdings, did not disclose at the time the scope of their plans 
for influencing the U.S. government. Recently released documents show that Biden’s 
hiring coincided with the launch of a new effort to lobby members of Congress about the 
role of the company in Ukraine and the country’s quest for energy independence.
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David Leiter, a former Senate chief of staff to Secretary of State John Kerry, signed on to 
work as a lobbyist for Burisma on May 20, 2014, about a week after Biden announced he 
was joining the company, according to lobbying disclosures filed this month.

Leiter’s involvement in the firm rounds out a power-packed team of politically-
connected Americans that also includes a second new board member, Devon Archer, a 
Democratic bundler and former adviser to John Kerry’s 2004 presidential campaign. 
Both Archer and Hunter Biden have worked as business partners with Kerry’s son-in-
law, Christopher Heinz, the founding partner of Rosemont Capital, a private-equity 
company.

Biden’s office referred questions to a Burisma spokesman, who says Biden has not been 
involved in contacting members of Congress or the Obama Administration about the 
company. “His role, like all board members, is to provide strategic guidance to 
Burisma,” said Lawrence Pacheco, who works in Washington D.C. for FTI Consulting, a 
communications firm that is also employed by Burisma.

But Burisma is contacting officials in Washington through Leiter’s lobbying firm, ML 
Strategies. “ML Strategies is working with Burisma to educate U.S. officials about the 
company and its role in creating a stable and secure energy future for Ukraine, not any 
specific policy or legislation,” Pacheco said. “Burisma supports energy independence, 
economic growth, national sovereignty and regional stability and will engage as needed 
to encourage efforts to further these goals.”

Some Democratic senators, meanwhile, have been working to secure more U.S. funding, 
either directly or through entities like the Export-Import Bank, to improve Ukraine’s 
domestic energy production potential. On June 27, Sen. Edward Markey of 
Massachusetts,wrote President Obama a letter with three other Democratic senators 
calling for increased aid. “We should leverage the full resources and expertise of the U.S. 
government to assist Ukraine in improving its energy efficiency, increasing its domestic 
production, and reforming its energy markets,” wrote Markey, who has also proposed 
legislation with about $40 million in additional aide for Ukranian energy development.

Markey’s letter was trumpeted by Burisma Holdings as a commendable move towards 
securing the future security of Ukraine. “Burisma Holdings today applauded the range 
of U.S. legislative support for development of Ukraine’s broad and untapped resources 
and an increase in transparency and good governance,” the company said in a statement 
on the day the letter was released.

An aide in Markey’s office told TIME that Leiter, Biden and Archer were not part of 
discussions that led to the drafting of the letter or the legislation. Staff for the other 
senators who signed the letter, Ron Wyden of Oregon, Jeanne Shaheen of New 
Hampshire and Christopher Murphy of Connecticut, also said they did not have contact 
with Leiter, who could not be reached for comment.
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Burisma Holdings is owned by a Cypriot holding firm, Brociti Investments Limited, 
which is controlled Nikolai Zlochevskyi, a former Ukranian government minister, 
according to Cypriot records. It controls government development licenses in three 
regions of Ukraine, and sells to industrial customers in the country, according to the 
company.

By taking a job with Burisma, the younger Biden has put himself in the middle of a 
struggle between the United States and Russia, which currently provides the bulk of the 
natural gas supplies to Ukraine. Both the White House and European nations have 
recently emphasized the strategic interest in making Ukraine less dependent on Russia.

Since Hunter Biden took the new job, his father, Vice President Joe Biden, has 
continued to serve as the Obama Administration’s point person on Ukraine, traveling to 
the country as recently as June for the inauguration of President Petro Poroshenko and 
talking to Poroshenko by phone at least five times in the last month.

“I’ve spent a considerable amount of time in the last two months in Ukraine,” the elder 
Biden said on June 19. “You see what the Russians are doing relative to using gas as a 
foreign policy tool to try to alter behavior. And so it’s — around the world in varying 
degrees it’s of significant consequence in terms of security, both economic and political 
security of a nation.”

There is no legal barrier to prohibit Hunter Biden from working with a company that 
can be impacted by the policy decisions of his father, and the White House has 
maintained that the Vice President has not been influenced by his son’s employment. 
“The Vice President does not endorse any particular company and has no involvement 
with this company,” said his spokeswoman Kendra Barkoff.

But Hunter Biden’s new job, along with the association with Burisma of other 
politically-connected businessmen, has raised concerns among some Ukraine watchers. 
“It’s unhelpful when we are trying to get across to the Ukrainians to clean up corruption 
and special deals for special folks,” said Ed Chow, a senior fellow at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, a U.S. think tank. “It maybe sends the wrong 
message that Westerners are just hypocritical.”

 
 

Senior Advisor
Bureau of Energy Resources
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From:Hochstein, Amos J
Sent:Mon, 2 Nov 2015 12:46:21 -0500
To:
Subject:Re: Hunter Biden's office called

Yes

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone.
From: 
Sent: Monday, November 2, 2015 12:30 PM
To: Hochstein, Amos J
Subject: Hunter Biden's office called

He is requesting a meeting with you this Friday.  Would you like me to arrange this?
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From:
Sent:Tue, 22 Mar 2016 10:43:00 -0400
To:Hochstein, Amos J
Subject:RE: Requesting meeting with Special Envoy Hochstein - Sally Painter/Karen Tramontano

Confirmed for this Thursday at 11:00.
 
From: Hochstein, Amos J 
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2016 12:29 PM
To: 
Subject: FW: Requesting meeting with Special Envoy Hochstein - Sally Painter/Karen Tramontano
 
 
 
From: Sean Keeley [mailto:Sean.Keeley@bluestarstrategies.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2016 11:55 AM
To: Hochstein, Amos J; 
Cc: ; Sally Painter; Karen Tramontano
Subject: Requesting meeting with Special Envoy Hochstein - Sally Painter/Karen Tramontano
 
Dear Mr. Hochstein,
 
I am writing on behalf of Sally Painter and Karen Tramontano at Blue Star Strategies to request a 
meeting this week. I understand that you have previously met with Sally regarding energy issues 
in Ukraine, and she is hoping to brief you on a sensitive energy matter ahead of President 
Poroshenko’s upcoming visit to DC next week.
 
Sally and Karen, schedule permitting, would be accompanied by John Buretta of Cravath, who is 
assisting us with this particular energy case. The best times for his schedule are this Tuesday 
before noon or Thursday before 1:30pm. If either day is possible for a quick meeting, we would 
be greatly appreciative. Please let us know what might work with your schedule this week and 
thank you for your consideration.
 
Best,
Sean Keeley
Associate, Blue Star Strategies
 
Sean Keeley
Blue Star Strategies
888 17th Street NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20006
(+1) 202-833-1281 office  
(+1) 202-650-5464  direct
(+1) 202-822-9088 fax
sean.keeley@bluestarstrategies.com 
www.bluestarstrategies.com
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From:Pyatt, Geoffrey R
Sent:Sun, 6 Dec 2015 11:13:00 -0500
To:Bedingfield, Kate J. EOP/OVP;Carpenter, Michael;Kahl, Colin H. EOP/OVP;Hochstein, Amos J;Nuland, 
Victoria J
Subject:Re: Podrobnosti.biz : The Ukrainian scam of the Biden family (information on the website 
included)

I'd adjust the last sentence to change our desired end state. Something like "...begin rooting out 
the cancer of corruption that has done so much over the years to hold back economic growth 
and sap the confidence of Ukrainians in those who govern them."

I assume all have the DoJ background on Zlochevsky. The short unclas version (in non lawyer 
language) is that US and UK were cooperating on a case to seize his corrupt assets overseas 
(which had passed through the US). The case fell apart when individuals in the PGO acted to 
thwart the UK case. 

Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone.
From: Bedingfield, Kate J. EOP/OVP
Sent: Sunday, December 6, 2015 6:04 PM
To: Carpenter, Michael; Pyatt, Geoffrey R; Kahl, Colin H. EOP/OVP; Hochstein, Amos J
Subject: RE: Podrobnosti.biz : The Ukrainian scam of the Biden family (information on the website 
included)

Proposed TPs for the VP if he gets asked after the stories break in the next few days.  Especially 
interested in your feedback on how to answer the third Q if he gets asked.  He is not currently slated to 
take any questions from reporters on the record on the trip, but he will talk to our traveling press at 
length off the record and will need to be prepared to answer these kinds of questions.
 
TALKING POINTS
 

       My son is a private citizen and I'm not going to get into discussing his personal business, it has 
no impact on my work.

 
       What I will say, though, is that no one has been tougher in pushing Ukranian leaders to root out 

corruption than I have.  It has been a primary focus of my discussions, both publicly and 
privately, for years.  And I think you can see from the substance of this trip it remains a major 
priority for me and for the US government.
 

       Important strides have been made – the appointment of a Special Anti-Corruption Prosecutor 
and the establishment of an independent Inspector General to prosecute corrupt prosecutors 
are two good ones.  But much more needs to be done and we will continue to encourage 
everyone involved to commit to meaningful reforms. 

 
Q: Have you asked Hunter to step down from the board? Has he discussed that with you?
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A: I'm not going to discuss private conversations with my family.  Hunter is a private citizen and does 
independent work.
 
Q: Do the optics of this situation undermine your credibility when you're pushing the Ukranians to clean 
up their own house?
 
A:  No. I have long pushed and will continue to push for the Ukranian government to root out corrupt 
practices.  My record on this speaks for itself.  I have called on Ukranian leadership to root out 
corruption, encouraged civil society reformers to remain focused on this and push the government 
themselves, and I welcome the news that the government will appoint a Special Anti-Corruption 
Prosecutor.  Important steps have been taken, but there is so much left to be done.  Corrupt officials 
must be brought to justice and reformers must work together to ensure this happens
 
Q: Do you think Zlochevsky is corrupt?
 
A: I'm not going to get into naming names or accusing individuals.  We have been working consistently 
to push the Ukranian leadership to make meaningful changes in the Prosecutor General's office and 
across the government to help ensure that the Ukranian people are represented fairly and fully. 
 
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Carpenter, Michael [http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=mailto ] 
Sent: Sunday, December 6, 2015 6:23 AM
To: 'PyattGR ' < >; Kahl, Colin H. EOP/OVP < ; 
Bedingfield, Kate J. EOP/OVP >
Subject: Re: Podrobnosti.biz : The Ukrainian scam of the Biden family (information on the website 
included)
 
Ugh. 
 
+ Kate, CK
 
From: Pyatt, Geoffrey R [http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=mailto: ] 
Sent: Sunday, December 06, 2015 01:45 AM
To: Carpenter, Michael 
Subject: FW: Podrobnosti.biz : The Ukrainian scam of the Biden family (information on the website 
included) 
 
 
 
A really nasty Russian outlet on the same issue
 
 
 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
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From: lbi@lbicompany.com.ua [http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=mailto:lbi@lbicompany.com.ua] 
Sent: Saturday, December 05, 2015 7:05 PM
To: Kyiv, Media Alerts
Subject: Podrobnosti.biz : The Ukrainian scam of the Biden family (information on the website included)
 
 
this web site is very similar (stile, shrifts etc)  to Ukrainian Podrobnosti that belongs to Inter TV Channel  
- the same name as its TV  summary news block at 8pm
 
but  we checked contacts and there is a Russian address there
 
Podrobnosti.biz
 
The Ukrainian scam of the Biden family
 
05.12.2015
 
Author: Eugene Prosvirin
 
The news that the son of  the US Vice President Joe Biden was appointed to the board of directors of the 
Ukrainian gas company Burisma Holdings, for the first time appeared in media last spring.
 
The Internet marked this new appointment unequivocally - a massive stamping folklore entertainment 
began in social networks. The story had got a special piquancy - Joe Biden's visit  to Kyiv in April, where 
he took a place of the president of Ukraine, not the guest at the negotiation table.
 
There were even such headlines: "Hunter Biden: a rape of Ukraine with a special cynicism."
 
 
 
The hatred among the public was coursed by the fact that Biden's tandem participates not only in 
Ukrainian politics, but in the Ukrainian business as well. However, neither Joe nor Hunter weren't 
ashamed of  their imperial approach. On the contrary,  they have demonstrated that this could be and 
should be.
 
Hunter demonstrated his true management potential in six months after the appointment. In mid-
October 2014 it became clear that he failed out of the US Navy Reserve. Hunter failed an ordinary drug 
test  - it was accused of cocaine use. A failed sailor, but a successful businessman due to family ties, said 
then that he was "deeply sorry" about the incident.
 
He still owns an investment-consulting company Rosemont Seneca Partners. Nobody  took  his place it 
the chair Board of the US World Food Programme, which, with other things, works directly with the UN 
World Food Programme. He still heads the Burisma Holdings, part of  Kolomoisky's financial empire.
 
A tandem of the influential father and the enriched  son opened not a small window but a real portal of 
capabilities for the Biden family in Ukraine. Analysts make an unnerving forecast : it is quite possible 
that  the Biden family will begin a large-scale privatization in Ukraine, which in fact would be a banal 
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raider seizure of state enterprises. The family has already watched  their six at the politician field  - it's 
time to do American business .
 
 
>http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=http://podr
obnosti.biz/news/12432-ukrainskaya-afera-semeystva-bayden/?_utl_t=vk<
 
 
-- 
 
With best regards,
LBI Team
 
>http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=www.lbicompany.com.ua<
(044) 501 58 41

 
-- 
With be
st regards,
LBI Team
 
>http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=www.lbicompany.com.ua<
(044) 501 58 41
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From:Bedingfield, Kate J. EOP/OVP
Sent:Sun, 6 Dec 2015 16:03:27 +0000
To:Carpenter, Michael R. EOP/OVP;'PyattGR ';Kahl, Colin H. EOP/OVP;hochsteinaj
Subject:RE: Podrobnosti.biz : The Ukrainian scam of the Biden family (information on the website 
included)

Proposed TPs for the VP if he gets asked after the stories break in the next few days.  Especially 
interested in your feedback on how to answer the third Q if he gets asked.  He is not currently slated to 
take any questions from reporters on the record on the trip, but he will talk to our traveling press at 
length off the record and will need to be prepared to answer these kinds of questions.
 
TALKING POINTS
 

       My son is a private citizen and I'm not going to get into discussing his personal business, it has 
no impact on my work.

 
       What I will say, though, is that no one has been tougher in pushing Ukranian leaders to root out 

corruption than I have.  It has been a primary focus of my discussions, both publicly and 
privately, for years.  And I think you can see from the substance of this trip it remains a major 
priority for me and for the US government.
 

       Important strides have been made – the appointment of a Special Anti-Corruption Prosecutor 
and the establishment of an independent Inspector General to prosecute corrupt prosecutors 
are two good ones.  But much more needs to be done and we will continue to encourage 
everyone involved to commit to meaningful reforms. 

 
Q: Have you asked Hunter to step down from the board? Has he discussed that with you?
 
A: I'm not going to discuss private conversations with my family.  Hunter is a private citizen and does 
independent work.
 
Q: Do the optics of this situation undermine your credibility when you're pushing the Ukranians to clean 
up their own house?
 
A:  No. I have long pushed and will continue to push for the Ukranian government to root out corrupt 
practices.  My record on this speaks for itself.  I have called on Ukranian leadership to root out 
corruption, encouraged civil society reformers to remain focused on this and push the government 
themselves, and I welcome the news that the government will appoint a Special Anti-Corruption 
Prosecutor.  Important steps have been taken, but there is so much left to be done.  Corrupt officials 
must be brought to justice and reformers must work together to ensure this happens
 
Q: Do you think Zlochevsky is corrupt?
 
A: I'm not going to get into naming names or accusing individuals.  We have been working consistently 
to push the Ukranian leadership to make meaningful changes in the Prosecutor General's office and 
across the government to help ensure that the Ukranian people are represented fairly and fully. 
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-----Original Message-----
From: Carpenter, Michael [http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=mailto: ] 
Sent: Sunday, December 6, 2015 6:23 AM
To: 'PyattGR ' < >; Kahl, Colin H. EOP/OVP < >; 
Bedingfield, Kate J. EOP/OVP <
Subject: Re: Podrobnosti.biz : The Ukrainian scam of the Biden family (information on the website 
included)
 
Ugh. 
 
+ Kate, CK
 
From: Pyatt, Geoffrey R [http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=mailto: ] 
Sent: Sunday, December 06, 2015 01:45 AM
To: Carpenter, Michael 
Subject: FW: Podrobnosti.biz : The Ukrainian scam of the Biden family (information on the website 
included) 
 
 
 
A really nasty Russian outlet on the same issue
 
 
 
This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 
 
 
From: lbi@lbicompany.com.ua [http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=mailto:lbi@lbicompany.com.ua] 
Sent: Saturday, December 05, 2015 7:05 PM
To: Kyiv, Media Alerts
Subject: Podrobnosti.biz : The Ukrainian scam of the Biden family (information on the website included)
 
 
this web site is very similar (stile, shrifts etc)  to Ukrainian Podrobnosti that belongs to Inter TV Channel  
- the same name as its TV  summary news block at 8pm
 
but  we checked contacts and there is a Russian address there
 
Podrobnosti.biz
 
The Ukrainian scam of the Biden family
 
05.12.2015
 
Author: Eugene Prosvirin
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The news that the son of  the US Vice President Joe Biden was appointed to the board of directors of the 
Ukrainian gas company Burisma Holdings, for the first time appeared in media last spring.
 
The Internet marked this new appointment unequivocally - a massive stamping folklore entertainment 
began in social networks. The story had got a special piquancy - Joe Biden's visit  to Kyiv in April, where 
he took a place of the president of Ukraine, not the guest at the negotiation table.
 
There were even such headlines: "Hunter Biden: a rape of Ukraine with a special cynicism."
 
 
 
The hatred among the public was coursed by the fact that Biden's tandem participates not only in 
Ukrainian politics, but in the Ukrainian business as well. However, neither Joe nor Hunter weren't 
ashamed of  their imperial approach. On the contrary,  they have demonstrated that this could be and 
should be.
 
Hunter demonstrated his true management potential in six months after the appointment. In mid-
October 2014 it became clear that he failed out of the US Navy Reserve. Hunter failed an ordinary drug 
test  - it was accused of cocaine use. A failed sailor, but a successful businessman due to family ties, said 
then that he was "deeply sorry" about the incident.
 
He still owns an investment-consulting company Rosemont Seneca Partners. Nobody  took  his place it 
the chair Board of the US World Food Programme, which, with other things, works directly with the UN 
World Food Programme. He still heads the Burisma Holdings, part of  Kolomoisky's financial empire.
 
A tandem of the influential father and the enriched  son opened not a small window but a real portal of 
capabilities for the Biden family in Ukraine. Analysts make an unnerving forecast : it is quite possible 
that  the Biden family will begin a large-scale privatization in Ukraine, which in fact would be a banal 
raider seizure of state enterprises. The family has already watched  their six at the politician field  - it's 
time to do American business .
 
 
>http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=http://podr
obnosti.biz/news/12432-ukrainskaya-afera-semeystva-bayden/?_utl_t=vk<
 
 
-- 
 
With best regards,
LBI Team
 
>http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=www.lbicompany.com.ua<
(044) 501 58 41

 
-- 
With be
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st regards,
LBI Team
 
>http://redirect.state.sbu/?url=www.lbicompany.com.ua<
(044) 501 58 41
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September 27, 2019 

VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

The Honorable William Barr 

Attorney General 

Department of Justice 

 

Dear Attorney General Barr: 

 

 We write to follow up on Senator Grassley’s July 20, 2017 letter, which highlighted 

brazen efforts by the Democratic National Committee and Hillary Clinton campaign to use the 

government of Ukraine for the express purpose of finding negative information on then-

candidate Trump in order to undermine his campaign.1  That letter also highlighted news reports 

that, during the 2016 presidential election, “Ukrainian government officials tried to help Hillary 

Clinton and undermine Trump” and did so by “disseminat[ing] documents implicating a top 

Trump aide in corruption and suggest[ing] they were investigating the matter[.]”2  Ukrainian 

officials also reportedly “helped Clinton’s allies research damaging information on Trump and 

his advisers.”3   

At the center of this plan was Alexandra Chalupa, described by reports as a Ukrainian-

American operative “who was consulting for the Democratic National Committee” and who 

reportedly met with Ukrainian officials during the presidential election for the express purpose of 

exposing alleged ties between then-candidate Donald Trump, Paul Manafort, and Russia.4  

Politico also reported on a Financial Times story that quoted a Ukrainian legislator, Serhiy 

Leschenko, as saying that Trump’s candidacy caused “Kiev’s wider political leadership to do 

something they would never have attempted before: intervene, however indirectly, in a U.S. 

election.”5 

 The July 20, 2017 letter further noted that the Democratic National Committee 

encouraged Chalupa to work with Ukrainian embassy staff to “arrange an interview in which 

Poroshenko [the president of Ukraine] might discuss Manafort’s ties to Yanukovych.”6  In March 

2016, Chalupa met with Valeriy Chaly, Ukraine’s ambassador to the U.S., and Oksana Shulyar, a 

top aid to the Ukrainian ambassador, to share her alleged concerns about Manafort.  Reports state 

that the purpose of that initial meeting was to “organize a June reception at the embassy to 

promote Ukraine.”  However, another Ukrainian embassy official, Andrii Telizhenko, told 

                                                           
1 Letter from Hon. Charles E. Grassley, Chairman, Senate Committee on the Judiciary, to Hon. Rod J. Rosenstein, Attorney General, 

U.S. Department of Justice (July 20, 2017), available at https://www.grassley.senate.gov/sites/default/files/constituents/2017-07 

20%20CEG%20to%20DOJ%20%28Ukraine%20DNC%20FARA%29.pdf. 
2 Id. 
3 Kenneth P. Vogel & David Stern, Ukrainian efforts to sabotage Trump backfire, POLITICO (Jan. 11, 2017). 

https://www.politico.com/story/2017/01/ukraine-sabotage-trump-backfire-233446. 
4 Id.  
5 Id.  
6 Id. 
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Politico that Shulyar instructed him to assist Chalupa with research to connect Trump, Manafort, 

and the Russians.  He reportedly said, “[t]hey were coordinating an investigation with the Hillary 

team on Paul Manafort with Alexandra Chalupa” and that “Oksana [Shulyar] was keeping it all 

quiet…the embassy worked very closely with” Chalupa.7  In a May 2019 article, Telizhenko was 

quoted as saying, 

 

[Chalupa] said the DNC wanted to collect evidence that Trump, his 

organization and Manafort were Russian assets, working to hurt the 

U.S. and working with [Russian President Vladimir] Putin against 

the U.S. interests. She indicated if we could find the evidence they 

would introduce it in Congress in September and try to build a case 

that Trump should be removed from the ballot, from the election.8 

 

Reportedly, Telizhenko was instructed by the Ukrainian government to meet with an American 

journalist about Paul Manafort’s ties to Ukraine.9  In addition, in May 2016, Chalupa emailed a 

DNC official stating that she met with 68 Ukrainian investigative journalists about Manafort and 

that there would be “[a] lot more coming down the pipe.”10  Less than a month later, the “black 

ledger” identifying payments made to Manafort from Ukrainian politicians was publicly 

released.11  And finally, Nellie Ohr, the wife of Justice Department official Bruce Ohr, stated 

during a congressional interview that Fusion GPS used Serhiy Leschenko, a Ukrainian politician 

that admitted Ukraine intervened in the 2016 election, as a source for derogatory material against 

then-candidate Trump.12   

  

After two years, more than 2,800 subpoenas, approximately 500 search warrants and 

witness interviews, and $30 million in taxpayer money, Robert Mueller reported that then-

candidate Trump did not collude with the Russians or any other foreign government to interfere 

with the 2016 presidential election.13  In contrast, however, the Clinton campaign and 

Democratic National Committee hired Fusion GPS to conduct opposition research against 

candidate Trump, which included, among other efforts, the hiring of former British Intelligence 

Officer Christopher Steele to compile the “Steele Dossier” that reportedly used Russian 

government sources for information.  These facts continue to raise concerns about foreign 

assistance in the 2016 election that have not been thoroughly addressed. 

 

                                                           
7 Kenneth P. Vogel & David Stern, Ukrainian efforts to sabotage Trump backfire, POLITICO (Jan. 11, 2017). 

https://www.politico.com/story/2017/01/ukraine-sabotage-trump-backfire-233446 
8 John Solomon, Ukrainian Embassy confirms DNC contractor solicited Trump dirt in 2016, The Hill (May 2, 2019).  

https://thehill.com/opinion/white-house/441892-ukrainian-embassy-confirms-dnc-contractor-solicited-trump-dirt-in-2016 
9 Id.  
10 Id. 
11 Jack Gillum et al., Manafort firm received Ukraine ledger payout, AP (Apr. 12, 2017), available at 

https://www.apnews.com/20cfc75c82eb4a67b94e624e97207e23. 
12 Transcript of Nellie Ohr Interview, Executive Session House Committee on the Judiciary joint with the Committee on Government 

Reform and Oversight (Oct. 19, 2018), available at 

https://dougcollins house.gov/sites/dougcollins house.gov/files/10.19.18%20Nellie%20Ohr%20Interview.pdf. 
13 See generally DEP’T OF JUSTICE, OFF. OF SPECIAL COUNSEL, REPORT ON THE INVESTIGATION INTO RUSSIAN INTERFERENCE IN THE 

2016 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION (Mar. 2019), https://www.justice.gov/storage/report.pdf. 
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 According to the Justice Department, U.S. Attorney John Durham is “exploring the 

extent to which…Ukraine, played a role in the counterintelligence investigation” during the 2016 

election.14  However, the Justice Department has yet to inform Congress and the public whether 

it has begun an investigation into links and coordination between the Ukrainian government and 

individuals associated with the campaign of Hillary Clinton or the Democratic National 

Committee.  Ukrainian efforts, abetted by a U.S. political party, to interfere in the 2016 election 

should not be ignored. Such allegations of corruption deserve due scrutiny, and the American 

people have a right to know when foreign forces attempt to undermine our democratic processes.  

Accordingly, please provide an answer to two questions from the July 2017 letter related to the 

Democrats’ collusion with Ukrainian officials: 

 

1. Are you investigating links and coordination between the Ukrainian government and 

individuals associated with the campaign of Hillary Clinton or the Democratic National 

Committee?  If not, why not?   

 

2. Why hasn’t the Justice Department required Alexandra Chalupa to register as a foreign 

agent under FARA? 

 

In addition, information has surfaced that raises new questions.  A recent report described 

a note purporting to memorialize a meeting in Kiev between the Ukrainian Acting Prosecutor 

General, Yuriy Sevruk, and Burisma’s American legal team.15  Yuriy Sevruk was the temporary 

replacement for the Prosecutor General that Vice President Biden demanded be fired, Victor 

Shokin.  The note, reportedly written by Sevruk, states that “[t]he purpose of their visit was an 

apology for dissemination of false information by U.S. representatives and public figures on the 

activities of the Prosecutor General’s Office of Ukraine [Shokin] in regards to the investigation 

of criminal activities of Zlochevshy [Oligarch owner of Burisma Holdings].”16 

The article also reports that Ukrainian prosecutors have unsuccessfully been trying to get 

information to Justice Department officials since the summer of 2018, possibly including 

“[h]undreds of pages of never-released memos and documents ... [that] conflict with Biden’s 

narrative”17 that his actions in Ukraine had nothing to do with his son’s connections to Burisma.  

In light of this reporting, has the Justice Department obtained or been offered documents from 

Ukrainian officials related to these matters?  If so, what were those documents?  

We respectfully request that you respond to all of these questions no later than October 

14, 2019. 

 

 

                                                           
14 Jeff Mordock, John Durham investigating Ukraine in Trump-Russia origins probe, The Washington Times (Sept. 25, 2019). 

https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2019/sep/25/john-durham-probing-ukraine-as-part-of-trump-russi/ 
15 John Solomon, These once-secret memos cast doubt on Joe Biden’s Ukraine story, The Hill (Sept. 26, 2019), 

https://thehill.com/opinion/campaign/463307-solomon-these-once-secret-memos-cast-doubt-on-joe-bidens-ukraine-story. 
16 Id.  
17 Id. 
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We anticipate that your written reply and most responsive documents will be 

unclassified.  Please send all unclassified material directly to the Committee.  In keeping with the 

requirements of Executive Order 13526, if any of the responsive documents do contain classified 

information, please segregate all unclassified material within the classified documents, provide 

all unclassified information directly to the Committees, and provide a classified addendum to the 

Office of Senate Security.  Although the Committees comply with all laws and regulations 

governing the handling of classified information, they are not bound, absent their prior 

agreement, by any handling restrictions.  

 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to these matters.  Should you have any 

questions, please contact Joshua Flynn-Brown of Chairman’s Grassley’s staff at (202) 224-4515 

or Brian Downey or Scott Wittmann of Chairman Johnson’s staff at (202) 224-4751.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Charles E. Grassley 

Chairman 

Senate Finance Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Ron Johnson 

    Chairman 

    Senate Homeland Security 

    and Governmental Affairs 
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Sen.  (R-Wis.) told reporters Thursday he did not recall
signing a letter urging reforms in the o�ice of the Ukrainian prosecutor 

 has alleged former Vice President  improperly
had ousted, .

Trump has repeatedly alleged Biden used his o�ice to have Prosecutor
General Viktor Shokin �ired and prevent him from investigating a gas
company whose board included Biden’s son Hunter.

CNN on Thursday reported that three Republican senators, including
Johnson, Sen.  (R-Ohio) and then-Sen.  (R-Ill.) 

 urging “urgent reforms to the Prosecutor General’s o�ice and
Judiciary.”

"I send out all kinds of oversight letters ... I don't know which 2016
oversight letter you're referring to so I will look at that and then we'll issue
a press release, statement, or something — but I don't engage in
hypocrisy. I'm looking at getting the truth,” Johnson said when asked
about the letter.

Johnson did acknowledge the letter in an interview Thursday on WIBA's
"The Vicki McKenna Show," saying "The whole world, by the way, including
the Ukranian caucus, which I signed the letter, the whole world felt that

Ron Johnson

President Trump Joe Biden
The Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel reported
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this that Sholkin wasn't doing a [good] enough job. So we were saying hey
you've ... got to rid yourself of corruption."

In the �irst interview, Johnson also said there was no misconduct in
Trump’s call on Thursday for China to investigate Biden and his son.

"If there's potential criminal activity, the President of the United States is
our chief law enforcement o�icer. We have proper agreements with
countries to investigate potential crimes so I don't think there's anything
improper about doing that,” he said.

Even as he endorsed investigations by both China and Ukrainian o�icials,
Johnson denied the July 25 call between Trump and Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky at the heart of a whistleblower complaint represented
Trump pressuring Zelensky to investigate the Bidens.

"I look at that transcript and I go, it's Trump being Trump," Johnson said,
according to the Journal-Sentinel.

In a statement, Andrew Bates, rapid response director for the Biden
campaign, told The Hill: "“The United States, the European Union, the
I.M.F., and Ukraine's leading reform �igures were all pressing for Viktor
Shokin to be removed from o�ice because he was one of the biggest
obstacles to �ighting corruption in the entire country. This was a
bipartisan goal in Congress as well."

"It is unfortunate that Senator Johnson seems to have forgotten a time
when he put the country's values over his own politics, but perhaps re-
reading his well-articulated words whole-heartedly agreeing with Joe
Biden's push to move the anti-corruption cause in Ukraine forward will
help him on his journey back to intellectual consistency," Bates added.
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Statement On the Ukrainian-American Strategic Partnership 

23 May, 20:11 

Kyiv Security Forum expresses gratitude to the distinguished Ukrainian politicians, 
diplomats and civic activists for their support of the appeal to the American leaders and 
society on the importance of protecting the Ukrainian-American strategic partnership. 

  

Statement 
On the Ukrainian-American Strategic Partnership 

  

We, the representatives of Ukrainian politics, civil society, and the expert community, are deeply 
concerned to watch a campaign to involve Ukraine in the political competition in the United States 
unfold with renewed vigor. 

Ukraine greatly appreciates the steadfast support of the American people for our independence, 
security, and Western course. 

Our nations share the common values of national and human freedom. 

The combined efforts of the two largest political parties in the United States and all concerned 
Americans to defend Ukraine are a major historical contribution to the creation of a united Europe and 
a just world order. 

We call on American leaders to distinguish between the position of new Ukraine, which stands for the 
unity of the West and acts to unite democracies around the world, and those forces that seek to turn 
the political developments in our country into a toxic narrative to sow discord among our partners. 

We oppose the dishonest attempts to use the political controversies in the United States. We do not 
choose any side, but support each of them in the same way that they together help Ukraine’s 
independence. 

We call on America’s leaders to distinguish between the position of our nation from the actions of 
politicians instigated by Moscow. 

We condemn hostile provocations aimed at alienating our nations. 

We believe in the strategic partnership between Ukraine and the United States. 

Let us not allow mutual distrust and doubt to erode this great and lasting relationship. 

Let us stand together in times of great trials. 

Signed on May 22-23, 2020 

  

*        *        * 

  

Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Chairman of the Kyiv Security Forum, Prime Minister of Ukraine (2014-2016). 

Oleksandr Turchynov, acting President of Ukraine, Speaker of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine 
(2014), National Security Advisor (2014-2019). 

Oksana Zabuzhko, writer, National Taras Shevchenko Prize laureate. 

Joseph Zissels, member of the First of December Initiative Group, member of the Strategic Council 
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