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VERIFIED COMPLAINT 

FOR INJUNCTIVE AND DECLARATORY RELIEF AND DAMAGES 

 Plaintiff, CHILD ENVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF RHODE ISLAND, INC. 

(“CEF Rhode Island”), sues Defendants, PROVIDENCE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 

and DR. JAVIER MONTAÑEZ, in his official capacity as Superintendent of Providence 

Public School District, and alleges: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. For nearly two years, Defendant Providence Public School District has blocked 

Plaintiff CEF Rhode Island from hosting its elementary school Good News Clubs in District 

facilities that are open to other organizations. The District’s policies of unequal access and 

hostility to CEF Rhode Island’s religious message violate the Constitution and have denied 

the District’s elementary school students access to free, positive, and character-building Good 

News Clubs that enrich countless student’s lives in other Rhode Island school districts and 

throughout the country.  

2. CEF Rhode Island seeks a judgment declaring the District’s discriminatory use 

policies unconstitutional, facially and as-applied, under the Speech, Establishment, and Free 

Case 1:23-cv-00099   Document 1   Filed 03/10/23   Page 1 of 26 PageID #: 1



2 

Exercise Clauses of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution and the Equal 

Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. CEF Rhode Island also seeks preliminary 

and permanent injunctions against the District’s enforcement of the policies, together with 

damages, costs, and attorney’s fees.  

PARTIES 

3. Plaintiff, CEF Rhode Island, is a Christian non-profit organization incorporated 

under the laws of Rhode Island and having its principal place of business in Rhode Island. 

4. Defendant District (sometimes herein “PPSD”) is the governing body for public 

schools in Providence, Rhode Island having its principal place of business at 797 Westminster 

Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02903. 

5. Defendant Superintendent is the Superintendent of the District and is sued in his 

official capacity. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

6. This action arises under the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States 

Constitution and is brought under 42 U.S.C. § 1983. In violating CEF Rhode Island’s 

constitutional rights, Defendants acted under color of the statutes, ordinances, regulations, 

customs, usages, or other laws of the State of Rhode Island and the Providence Public School 

District. 

7. The Court has jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1331.  

8. Venue is proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b) because Defendants reside in the district, 

and a substantial part of the events or omissions giving rise to CEF Rhode Island’s claims 

occurred in the district.  
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9. The Court is authorized to grant declaratory judgment under the Declaratory 

Judgment Act, 28 U.S.C. §§ 2201–02, implemented through Rule 57, Fed. R. Civ. P., and is 

authorized to grant injunctive relief under Rule 65. 

10. The Court is authorized to grant CEF Rhode Island’s prayer for costs, including a 

reasonable attorney’s fee, under 42 U.S.C. § 1988.  

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS 

A. CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP’S GOOD NEWS CLUBS  

11. CEF Rhode Island is a subsidiary of Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc. (“CEF Inc.”), 

an international non-profit children’s ministry (incorporated in Missouri) working around the 

world. CEF Inc. works through local subsidiaries, like CEF Rhode Island, to positively 

impact the lives of children and their families by establishing Good News Clubs in elementary 

and middle schools, lead by local community volunteers. 

12. Good News Clubs are afterschool enrichment programs providing religious and 

other teaching and activities to encourage learning, spiritual growth, and service to others, as 

well as social, emotional, character, and leadership development. There are currently more 

than 4,800 Good News Clubs in public elementary and middle schools across the United 

States, including several in Rhode Island school districts. 

13. Good News Clubs typically meet once per week, immediately after school, and are 

lead by trained and vetted volunteer teachers. Good News Clubs welcome all children without 

charging any fee and without regard for religious background or belief, requiring only written 

permission from parents. 

14. Because participating children are never charged a fee or required to engage in 

fundraising, Good News Clubs have limited financial resources and rely on charitable 
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donations to cover operating expenses such as insurance, books, refreshments, and training 

and background checks for adult volunteers. 

15. Good News Clubs meet on school campuses for the safety and convenience of 

students and their families. It is often difficult or impossible for parents to arrange 

transportation of their children from school to off-campus locations to attend Good News 

Clubs, and parents do not want to expose their children to the potential risks of walking or 

being transported by others off campus. The Good News Clubs themselves cannot afford the 

expense of maintaining or providing transportation to off-campus locations. 

B. THE DISTRICT’S FACILITY USE POLICIES 

16. The use of District facilities by outside organizations is governed by a collection of 

policies (the “Use Policies”) comprising written policies adopted by the District School Board, 

written implementing regulations developed by the District Superintendent, and unwritten 

rules applied by the Superintendent and other District personnel. 

17. The written Use Policies include Board Policy 912, Community Use of School 

Facilities, and its implementing regulations, Procedure for the Use of School Facilities (the 

“912 Regulations”), and Board Policy 603, Community Partnership. True and correct copies 

of Board Policy 912, the 912 Regulations, and Board Policy 603 are attached hereto as 

Exhibit A, Exhibit B, and Exhibit C, respectively.1  

 

1  All District School Board Policies are available on the District website at 

https://providencepublic.ic-board.com/ (“Policies & Regs” link). The Superintendent’s 912 
Regulations are available at https://www.providenceschools.org/Page/344 (“Regulations 

for the Use of School Facilities” link). 
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18. Board Policy 912 provides, in pertinent part: 

Purpose and 

Scope 

The Providence School Board believes the Providence School 
Buildings are an integral part of the local Community. The 

Board recognizes there are many demands for the use of 
school buildings by the community and is committed to 

providing access to the buildings in a responsible manner. 

Guidelines and 

Implementation 

Strategies 

The Superintendent will develop administrative regulations to 

implement the Community Use of School Facilities policy. 

The School Board authorizes the Superintendent to develop 

procedures that will ensure: 

1. Responsible use of School facilities through an 
application and contracting process that includes 

disclosure of use, time, guidelines, and delineation of 
responsibilities; 

2. Priority for Providence School activities for students 
and parents; 

3. No financial burden to the district through use of a fee 
structure for building use, and a fee for all other costs 
incurred by the district, i.e., custodial; 

4. Indemnity for the Providence School Department from 
liability proceedings by requiring liability insurance as 

part of the contracting process. 

Compliance 

with Laws, 

Confidentiality 

Requirements 

The Superintendent will ensure that all PPSD employees and 

all PPSD contractors comply fully with all applicable laws, 
rules, and regulations, and with all Board policies. . . . 

(Ex. A.) 

19. The 912 Regulations, implementing Board Policy 912, provide specific facility use 

rules “for any activity that is not a part of the regular school program and takes place at a 

school building/facility,” including application, approval, fee, insurance, and 

indemnification requirements. (Ex. B at 1–2.) A school’s principal must preliminarily approve 

the scheduling of school building use, but final approval or disapproval of any application is 

the responsibility of the “support services administrator . . . as the agent of the 
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Superintendent.” (Ex. B at 2.) A true and correct copy of the District’s “Rental of School 

Facilities Application” required by the 912 Regulations is attached hereto as Exhibit D.2 

20. The 912 Regulations reserve to the support services administrator “the right to 

disapprove any application due to prior record of misuse, outstanding balances owed to the 

Providence School Department for prior events, or actions that do not conform to Providence 

School Department Policies.” (Ex. B at 1.) The 912 Regulations provide no other grounds for 

disapproval of any applicant who otherwise complies with all application and other 

requirements. 

21.  In contrast to Board Policy 912 and the 912 Regulations, governing use of school 

facilities by unaffiliated community members and groups, Board Policy 603 governs 

“Community Partnerships” between the District and “[o]rganizations that have contracts or 

formal agreements with PPSD to provide program support services for students before, 

during, and/or after the school day.” (Ex. C at 1.) Any such organization in a Community 

Partnership with the District under a contract or memorandum of understanding (MOU) is a 

“Partner” or “Provider” under Board Policy 603. (Ex. C at 2.) 

22. Board Policy 603 directs the Superintendent to “develop administrative regulations 

for Community Partnerships across District schools” addressing, inter alia, Partner/Provider 

project proposals, signed contracts or MOUs, use of school facilities, and disqualification. 

 

2  The application is also available on the District website at 
https://www.providenceschools.org/Page/344 (“Rental of School Facilities Application” 

link). 
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(Ex. C at 2–3.) True and correct copies of the Board Policy 603 project proposal form and 

MOU template are attached hereto as Exhibit E and Exhibit F, respectively.3 

23. Like Board Policy 912, Board Policy 603 requires the Superintendent to “ensure that 

all PPSD personnel and all PPSD contractors comply fully with all applicable laws, rules, and 

regulations, and with all Board policies.” (Ex. C at 4.) 

24. Board Policy 603 also requires the disqualification of any Partner/Provider 

employee or volunteer if a criminal background check shows any of several offenses identified 

in listed provisions of Rhode Island General Law—e.g., murder, assault, robbery, drug 

felonies, offenses against children, etc. (Ex. C at 2, 4.) 

25. Apart from the mandatory disqualification of Partner/Provider employees and 

volunteers for certain offenses under Board Policy 603, the Use Policies grant wide discretion 

to District officials to deny facility use, bounded only by general references to compliance 

with District policies and applicable laws. (Ex. A; Ex. B at 1; Ex. C at 2, 4.)  

C. THE DISTRICT’S ONGOING DENIAL OF ACCESS TO CEF RHODE 

ISLAND’S GOOD NEWS CLUBS. 

26. The District approved CEF Rhode Island’s August 2019 Rental of School Facilities 

Application, allowing CEF Rhode Island to lead an afterschool Good News Club at William 

D’Abate Elementary School for the 2019–2020 school year, without any facility rental fee. 

Forty-eight children signed up for the club, but the club could only accommodate twenty 

 

3 The project proposal form is also available on the District website at 

https://www.providenceschools.org/domain/2716 (“Project Proposal Form” link), and the 
MOU template at https://www.providenceschools.org/Page/4481 (“Partnership MOU 

TEMPLATE” link). 
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children due to space limitations at the school. A true and correct copy of CEF Rhode Island’s 

August 2019 Rental of School Facilities Application is attached hereto as Exhibit G. 

27. The D’Abate Good News Club was canceled in Spring 2020 due to COVID-19. 

28. In August 2021, Ryan Baker, CEF Rhode Island State Board Chair, approached the 

District to restart the D’Abate Good News Club and to start a new club at Leviton Elementary 

School. On September 10, 2021, Baker met with District officials Nick Figueroa, Chief of 

Family and Community Engagement (FACE), and Jael Lopes, Director of Strategic 

Community Partnerships, to get District approval for the clubs. CEF Rhode Island 

representatives Lillian Escobar and Jack Anderson also attended the meeting. 

29. During the meeting, Figueroa pressed Baker to state how the Good News Club 

would accommodate non-Christian participants. Baker explained that Good News Clubs 

welcome all children regardless of religious belief or background. After the meeting, Lopes 

sent an e-mail to Baker requesting that he provide “an overview of your organization (1 to 2 

pages) and the [example] lesson outline” within a week, and advising that “programming 

should not start until we have approvals from the Superintendent’s office.” Baker replied that 

he would provide the documents as requested. A true and correct copy of the September 10, 

2021 Lopes and Baker e-mail exchange is attached hereto as Exhibit H. 

30. On September 13, 2021, Baker e-mailed Lopes and Figueroa the requested Good 

News Clubs overview and example lesson, along with a Curriculum Plan, a memorandum 

explaining why it is legal for public schools to allow Good News Clubs to meet in school 

facilities, and an example CEF Rhode Island Good News Club permission slip. Baker 

followed up by e-mail on September 15, and Lopes confirmed receipt of the documents on 

September 20. In the same e-mail, Lopes advised that “Mr. Figueroa will be speaking with 
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our Superintendent and provide next steps.” A true and correct copy of the documents Baker 

provided to Lopes and Figueroa is attached hereto as composite Exhibit I, and a true and 

correct copy of the September 20 Lopes e-mail confirming receipt of the documents is attached 

hereto as Exhibit J.  

31. Baker followed up with Figueroa by e-mail on September 27, 2021, advising 

Figueroa that CEF Rhode Island hoped to start the Good News Clubs the second week of 

October. Figueroa did not respond, so Baker followed up by e-mail again on October 1, and 

again on October 4, each time reiterating his desire to start the Good News Clubs the second 

week of October when other afterschool activities would begin and requesting identification 

of any additional information needed to obtain approval. Figueroa again did not respond. On 

the morning of October 6, Baker e-mailed Figueroa and Lopes expressing disappointment at 

the District’s apparent denial of the D’Abate and Leviton Good News Clubs given Figueroa’s 

lengthy silence, and apparent unlawful discrimination against the Good News Clubs given 

the District’s allowance of other, similarly situated afterschool programs. True and correct 

copies of Baker’s September 27, October 1, October 4, and October 6, 2021 e-mails are 

attached hereto as Exhibit K. 

32. Later in the morning of October 6, 2021, CEF Rhode Island’s Board Secretary, 

Kathryn Haley, separately e-mailed Figueroa and Lopes, renewing CEF Rhode Island’s 

request to host the D’Abate and Leviton Good News Clubs by attaching completed Rental of 

School Facilities Applications for each school, as CEF Rhode Island had done in August 2019 

resulting in the approved D’Abate Good News Club. Along with the completed applications 

Haley also attached certificates of insurance and tax exemption for CEF Rhode Island. A true 

and correct copy of Haley’s October 6 e-mail with attachments is attached hereto as Exhibit L. 
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33. In the afternoon of October 6, 2021, Figueroa replied to the morning e-mails, first to 

Haley, then to Baker. In his reply to Haley, Figueroa stated that CEF Rhode Island’s Good 

News Club requests were treated as requests for partnership with the District, and that the 

requests were under review by the District’s legal team as part of a standard, time-consuming 

process. In his reply to Baker, Figueroa referenced his reply to Haley and reiterated that the 

legal review process was long and ongoing, and that CEF Rhode Island’s ability to work with 

District students “has yet to be determined.” True and correct copies of Figueroa’s October 

6, 2021 e-mail replies to Haley and Baker are attached hereto as Exhibit M and Exhibit N, 

respectively. 

34. On November 5, 2021, counsel for CEF Rhode Island sent a letter to the 

Superintendent demanding access for the D’Abate and Leviton Good News Clubs on an 

equal basis with the other, similarly situated community organizations hosting afterschool 

programs in District schools. True and correct copies of the November 5, 2021 letter and 

attachments are attached hereto as Exhibit O. 

35. The Principal of D’Abate Elementary, Brent Kermen, wanted the Good News Club 

to be approved, and separately inquired with Figueroa as to any remaining requirements for 

approval. In a November 9, 2021 e-mail, Kermen advised Baker of new, additional conditions 

for approval imposed by Figueroa: 

Hi Ryan, 

Long time and sorry for such a delay. Nick Figuroa is asking the Good 

News Club to provide: 

Good News Club can demonstrate academic/attendance outcomes for 
PPSD students 

 
If your program is able to provide program goals which speak to academic 
and attendance outcomes, they will review your request and consider 

allowing us to host the Good News Club. 
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Hopefully, this is something you can provide, and if so, we can take the next 
step. 

I look forward to hearing back and hopefully getting this program started here 
at D'Abate again soon. 

Thank you, 

Brent 

Baker replied to Kermen that he had already provided, on September 13, all the information 

requested by Figueroa and Lopes after their September 10 meeting, and that: 

I feel confident in saying that I have provided more information regarding the 
Good News Club than any after school club has been required to provide in 

all of the Providence schools. 

All the information that there is to provide has been provided. We are looking 

for approval to begin the club by the end of the day tomorrow [November 

10]. 

 On November 14, Kermen further replied to Baker: 

Hi Ryan, 
Wow! I am so sorry to hear this and am unsure of why there is an issue this 

year. 
I will follow up with Nick again to verify that your program proposal meets 
the requirements he referenced when I inquired. I will let you know what I 

hear. 
 

Thanks for sticking with us! 

Brent 

True and correct copies of these November 9 and 14, 2021 e-mails between Kermen and Baker 

are attached hereto as Exhibit P. 

36. By separate e-mail on November 14, 2021, Baker sent Kermen all the information 

he had previously sent to Figueroa and Lopes on September 13. A true can correct copy of 

the November 14, 2021 Baker e-mail with attachments is attached hereto as Exhibit Q.  

37. On December 10, 2021, by letter to the Superintendent, counsel for CEF Rhode 

Island renewed the equal access demand for the D’Abate and Leviton Good News Clubs. A 

true and correct copy of the December 10, 2021 letter is attached hereto as Exhibit R. 
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38. Following CEF Rhode Island’s demands for equal access, the District halted all 

afterschool programs.  

39. On January 13, 2022, Principal Kermen e-mailed Baker requesting information to 

satisfy Figueroa’s additional conditions to get the D’Abate Good News Club approved, and 

expressing Kermen’s determination to fight the District to get the Good News Club and 

D’Abate’s other afterschool programs restored:  

Good morning and Happy New Year, 

I am hoping to make some progress with getting our Good News Club back 
for the second half of the school year. I have read over the program info you 
shared a while back, as well as the communication you had with Nick and 

Jael. 
As best I can tell, Nick is asking for attendance and academic goals associated 

with your programming. 
Would you be able to simply create a goal sheet saying something like: 

 
Students who attend and participate in GNC will increase their daily 

attendance by 5‐10%. This is a realistic goal because our programming will 

give the students something additionally beneficial to look forward to each 
school day. 

Students who attend and participate in GNC will increase their individual 
ELA growth by being provided extended learning opportunities beyond the 
normal school day focused on reading and listening to various texts and 

literature. 
 

These attendance and academic goals, plus your program curriculum should 
be more than enough. 

 

I plan on re‐initiating communication by the end of this week, so please do 
your best to provide me with these Goals and I will be able to add them to 

my argument for including the GNC to our after school programming. 
Sadly, they are not even allowing our 21st CCLC programs to operate right 

now. Dilania and I are also fighting that fight, so I figured I would load up 

the plate and have one big fight. 

I would prefer no fight, but I do not see their logic and feel this is a huge 
disservice to our students and families, so we fight. 
Thank you and hope to see you soon. 

Brent 

A true and correct copy of the January 13, 2022 Kermen e-mail is attached hereto as Exhibit S. 
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40. The same day, Baker e-mailed a letter to Kermen providing the requested attendance 

and academic goals and other positive outcomes of Good News Clubs, and also offered a 

positive reference from the superintendent of another Rhode Island school district with Good 

News Clubs in its schools. A true and correct copy of the Baker January 13, 2022 e-mail and 

attached letter are attached hereto as Exhibit T.  

41. From January 19 through February 10, 2022, Baker exchanged e-mails with Kermen 

seeking updates on the status of Good News Club approval. On January 20, Kermen replied 

that other afterschool programs were still halted, and that he could not get a response from 

Figueroa besides that “he is working on it and should have info for me ‘soon.’” On February 

10, Kermen replied that Figueroa had not responded to Kermen’s follow-up e-mail. A true 

and correct copy of the January 19 through February 10 e-mail exchange is attached hereto 

as Exhibit U. 

42. On February 25, 2022, by e-mail to the Superintendent, counsel for CEF Rhode 

Island again renewed the equal access demand for the D’Abate and Leviton Good News 

Clubs, attaching copies of counsel’s prior November 5 and December 10, 2021 letters, and a 

copy of Board Policy 912 (then titled Board Policy KF). Counsel requested that the District 

approve the clubs’ Rental of School Facilities Applications, as the District had done in August 

2019 for the D’Abate Good News Club, instead of forcing the clubs to languish in the 

protracted and unnecessary “partnership” process. Counsel also made a public records 

request for evidence that similarly situated organizations were being subjected to the same 

partnership process as a condition of hosting their afterschool programs. Counsel specifically 

requested: 

1. The Boy Scouts Of America Narragansett Council “Community Partner” 
application(s) and approval(s). 
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2. The Girls on the Run Rhode Island (GOTR RI) “Community Partner” 
application(s) and approval(s). 

3. All approved facilities use applications for the 2019‐2020 school year. 

4. All approved facilities use applications for the 2021‐2022 school year. 
 

A true and correct copy of the February 25, 2022 e-mail (without attachments) is attached 

hereto as Exhibit V. 

43. On March 8, 2022, Kermen e-mailed Baker with still more demands from 

Figuerora’s FACE office: 

Hi Ryan, 

Sorry this saga has dragged on so long. I received a request from our FACE 
office today regarding the Good News Club's application for after school 

programming here at D'Abate: 

Principal Kermen, thank you for submitting your request to host the Good 

News Club. After reviewing the letter, the district would like to see the 

data of 20 students that participated in the program. Please provide the 

attendance data, ELA growth, enhanced student learning experience, 

decreased behavioral problems (before and after joining the program), and 

the tools used to identify the change in the areas mentioned. 
I am very upset about the continued roadblocks FACE throws at us but at 
least now their demands are clear to us and we can work together to provide 

their requested data. 
Please do your best to provide the data requested above and please let Dilania 
and I know which students were in your last session of after school 

programming here at D'Abate. This will allow us to also dig up data for 
FACE. 

We look forward to working together to get the Good News Club back here 
at our school. 

Thank you, 
Brent 

Baker replied that, despite his sincere appreciation for Kermen’s efforts to get the D’Abate 

Good News Club restarted, it appeared the District’s constant demands were discriminatory 

and in bad faith. Nevertheless, Dilania Inoa, the Senior Program Manager for Student 

Development at the Brown University Swearer Center, which partners with D’Abate, 

provided the names of the 2019 D’Abate Good News Club students to assist Kermen and 
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Baker in meeting the District’s demands. A true and correct copy of the March 8, 2022 

Kermen, Baker, and Inoa e-mail exchange is attached hereto as Exhibit W. 

44. On March 10, 2022, counsel resubmitted CEF Rhode Island’s public records request 

of February 25, 2022, through the City of Providence online portal, adding an additional 

category to the request: “All pending but not approved facilities use applications for the 2021-

2022 school year.” 

45.  On April 25, 2022, the District produced approximately 1,100 pages of Rental of 

School Facilities Applications, but no “Community Partner” applications or agreements for 

organizations hosting afterschool programs in the District. 

46.  On June 3, 2022, CEF Rhode Island’s State Director, Alan Snow, submitted a 

Community Partner Project Proposal to the District on behalf of CEF Rhode Island. True 

and correct copies of the submission confirmation and content of the submission are attached 

hereto as Exhibit X. 

47. The District has not responded to CEF Rhode Island’s Proposal. 

48. On January 4, 2023, counsel sent a letter to the Superintendent renewing, again, 

CEF Rhode Island’s request for approval of the D’Abate and Leviton Good News Clubs, and 

attaching a new Rental of School Facilities Application for each club. True and correct copies 

of the letter and attachments are attached hereto as Exhibit Y. 

49. The District has not responded to counsel’s January 4, 2023 letter. 

D. THE DISTRICT’S DISCRIMINATORY ALLOWANCE OF ACCESS TO 

SIMILARLY SITUATED, NONRELIGIOUS AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS 

50. The District has allowed numerous other organizations the free use of its facilities 

for afterschool programs under approved Rental of School Facilities Applications, such as 

Boys & Girls Clubs, Boy Scouts (Cub Scouts), and Girl Scouts. A true and correct copy of 
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examples of approved Rental of School Facilities Applications for these organizations, as 

produced by the District in response to CEF Rhode Island’s public records request, is attached 

hereto as Exhibit Z. 

51. According to its website, the mission and vision of the Boys & Girls Clubs of 

America are: 

Our Mission 

To enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their 

full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens. 

Our Vision 

Provide a world-class Club Experience that assures success is within reach of 

every young person who enters our doors, with all members on track to 
graduate from high school with a plan for the future, demonstrating good 

character and citizenship, and living a healthy lifestyle. 

Our Mission & Story, Boys & Girls Clubs of America, https://bgca.org/about-us/our-mission-

story (last visited Mar. 10, 2023). 

52. According to its website, the mission, law, and oath of the Boy Scouts of America 

are: 

Our Mission 

The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young people to make 

ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values 

of the Scout Oath and Law. 

Scout Law 

A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, 

cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent. 

Scout Oath 

“On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country and 

to obey the Scout Law; to help other people at all times; to keep myself 

physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.” 
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Boy Scouts of America, https://www.scouting.org (last visited Mar. 10, 2023). 

53. According to its website, the promise and law of the Girl Scouts are: 

Girl Scout Promise 

On my honor, I will try: 

To serve God* and my country, 
To help people at all times, 

And to live by the Girl Scout Law. 

*Members may substitute for the word God in accordance with their own 

spiritual beliefs. 

Girl Scout Law 

I will do my best to be 
honest and fair, 

friendly and helpful, 
considerate and caring, 

courageous and strong, 
and responsible for what I say and do, 
and to respect myself and others, 

respect authority, 
use resources wisely, 

make the world a better place, 

and be a sister to every Girl Scout. 

Promise and Law, Girl Scouts, https://www.girlscouts.org/en/discover/about-us/what-girl-

scouts-do/promise-and-law.html (last visited Mar. 10, 2023). 

54. Girls on the Run Rhode Island (“GOTR”) is another organization the District allows 

to host afterschool programs at its elementary schools. According to the “Our Programs” page 

of the GOTR website: 

At Girls on the Run Rhode Island, teaching critical life skills is the 

cornerstone of our research-based programs. Meeting in small teams, trained 
volunteer coaches inspire girls of all abilities to strengthen confidence and 

other important life skills through dynamic, interactive lessons and physical 

activity. 

And, specifically regarding GOTR’s elementary school program, the website provides: 
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Girls on the Run inspires girls of all abilities to recognize their individual 
strengths, while building a sense of connection in a team setting. Volunteer 

coaches facilitate lessons that blend physical activity with life skill 
development to enable girls to adapt to whatever comes their way. At the end 

of the season, the team completes a 5K together, which provides a tangible 

sense of accomplishment and sets a confident mindset into motion. 

A true and correct copy of the pertinent part of the GOTR website “Our Programs” page is 

attached hereto as Exhibit AA. 

55. In the Spring 2022 semester, while the District denied access to CEF Rhode Island’s 

Good News Clubs at D’Abate and Leviton Elementary Schools, the District allowed GOTR 

to conduct its afterschool program in several District elementary schools, including D’Abate. 

True and correct copies of the pertinent parts of the GOTR website Spring 2022 registration 

and location pages are attached hereto as Exhibit BB. 

56. In the current, Spring 2023 semester, while the District continues to deny access to 

Good News Clubs, the District is allowing GOTR to conduct its afterschool program at 

several District elementary schools. True and correct copies of GOTR’s Facebook 

announcement of the start of its Spring 2023 season and the GOTR website location pages 

for District elementary schools are attached hereto as Exhibit CC and Exhibit DD, 

respectively. 

57. CEF Rhode Island and its proposed Good News Clubs are similarly situated to the 

other organizations the District allows to host their afterschool programs in District 

elementary schools because all the organizations provide teaching and activities to develop 

things like confidence, character, leadership, and life skills in their participants. CEF Rhode 

Island, however, offers its programming from a Christian religious viewpoint, while the other 

organizations offer their similar programming from a nonreligious viewpoint. 

Case 1:23-cv-00099   Document 1   Filed 03/10/23   Page 18 of 26 PageID #: 18



19 

58. The District, acting under the Use Policies, has deprived CEF Rhode Island of access 

to District schools to host afterschool Good News Clubs since the beginning of the 2021–22 

school year, and continues to deny access to CEF Rhode Island, while allowing similarly 

situated organization access to District schools to conduct their afterschool programs. 

59. The increasingly burdensome requirements the District has imposed on CEF Rhode 

Island as conditions to access for its Good News Clubs are discriminatory and pretextual 

disguises for the District’s hostility towards CEF Rhode Island’s Christian identity, message, 

and viewpoint.  

COUNT I – VIOLATION OF THE SPEECH CLAUSE 

OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 

60. CEF Rhode Island realleges and adopts by this reference each and every allegation 

in paragraphs 1 to 59 above as if fully set forth herein. 

61. The Speech Clause of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, 

incorporated and made applicable to the states by the Fourteenth Amendment, protects CEF 

Rhode Island’s freedom of speech. 

62. The District Policies, both facially and as applied, violate CEF Rhode Island’s 

constitutional right to free speech. 

63. The Use Policies are an unconstitutional prior restraint on CEF Rhode Island’s 

protected speech.  

64. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, are unconstitutionally vague.  

65. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, are unconstitutionally overbroad. 

66. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, unconstitutionally vest District 

officials with unbridled discretion to decide which organizations will be permitted access to 

District facilities for afterschool programs. 
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67. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, discriminate against religious persons, 

religious speech, and religious viewpoints. 

68. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, impose unconstitutional content- and 

viewpoint-based restrictions on CEF Rhode Island’s speech.  

69. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, serve no compelling, important, 

significant, or legitimate governmental interest. 

70. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, are not the least restrictive means of, 

narrowly tailored to, or substantially or rationally related to serving any cognizable 

governmental interest. 

71. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, fail to leave open sufficient alternative 

channels of communication.  

72. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, unconstitutionally chill CEF Rhode 

Island’s protected speech.  

73. As a direct and proximate result of the District’s continuing violations of CEF Rhode 

Island’s rights, CEF Rhode Island has suffered, is suffering, and will continue to suffer harm, 

including irreparable harm from the deprivation of its constitutional rights. 

74. CEF Rhode Island has no adequate remedy at law for the continuing violation of its 

free speech rights. 

 WHEREFORE, CEF Rhode Island respectfully prays for relief against the District as 

hereinafter set forth in its prayer for relief.  

COUNT II – VIOLATION OF THE ESTABLISHMENT CLAUSE 

OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 

75. CEF Rhode Island realleges and adopts by this reference each and every allegation 

in paragraphs 1 to 59 above as if fully set forth herein.  
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76. The Establishment Clause of the First Amendment, incorporated and made

applicable to the states by the Fourteenth Amendment, prohibits government from 

establishing a religion. 

77. The Establishment Clause also prohibits the government from showing hostility

towards religion and prohibits showing favoritism towards one religious sect over another or 

towards non-religion over religion.  

78. The Establishment Clause does not require the District to differentiate access to its

facilities, or shield the District from liability for providing unequal access to its facilities, based 

on the religious identity, speech, or viewpoint of any person. 

79. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, violate the Establishment Clause

because they are hostile towards the religious identity, speech, and viewpoint of CEF Rhode 

Island, and favor the nonreligious identities, speech, and viewpoints of other persons given 

more favorable access to District facilities under the Use Policies.   

80. As a direct and proximate result of the District’s continuing violations of CEF Rhode

Island’s rights, CEF Rhode Island has suffered, is suffering, and will continue to suffer harm, 

including irreparable harm from the deprivation of its constitutional rights. 

81. CEF Rhode Island has no adequate remedy at law for the continuing violation of its

constitutional rights. 

WHEREFORE, CEF Rhode Island respectfully prays for relief against the District as 

hereinafter set forth in its prayer for relief.  

COUNT III – VIOLATION OF THE FREE EXERCISE CLAUSE 

OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 

82. CEF Rhode Island realleges and adopts by this reference each and every allegation

in paragraphs 1 to 59 above as if fully set forth herein. 
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83. The Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, 

incorporated and made applicable to the states by the Fourteenth Amendment, protects CEF 

Rhode Island’s free exercise of religion. 

84. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, violate CEF Rhode Island’s 

constitutional right to free exercise of religion. 

85. CEF Rhode Island has a sincerely held religious belief that it should teach the Bible 

and provide moral guidance and character training to children from a religious viewpoint.  

86. CEF Rhode Island exercises this religious belief by hosting Good News Club 

meetings in public school facilities after school hours.  

87. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, substantially burden CEF Rhode 

Island’s sincerely held religious beliefs by denying CEF Rhode Island access to District 

facilities equal to the access given to similarly situated nonreligious organizations providing 

afterschool programs in the District. 

88. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, are neither neutral nor generally 

applicable, and specifically target religion and religious organizations for disparate treatment. 

89. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, include a system of individualized 

exemptions under which the District may discriminatorily grant facilities access to favored 

organizations while denying access to CEF Rhode Island. 

90. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, serve no compelling, important, 

significant, or legitimate governmental interest. 

91. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, are not the least restrictive means of, 

narrowly tailored to, or substantially or rationally related to serving any cognizable 

governmental interest. 
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92. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, unconstitutionally chill and fail to 

accommodate CEF Rhode Island’s exercise of religion.  

93. As a direct and proximate result of the District’s continuing violations of CEF Rhode 

Island’s rights, CEF Rhode Island has suffered, is suffering, and will continue to suffer harm, 

including irreparable harm from the deprivation of its constitutional rights. 

94. CEF Rhode Island has no adequate remedy at law for the continuing violation of its 

free exercise rights. 

 WHEREFORE, CEF Rhode Island respectfully prays for relief against the District as 

hereinafter set forth in its prayer for relief.  

COUNT IV – VIOLATION OF THE EQUAL PROTECTION CLAUSE OF THE 

FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION 

95. CEF Rhode Island realleges and adopts by this reference each and every allegation 

in paragraphs 1 to 59 above as if fully set forth herein. 

96. The Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States 

Constitution guarantees to CEF Rhode Island the equal protection of the laws.  

97. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, violate CEF Rhode Island’s 

constitutional right to equal protection by treating CEF Rhode Island less favorably than other 

similarly situated organizations on the basis of CEF Rhode Island’s religious identity and the 

content and viewpoint of its message.  

98. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, discriminate between religious and 

nonreligious organizations. 

99. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, serve no compelling, important, 

significant, or legitimate governmental interest. 
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100. The Use Policies, both facially and as applied, are not the least restrictive means of, 

narrowly tailored to, or substantially or rationally related to serving any cognizable 

governmental interest.  

101. As a direct and proximate result of the District’s continuing violations of CEF Rhode 

Island’s rights, CEF Rhode Island has suffered, is suffering, and will continue to suffer harm, 

including irreparable harm from the deprivation of its constitutional rights. 

102. CEF Rhode Island has no adequate remedy at law for the continuing violation of its 

free exercise rights. 

 WHEREFORE, CEF Rhode Island respectfully prays for relief against the District as 

hereinafter set forth in its prayer for relief. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 WHEREFORE, CEF Rhode Island prays for relief as follows:  

A. That the Court issue a preliminary injunction pending trial, and a permanent 

injunction upon judgment, restraining and enjoining Defendants and their officers, agents, 

employees, and attorneys, and all other persons in active concert or participation with them, 

from enforcing, threatening to enforce, attempting to enforce, or otherwise requiring 

compliance with the Use Policies such that:  

1. Defendants must provide CEF Rhode Island access to District facilities to 

conduct afterschool programs equal to the access provided to similarly situated 

nonreligious organizations for their afterschool programs; and  

2. Defendants must not violate CEF Rhode Island’s constitutional rights.  
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B. Judgment declaring the Use Policies unconstitutional, both facially and as applied 

to CEF Rhode Island, and otherwise declaring the rights and other legal obligations and 

relations of the parties within the subject matter here in controversy. 

C. Judgement awarding CEF Rhode Island actual damages in accordance with the 

evidence at trial. 

D. Judgement awarding CEF Rhode Island nominal damages of $100.00. 

E. Judgment awarding CEF Rhode Island its costs and expenses of this action, 

including reasonable attorney’s fees, in accordance with 42 U.S.C. § 1988. 

F. That the Court retain jurisdiction of this action for the purpose of enforcing the 

Court’s orders. 

G. Such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper. 

 

s/ Nicholas S. Murray   

Nicholas S. Murray (R.I. 10238) 
GREATERGLOBE LEGAL, P.C. 

257-259 Union Street, 
New Bedford, MA 02740 
(781) 733-1608 

nmurray@greaterglobelegal.com 
 

 

Mathew D. Staver* (Fla. 701092) 
Horatio G. Mihet* (Fla. 26581) 

Roger K. Gannam* (Fla. 240450) 
Hugh C. Phillips* (Fla. 1038781) 
LIBERTY COUNSEL 

P.O. Box 540774 
Orlando, FL 32854 

(407) 875-1776 
(407) 875-0770 FAX 

court@LC.org | hmihet@LC.org 
rgannam@LC.org | hphillips@LC.org 
*Admission pro hac vice pending 

 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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VERIFICATIONS 

 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America 

that the foregoing paragraphs 1–44 above are true and correct. 

 Executed this March 10, 2023. 

s/ Ryan Baker     

Ryan Baker 

 

 

 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America 

that the foregoing paragraphs 45–57 above are true and correct. 

 Executed this March 10, 2023. 

s/ Alan Snow     

Alan Snow 
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COMMUNITY USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES
PPSD POLICY

Purpose and
Scope

The Providence School Board believes the Providence School Buildings are
an integral part of the local Community. The Board recognizes there are
many demands for the use of school buildings by the community and is
committed to providing access to the buildings in a responsible manner.

Guidelines and
Implementation
Strategies

The Superintendent will develop administrative regulations to implement the
Community Use of School Facilities policy.

The School Board authorizes the Superintendent to develop procedures that
will ensure:

1. Responsible use of School facilities through an application and
contracting process that includes disclosure of use, time,
guidelines, and delineation of responsibilities;

2. Priority for Providence School activities for students and parents;
3. No financial burden to the district through use of a fee structure for

building use, and a fee for all other costs incurred by the district,
i.e. custodial;

4. Indemnity for the Providence School Department from liability
proceedings by requiring liability insurance as part of the
contracting process.

Compliance
with Laws,
Confidentiality
Requirements

The Superintendent will ensure that all PPSD employees and all PPSD
contractors comply fully with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations, and
with all Board policies. In the event any part of any policy is unlawful, the
Superintendent will report such event to the Board as soon as practicable and
request of the Board a modification of the policy.

Legal Reference Available upon request.
History Approved by Board: September 23, 1971

Amended:  July 24, 1972
Amended:  December 10, 1981
Amended: March 11, 1991
Amended: July 28, 2003 – Resolution 7-26-03

Providence Public School District
Providence, Rhode Island

EXHIBIT A
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Procedure revised 11/13/09 and maintained as required by PPSD School Board Policy NASB / NEPN: 
KF approved 9/23/71, revised 7/24/72, 12/10/81, 3/11/91, and 7/28/03. 

PROCEDURE FOR THE USE OF SCHOOL FACILITES 

APPLICATION 
Applications for the use of School facilities must be prepared for any activity that is not a part of 
the regular school program and takes place at a school building/facility. Any group renting the 
facility in the name of an organization or company must have the application signed by an 
official of said organization or company. 

REQUESTOR 
The requestor shall complete all fields of the application and present it to the appropriate school 
principal’s office. Any field of the application left incomplete will result in automatic return of 
request. At no time are minors allowed to rent school facilities. An adult of said group or 
organization must complete request application. 

APPROVAL
School principal shall approve the scheduling of events in schools and recommend the number of 
personnel (i.e. custodians) needed for the event. The support services administrator shall act as 
the agent of the Superintendent, and will be responsible for reviewing all applications, 
determining costs for staff, and approve or disapprove the application. The support services 
administrator reserves the right to disapprove any application due to prior record of misuse, 
outstanding balances owed to the Providence School Department for prior events, or actions that 
do not conform to Providence School Department Policies. No application is a contract until the 
support services administrator signs the application. 

USAGE OF GYMNASIUM 
Gymnasiums may be used for facility-appropriate athletic activities only. 

RENTAL AND CUSTODIAN FEES  
Rental fees for a facility are at a daily rate, see fee schedule for charges. For custodial services 
rendered, the fee is at a minimum of four (4) hours and at the rate of $36.69 per hour.  Plus one 
half hour before and one half hour after each scheduled event for set up and clean up. 
Groups or organizations requesting space for a one-day event would be required to pay the total 
cost (100%) of rental and custodial charges for services rendered prior to event taking place. 
Groups or organizations with recurring usage will be billed on a monthly basis. A two-event 
security deposit is required in advance for all groups with recurring usage. (i.e. total cost of two 
scheduled events). 
If events fall on holidays or when additional custodial staff is necessary, said group would be 
required to pay holiday and or overtime rates.  
All charges are due a minimum of two (2) weeks prior to scheduled event. 

EVENT HOURS 
No event is permitted to go beyond 11:00 PM or conflict with school hours. 

CONTRACT TERMS            
The length of any Use of School Facilities request is not to exceed a period greater than ten (10) 
months beginning September 1st and with all contracts ending June 30th. Before the end of the 
ten (10) month term and with a minimum of two (2) weeks advanced notification, groups 

EXHIBIT B
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Procedure revised 11/13/09 and maintained as required by PPSD School Board Policy NASB / NEPN: 
KF approved 9/23/71, revised 7/24/72, 12/10/81, 3/11/91, and 7/28/03. 
 

desiring to utilize space during the summer months must complete a new application. All 
summer applications will be researched and approved based on the availability of custodial staff 
and space at school or facility requested given that group has no prior record of misuse or 
outstanding balances owed to the district.  If a new application is not completed prior to usage, 
said group would not be permitted to utilize space within the Providence School Department 
until such forms are completed in there entirety and processed in the Support Services Office.  
The Providence School Department reserves the right to invalidate a contract at any time with 30 
days advanced written notification to group. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY OF GROUP 
Any group whose participants become unruly or cause damage to the building or facility would 
be required to pay for such damages.  Recurring incidents with any user group may result in 
denial of future use of a facility by that group. 
 
CUSTODIAL RESPONSIBILITIES                                   
It is the responsibility of the assigned custodian(s) to ensure that requesting group/organization 
does not exceed the time limit indicated on the request application. If any group does not end an 
event at said time of departure, then assigned custodian is to contact his/her supervisor who may 
contact the Providence Police Department for assistance. Custodial supervisors are on call 24 
hours a day and can be reached at any time. 
 
PERSONNEL AND FEES 
Any activities where personnel is required, said personnel will be assigned by the school 
principal or his/her designee only. Personnel fees for all organizations will be billed as such. 
 
ALCOHOL 
At NO time is alcohol permitted on school department property.  If it is discovered that alcohol is 
or had been present at an event, said group would not be permitted to utilize space within the 
Providence School Department at any time in the future. 
 
LIABILITY / PROPERTY DAMAGE INSURANCE       
All organizations using school property will be required to obtain coverage for property damage 
and general liability.  The minimum amount of coverage shall be $100,000 for property damage, 
and $2,000,000 of general liability.  School activity groups, parent/teacher associations, and City 
of Providence groups need not furnish this insurance unless otherwise specified by the 
Superintendent of Providence Schools.  A copy of insurance certificates naming the Providence 
School Department, the City of Providence, and the Providence Public Buildings Authority as 
additionally insured must accompany applications.  
 
INDEMNIFICATION                                                                                   
Renter shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend The Providence School Department, the City 
of Providence, and the Providence Public Building Authority, their respective officers, agents, 
and employees, from and against any and all losses, claims, liability, damage, action or expense 
including, without limitation, costs and attorney fees arising out of or relating to usage of school 
facilities, (i) Renter’s use of school facilities, (ii) Any breach or default in the performance of 
any obligation of renter under this agreement, (iii) any negligence of renter or any of it’s of it’s 
agents, employees, participants, spectators, attendees, patrons, and invited guests, (iv) the theft or 
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misappropriation of any renter’s personal property brought into a Providence School Department 
facility.  Renter hereby assumes all risk of damage to its property placed in a school or school 
department facility, assumes all risk of injury to its agents, employees, participants, spectators, 
attendees, patrons and invited guests.   
 
OFF STREET PARKING                                                            
Off street parking will be provided when available to any requesting group or organization. In 
the execution of this policy, building principals are delegated the authority and duty to enforce 
these restrictions, including therewith the right to order illegally parked vehicles towed away 
with recovery of such vehicles to be at the vehicles owners expense. With regard to School 
Department headquarters at 797 Westminster St, the Administrator of Support Services shall 
exercise the same authority and duty with regard to enforcement. 
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Providence Public School District 

Providence, Rhode Island 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
PPSD POLICY

General Belief The Providence School Board welcomes the valuable contributions made to 

the Providence Public School District (PPSD or District) through the 

assistance and engagement of partners in District schools. The Board believes 

that the support of partners and the entire Providence community is vital to 

our students’ success.   

The Board further believes that increasing community partnership 

opportunities and other types of school-based engagement, as well as 

clarifying the community partnership process, will encourage more 

collaboration, alignment and innovation with the District, and allow both the 

District and partners to leverage resources and assets more effectively.   

The Board recognizes that the placement of community partners and 

providers and other non-employees should be implemented in a manner that 

promotes the safety of all our children and staff.   

Purpose and 

Scope 

The purpose of this policy is to establish the guidelines for community 

partnerships and providers, as well as the roles, responsibilities, and 

expectations of such individuals associated with partnerships and providers at 

the school and District level. 

This policy applies to all partners who provide services, and/or engage with 

PPSD students at District-sponsored events, both on and off District property, 

and both during and outside of the school day.  

Definitions The following definitions are provided to assist in understanding this policy 

and the legal obligations of the District. 

Community Partnerships: A collaborative relationship between the PPSD 

and communities entities that is mutually beneficial and works towards 

shared goals and purpose. Organizations that have contracts or formal 

agreements with PPSD to provide program support services for students 

before, during, and/or after the school day.  

Since Community Partnerships can encompass a wide variety of activities, 

the following categories aim to help clarify, maximize and leverage 

community resources for learning and academic achievement: 

EXHIBIT C
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Cooperation- partnerships are formed to exchange programmatic 

information and services to our families and students. Partners in this 

category are managed by the school principal or designee.  

Collaboration- partnerships are formed to coordinate efforts and 

identify the targeted audience.  The priorities of this partnership is 

set by the community partner. Partners in this category are managed 

by  District staff 

Strategic Collaboration-partnership are formed to share resources, 

risks and decision-making.  The partnership is set on a strategic 

direction of programming aiming to support student achievement. 

Partners in this category are managed by District staff. 

Cross-Sector Collaboration-partnerships are formed by several 

organizations coming together to share resources, risks and decision-

making. The partnership is set on a strategic direction of 

programming aiming to support student achievement.  Partners in 

this category are managed by District staff.  

 

Disqualifying Information: Any offense listed in Rhode Island General Law 

§§ 23-17-37, 11-37-8.1, 11-37-8.3, 11-9-1(b), 11-9-1(c), and 11-9-1.3. 

 

Partner/Provider: The entity that the District contracts with or enters a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with to form a Community 

Partnership. 

 

Performance-Based Contracts: Contracts that are developed by the District 

with clear purpose and requirements of the work to be performed. The 

requirements set forth are clear, specific and with measurable outcomes.   

All contracts must include the following information: 

a) Required outcomes or results – Measurable results and/or outcomes 

for conducting the project. The Performance-Based Contract will 

describe and establish numeric value to each outcome and related 

funding implications.   

b) Performance standards – Standards for completeness, accuracy and 

timeliness for the project.  

c) Monitoring Methods – The methods and timeline used to monitor and 

report on performance.  

 
Guidelines and 

Implementation 

Strategies 

 

The Superintendent will develop administrative regulations for Community 

Partnerships across District schools. 

   

The regulations should address each of the following: 
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1. Project Proposal which outlines the project idea and commitment of the 

District and/or school. 

2. Signed formal agreement such as a contract or data sharing agreement, 

and/or a Signed Memorandum of Understanding, which outlines the 

expectations and obligations of the District and the Partner/Provider. 

 

3. Background Check(s) requirements are included in both contracts and 

MOUs and address the following, at a minimum: 

a) Partner/Provider may be required to undergo all or some of the 

following clearances prior to the commencement of work: 

i. National and or State Criminal Background Check,  

ii. DCYF Clearance Request  

iii. National Sex Offender check  

b) The Partner/Provider shall conduct, review and maintain on file 

evidence that the required background check(s) have been completed 

for every employee and volunteer.  

c) The District reserves the right to audit Partner/Provider files. 

d) The cost of all background check(s) is the responsibility of the 

Partner/Provider. 

e) The criminal background check(s) must be completed at a local/state 

police station or the Attorney General’s office or an approved third 

party source. 

f) The District reserves the right to deny or rescind the placement of 

employees or volunteers associated with the Partner/Provider. 

g) Partner/Provider must update the District within 72 hours of any 

changes on the criminal background check(s) of their employees and 

volunteers.   

h)  Partner/Provider shall ensure that all employees and volunteers 

undergo annual background check(s) prior to the commencement of 

the school year. 

 

4. Orientation  

At the beginning of each school year, the Office of Strategic Community 

Partnership will provide an orientation to all Partners/Providers.  

Additional orientation will be offered on quarterly basis for new 

Partners/Providers. Orientation for community partners under this policy 

shall include, at minimum: 

 

a) Overview of the partnership process  

b) PPSD Strategic Plan 

c) Progress monitoring   

d) Procurement process 

e) Child abuse reporting protocols  
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f) Regulations for use of school facilities 

g) District policies  

h) State and federal laws related to student rights, confidentiality of 

records, and nondiscrimination. 

 

5. Workshops 

During the school year, the Office of Strategic Community Partnership 

will provide workshops for all Partners/Providers. Workshop topics 

under this policy shall be based on District and Partner/Provider needs 

and in support of District goals and priorities.   

  

6. Disqualifying Information 

Any individual for whom the Partner/Provider receives notice of 

disqualifying information will be presumed ineligible to be placed, 

pursuant to District policy. Disqualifying information is any offense listed 

in Rhode Island General Law §§ 23-17-37, 11-37-8.1, 11-37-8.3, 11-9-

1(b), 11-9-1(c), and 11-9-1.3.  

 
An Training, 

Oversight, and 

Communication  

Prospective Partners/Providers, consultants, and other non-employees will be 

recruited to assist with and/or provide services to students with supports that 

are aligned to achieving the District’s mission, vision, and goals as articulated 

in the strategic plan. 

 

The Superintendent will ensure that the administrative regulations include the 

process of communicating the policy to Partners/Providers. The 

Partner/Provider will ensure that there is a process for reviewing, approving 

or denying individuals associated with partnerships and communicate this 

with the District. 

 

The District will report to the Board annually on the impact of community 

partnerships that support District activities.   

 

The superintendent or designee will review and amend the administrative 

regulations as needed.   

 

Compliance with 

Laws, 

Confidentiality 

Requirements 

 

The Superintendent will ensure that all PPSD personnel and all PPSD 

contractors comply fully with all applicable laws, rules, and regulations, and 

with all Board policies.  In the event any part of any policy is unlawful, the 

Superintendent will report such event to the Board as soon as practicable and 

request of the Board a modification of this policy. 

Legal Reference 

 

Rhode Island General Law § 16-2-18.1 
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Rhode Island General Law §§ 23-17-37, 11-37-8.1, 11-37-8.3, 11-9-1(b), 11-

9-1(c), and 11-9-1.3. 

 

Cross Reference 

 

PPSD Volunteer Policy 

PPSD Student Teachers and Intern/Practicum Policy 

History Approved by Board: November 14, 2018 
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Revised February 2020 

Memorandum of Understanding 

Providence Public Schools 
and 

Click here to enter text. 

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is between Click here to enter text.  (“Click here to enter 

text.”) and the Providence Public School District (“PPSD”).  Click here to enter text. and PPSD are 

individually referred to as a “Party” and collectively as the “Parties.”   

Click here to enter text. 

WHEREAS, Click here to enter text. in collaboration with PPSD will provide Click here to enter text. 
Program, as described in an applicable Statement of Work; and 

WHEREAS, the administrators of Click here to enter text. have agreed to partner with Click here to enter 
text. and implement Click here to enter text.; 

WHEREAS, the Parties realize that they have the potential to form a mutually-beneficial relationship and 
recognize the value of establishing a formal process to leverage each other’s strengths;    

NOW, THEREFORE, PPSD and Click here to enter text. wish to enter into this MOU to formally set forth 
their understanding of their relationship and, for good and valuable consideration, agree as follows:  

I. EFFECTIVE DATE AND TERM

This MOU is effective as if the date all Parties have executed it, and shall continue in effect until Click 
here to enter a date..  This MOU supersedes and replaces any previous agreement between the parties. 

II. COLLABORATIVE FUNCTIONS

EXHIBIT F
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The Parties shall collaborate on a plan to:  

● Leadership Commitments 

➢ Participate in periodic partnership meetings to share and collaborate on other initiatives 
designed to address mutual goals; 

➢ Respect and support the PPSD Strategic Plan; 

➢ Provide a culturally appropriate, flexible environment for both students and families of 
the Schools embodying caring support, respect and responsiveness. 

• Operational Commitments  
 
Click here to enter text. will: 

➢ Implement Click here to enter text. at partner schools; 

➢ Provide day to day supervision on-site (in coordination with the assigned partner school 
liaison and as needed) and off-site; 

➢ Check in on-site monthly at partner schools; 

➢ Ensure highest quality of programming and services; 

➢ Provide an end of year report to the Office of Strategic Community Partnerships and 
participating school on program goals and impact; 

➢ Ensure that spaces that it uses are maintained and left in at least the same condition in 
which they were found.  Click here to enter text. will secure the spaces at the conclusion 
of the Program, will review the space, and report any damages to the principal of the 
school; 

➢ Inform liaisons of any serious programmatic or student safety concerns within 24 
working hours  and work proactively to prevent and minimize problems;   

➢ Help create a culture in which all within the school community feel safe and welcomed; 

➢ Ensure that all Click here to enter text.’s staff, educators and volunteers fulfill all 
requirements for BCI and CANTS as stated in the PPSD Volunteer Policy; 

➢ Ensure that all Click here to enter text. staff and volunteers report known or suspected 
cases of child abuse and/or neglect to the Department of Children, Youth, and Families 
within 24 hours of becoming aware of such abuse/neglect. 

 
Providence School Department will: 

• Identify partner schools in which Click here to enter text. will offer Program;. 

• Set up meetings with school site principals and the Click here to enter text.’s Program 
Manager; 

• Identify a school liaison within each partner school to serve as the primary contact 
person for the Program in navigating the school and setting up trainings (students, staff, 
parents, etc.), afterschool programming and special events, and other services; 

• Authorize all partner schools to display the Click here to enter text.’s poster. 
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• Parties’ Commitments 

Adhere to PPSD’s External Partner Grant Procedures when applying for any grant proposal for 
projects to be implemented within PPSD.  Proposals requiring the involvement of the District 
must be approved by the Office of Development and Partnerships prior to proposal submission. 

 
III. DESIGNATION OF LIAISONS & MEETINGS  

During the term of this MOU, each Party shall designate the appropriate staff(s) to act as the designated 
day-to-day liaison between the Parties.   

PPSD: 
Name:  Jael Lopes   
Title:  Director of Strategic Community Partnerships   
Email:   Jael.Lopes@ppsd.org  
Phone: 401-456-9100 ext.11374 
 
School Liaisons: 
Click here to enter text. 

 
Click here to enter text. 
Name: Click here to enter text. 
Title: Click here to enter text. 
Email: Click here to enter text. 

Phone: Click here to enter text. 

The Parties shall arrange for regular operational meetings of key personnel to address on-going projects 
and activities and other matters of interest and concern between the Parties.  Any mutually agreed upon 
changes will be documented by a duly authorized, signed amendment to this MOU.   

IV. TERMINATION  

This MOU may only be terminated as follows:  

1. The Parties may mutually agree to terminate this MOU at any time by a signed written 
agreement.  

2. A Party may terminate this MOU for any reason or for no reason at all upon thirty (30) days’ 
written notice to the other Party.  Should this MOU be terminated pursuant to this Section IV(2) 
and such effective termination date will be prior to the conclusion of an already commenced 
program or programs, the Parties will agree to continue all terms of this MOU through the 
conclusion of such program(s).   

3. A Party may terminate this MOU immediately by written notice to the other Party upon the 
occurrence of any of the following events involving the non-terminating Party: 
● Bankruptcy, receivership, or dissolution of a Party; or 
● Documented refusal by a Party to abide by relevant statutory or regulatory requirements or 

a material term or obligation outlined in this MOU. 
4. This MOU shall terminate immediately upon the effective termination date of this MOU as 

provided in Section I. 

V. ACCESS TO RECORDS 
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The Parties shall discuss in advance what, if any, information and records must be shared in order to 
perform the activities outlined herein.  In the event it is determined that any particular information 
and/or records should be shared, the Parties shall enter into an appropriate written confidentiality and 
records access agreement to govern the sharing of such. Such agreement shall be approved by PPSD 
RPA Office. RPA will design/approve the data collection methods to share student data, maintaining 
compliance with PPSD procedures and protocols including, but not limited to, FERPA and PPRA 
compliance. 

 

VI. MUTUAL INDEMNIFICATION  

Except as otherwise noted in this MOU: 

● Click here to enter text.  hereby agrees to indemnify and hold harmless PPSD, its directors, 
officers and employees against any losses, expenses (including reasonable attorneys’ fees), 
claims, damages or liabilities to which PPSD becomes subject, insofar as such losses, claims, 
damages or liabilities (or actions in respect thereof) arise out of or are based upon any negligent 
and/or intentional act or omission of Click here to enter text. in performance of or in any way 
arising out of any breach by Click here to enter text.  of its obligations under this MOU.  

● PPSD hereby agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Click here to enter text., its directors, 
officers and employees against any losses, expenses (including reasonable attorneys’ fees), 
claims, damages or liabilities to which Click here to enter text.  becomes subject, insofar as such 
losses, claims, damages or liabilities (or actions in respect thereof) arise out of or are based 
upon any negligent and/or intentional act or omission of PPSD in performance of or in any way 
arising out of any breach by PPSD of its obligations under this MOU.  
 

VII. RELATIONSHIP 

The Parties’ relationship to each other shall be that of independent contractors.  Nothing contained in 
this MOU shall make the employees of one Party the employees of another Party.  Each Party shall be 
responsible for managing the affairs of its own respective corporation, and in the conduct of their 
business and in the performance of their respective obligations under this MOU the Parties shall comply 
with all applicable statutes, ordinances, rules, regulations and licensing requirements of any and all 
federal, state, municipal, and international authorities.  In addition, each Party shall maintain customary, 
appropriate and, if necessary by law, required levels of insurance (general liability; property and 
automobile; workers’ compensation) during the term of this MOU. 

VIII. NON-DISCRIMINATION 

The Parties shall perform their respective obligations hereunder without regard to the race, color, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, age, religion, national origin, disability, veteran status, 
or any other basis protected under applicable federal or state law of any employee, student or 
representative. 

IX. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
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1. Notices:  Any notice, request or other communication required to be given under this MOU shall 
be in writing and shall be deemed to have been given when delivered in person or being 
deposited in the mail to the Party.  Except as changed by notice in writing to the other Parties, 
notice shall be delivered to the attention of the following individuals at the respective Party's 
address listed below:  

 
Click here to enter text.: 
Click here to enter text. 
Click here to enter text. 
Click here to enter text. 
Click here to enter text. 

Providence Public School Department:   
797 Westminster St.     

 Providence, RI 02903      

2. Timely Performance:  The Parties will each use best efforts to perform their respective 
obligations in a timely manner and within any agreed upon time frames. 

3. Assignment:  No Party may assign its rights or obligations under this MOU without the prior 
written consent of the other Party. 

4. Entire Agreement & Amendment:  This MOU constitutes the final expression of the agreement 
between the Parties; it is intended as a complete and exclusive statement of the terms of their 
agreement; and it supersedes all prior and concurrent promises, representations, negotiations, 
discussions and agreements that may have been made in connection with the subject matter 
hereof.  This MOU shall not be changed, modified, supplemented or amended except by express 
written agreement signed by the Parties. 

5. Publicity: The parties shall collaborate and mutually agree upon the content, targeting and 
timing of any media outreach regarding this MOU and the activities provided for 
hereunder.  Additionally, the parties shall coauthor and/or approve any pitches, press releases, 
media advisories or statements provided to media outlets regarding this MOU and the activities 
provided for hereunder. Exceptions to this are a party’s own publications to its respective 
communities and periodic reports issued by any Party. 

6. No Waiver:  No Party shall be deemed to waive any rights unless such waiver is in writing and 
signed by all Parties.  The failure of a Party to execute a right or to require performance by 
another Party of any part of this MOU shall not affect the full right to exercise such right or to 
require performance at any time thereafter, nor shall the waiver by either party of a breach of 
any provision of this MOU constitute a waiver of any later breach of the same or any other 
provision. 

7. Governing Law:  This MOU shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of 
the State of Rhode Island.   

8. Counterparts:  This MOU may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an 
original and all of which together shall be deemed one and the same agreement. 

9. Headings:  The headings of this MOU are inserted for convenience only and are not to be 
considered in construction of the provisions hereof. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each of the Parties has caused this Memorandum of Understanding to be 

executed by their respective, duly authorized officers. 

Authorized Signatures: 

 

__________________________________               

Click here to enter text.   Date:         
Superintendent 
Providence School Department  
                   
 
 
__________________________________ 
Click here to enter text.                  Date: 
Click here to enter text. of Click here to enter text. 

     

 

Principal Signature(s):                   

  

Click here to enter text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved as to form and correctness. 

 

 

  

Charles A. Ruggerio 

General Counsel and Deputy City Solicitor 
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Hello Jael, 

I hope you had a great weekend. Thank you for taking the time to meet with Lilian, Jack, 
and I this past Friday to discuss the Good News Club after school program, a ministry of 
Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEFRI). It was a pleasure speaking with you and Nick 
and getting to know each other. I have had the blessing of serving as the State Board 
Chair for the past six years. I am humbled to say that I am amazed at the impact that 
these after school clubs have had on the children and their families. As we discussed, 
Child Evangelism Fellowship is an international non-profit children’s ministry with on-
going work in just about every country in the world. While CEF is an international 
organization, we partner with volunteers in local communities in hopes of impacting the 
lives of children and their families with a message of hope. We are so very passionate 
about the school children in our community and we are seeking to put action behind our 
desire to have an impact on their lives! There are currently more than 4800 Good News 
Clubs in public elementary and middle schools across the United States, including 
several here in Rhode Island in multiple school districts. We have received 
overwhelming positive feedback from the children and their families as well as from 
teachers, principals, and superintendents. 

CEFRI has partnered with Pastor Santos Escobar of Vida Abundante UMC located at 
689 Cranston Street in Providence. Pastor Santos has an incredible team of faithful and 
passionate volunteers who are excited about conducting a Good News Club at William 
D’Abate and Leviton Elementary Schools. Each member of the volunteer team who will 
be conducting the Good News Club is trained extensively on child protection and worker 
compliance as well as in all aspects of the proper conduct of a Good News Club. Each 
volunteer is required to complete a BCI screening check with the state of Rhode Island 
and a background screening required by CEF that exceeds Rhode Island standards. 
The children’s safety is our top priority. Two or more screened volunteers will be with 
the children at all times. Furthermore, your school district will be provided with our 
Certificate of Insurance for liability. 

Good News Clubs meet once per week for either 60 or 90 minutes depending on the 
school schedule. Each club is staffed with a minimum of 6 volunteers. I have enclosed a 
sample of the permission slip which must be signed by a child’s parent or guardian for 
the child participate in the club. All children, regardless of religious background, are 
welcome and encouraged to participate in the club. A Good News Club consists of the 
following components: (1) a Bible lesson, (2) game, (3) song, (4) missionary story, (5) 
snack (if allowed), and (6) discussion time. Children will learn that God loves them and 
that He created each of them special and unique. They will learn that every child is 
valuable. 

What the children will learn in a Good News Club mirrors the mission statement of the 
Providence School District which is to “prepare our students academically for their 
pursuits, to develop the appropriate social and emotional skills to be productive, 
empathetic, global citizens, and to stimulate a growth mindset for continued long 
learning in a culturally diverse society.” In learning the Bible, children will be learning 

EXHIBIT I
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about the most famous book every written, one which spans all nations, races, cultures, 
and demographics. Pastor Santos is from El Salvador; he also has volunteer team 
members who were born and raised in Guatemala and the Dominican Republic. This is 
a diverse international team that can help the children in the club better understand 
other parts of the world. Children will also learn the social and emotional skills that are 
so important to their development. They will learn that God wants them to do the right 
thing, to tell the truth, be kind to one another, respect authority, show compassion, be 
ready and willing to help others, forgive others and be willing to ask for forgiveness 
when needed, empathize with others who are struggling. Children will learn these things 
not just by being taught what the bible says, but by the example being set by our faithful 
volunteer teams. We believe in teaching by Word and deed. In learning these skills both 
by hearing what the Bible says and observing the example of our team, the children 
grow both emotionally and socially. Their parents, teachers, and friends see and feel the 
impact. Even those students not in the club and the school at large are benefitted by the 
impact of the children in the Good News Club. Most importantly, the Good News Club is 
a safe, loving, and nurturing environment for children to be free to express themselves, 
to ask any question that may be on their mind, and to know that there is a group of 
people from their community who care deeply for them.  

Children will also benefit academically as the Bible is the most well-known and read 
book in history throughout the entire world. Every child should know at least something 
about the Bible, and they will learn about the Bible in the Good News Club. The Bible 
was written over a 1500-year period of time about events which took place on three 
different continents. There is so much history and cultural diversity in the context of 
every Bible story that a child’s academic understanding of history, geography, and 
culture is expanded and deepened. Furthermore, every Good News Club includes a 
missionary story about some of the most extraordinary people in history. These stories 
are about people who sacrificed so much of their lives to help the sick, poor, hungry, 
and needy in places all over the world. Children will learn about their struggles and 
difficult circumstances and the impact that one person can have on the lives of so many 
who are in need of help. Children will learn about the development of languages, the 
building of hospitals, and the education of children under some of the most difficult 
circumstances imaginable. Every child participating in a Good News Club will learn how 
one person can change the world for the better! 

We believe that the Good News Club will positively impact the children of William 
D’Abate and Leviton because we have heard first hand from parents, teachers, and 
superintendents of the benefits that the Good News Club is having on the children. I 
have a included a video link for your viewing about the Good News Clubs 
(https://player.vimeo.com/video/198373425). We have received letters from parents 
who have told us about the impact the club has had on their child. One superintendent 
told me that he could not ask for a better program in his schools than the Good News 
Club. He said this because he has seen the impact on the children. 

We are asking that you would please grant us your approval to conduct a Good News 
Club at William D’Abate and Leviton Elementary School. Please give us the opportunity 
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to help the children of our community by making a positive impact in their life. Please 
provide the children who would like to participate, the opportunity to benefit from the 
Good News Club. 

It would be a pleasure to speak with you anytime and answer any questions that you 
have. My cell phone is 401-391-7963. Please don’t hesitate to call me anytime 

  

Sincerely, 

Ryan Baker 
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Good News Club® Registration Form 2019 – 2020 

Please return completed form to the Western Coventry Elementary School main office. 

_______________________________ (child’s name) is allowed to attend the Good News Club 

at the Western Coventry Elementary School, every Monday after school. There will be no clubs 
on half days and school holidays. Club will run until May 18, 2020.  Clubs will run concurrent 
with the school calendar. I understand it is my responsibility to pick up my child at 4:30 PM 

and failure to do so will jeopardize my child’s continued participation. 

__________________________________________     _________________ 

               Parent /Guardian Signature                 Date 

 

Indicate how your child will get home on club day.   

□ My child will be picked up after Good News Club.     

□ My child is registered for and will attend (name of program for) extended day/after-school 

program. 

(continued on reverse side) 
 

 

CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF RHODE ISLAND 

P.O. BOX 688 

HOPE, RHODE ISLAND 02831 

401-391-7963 

www.cefri.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good News Club® is an exciting, fun-filled weekly  

club for kids.   

   • Dynamic Bible Lessons 

   • Creative Learning Activities 

   • Inspiring Missionary Stories 

   • Meaningful Fun Songs 

   • Life-Changing Scripture Memory 

Your child will learn: 

• Respect for Authority    • Moral Values 

• Character Qualities       • Biblical Principles 

Who teaches the club? Specially trained Christians  

who are concerned for the spiritual well-being of your  

child teach the club. All club workers are screened as  

required by CEF's Child Protection Policy to ensure your 

child’s safety.  
 

 

The United States Constitution requires schools to respect the right of all external organizations to 

distribute flyers to students at school if the school permits any such organization to distribute flyers. 

Accordingly, the school cannot discriminate among groups wishing to distribute flyers at school and does 

not endorse the content of any flyer distributed at school. The school encourages parents to assist their 

children in making choices appropriate for them.  

  

Good News Club® is not an activity of the school or the school district. 

  

Parent/Guardian: CEFRI does not provide transportation to the Good News Club (GNC™) location. 

Parents must arrange transportation to the GNC location and must pick up each child promptly at GNC 

end time. Our policies do not allow GNC teachers or helpers to remain after club. If your child is not 

picked up immediately after club three times throughout the school year, he/she will not be allowed to 

continue attending. Thank you for understanding.  

Sponsored by:   

Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island 

Hosted and Conducted by:  

Knotty Oak Baptist Church 

Contact: Justin Martin 401-212-7233 

     Ryan Baker 401-391-7963 

Start Time:   3:15 PM  

End Time:  4:30 PM 

Date:  Every Monday, October 7, 2019— 

May 18, 2020, only on full days of school 

Location: Western Coventry Elementary 

School−Library 

Who can attend?  All boys and girls, grades 

K-5th, regardless of religious background.  

Parents are also welcome to attend with child. 
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Version 2.0 

Child’s Name (first and last): _____________________  ____________________________________   

School: _____________________________ Homeroom teacher: ____________________ Grade: ____ 

Circle one:  M / F             Birth Date: _________________   Age: __________ 

Street Address: __________________________________________________  Apt. #_______   

City: __________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________ 

List any security/custody issues with this child?  ____________________________________________ 

List any special needs (ADD, Asperger’s, Dyslexia, etc.) ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Child’s allergies (peanuts, chocolate, etc.): 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Family Email: _____________________________________ Home phone: _______________________ 

Dad’s work/cell phone: ______________________________  

Mom’s work/cell phone: _____________________________ 

Church: ___________________________________________________________________________  

Is either parent in the military?  Yes        No 

Emergency Contact 1: __________________________________________Phone: _________________ 

Emergency Contact 2: __________________________________________Phone: _________________ 

PERMISSION FOR PICK UP—in addition to those listed above, the following people are allowed 

to pick up my child:    

PRINT FULL NAME     CELL PHONE 

1) _______________________________________    _______________________ 

2) _______________________________________    _______________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian _____________________________________________________   _______________     

                     (Signature of parent/guardian)                                     (Date) 

      _____________________________________________________                                                      

      (Printed Name)                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

OPTIONAL Photography and Video Release 

 

Child Evangelism Fellowship® may, from time to time, document the activities of the ministry with 

photos or videos. 

I hereby assign and grant to Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc., its subsidiaries and successors, and 

assign the unqualified right to the ownership, use and proceeds of all photographs or video of me or 

my minor child, without reservation or limitation, including use of photographs or video of me or my 

minor child for, but not limited to, advertising, educational and promotional purposes. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  _________________________________________ Date: ____________ 

Parent/Guardian Printed Name: ___________________________________________ 

Child’s Name: _________________________________________________________ 
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From: Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Date: October 6, 2021 at 7:33:30 AM EDT 
To: Jael Lopes <Jael.Lopes@ppsd.org>, Nick Figueroa <Nick.Figueroa@ppsd.org> 
Cc: "Lopes, Jael" <Jael.Lopes@ppsd.org>, "Figueroa, Nick" <Nick.Figueroa@ppsd.org>, "Lillian (Lily) 
Escobar" <lilymaricela23@gmail.com>, Jack Anderson <goodnews11752@gmail.com>, Kathi Haley 
<haleykk@gmail.com>, Ryan Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Subject: Re: Good News Clubs in Providence Public Schools 

Nick and Jael 

We are coming up on four weeks since we met at your office to discuss the Good News Clubs. At that 
meeting you asked many questions and requested a lot of information from me regarding our program. 
Within a day I had provided you with everything that you asked.  

At that same meeting you promised me that you would get back to me within a reasonable period of 
time and that we would have a dialogue. To this point almost four weeks later you have not kept your 
promise. This is disappointing as I would think that you would welcome people in your community who 
want to serve the children and their families by providing a fun after school program offered at 
absolutely no cost. One that I may add, several of your neighboring districts have embraced. 

At this point I have no choice but to interpret your silence as a denial of our request to have a Good 
News Club at William D Abate and Leviton Elementary School. If I am misinterpreting that please correct 
me but this is the impression that I have. I would remind you that two years ago there was a Good News 
Club at William D Abate for which 48 children signed up to participate.  

Considering the many different organizations that the Providence Schools partner with to conduct after 
school programs, your denial of a Good News Club is discrimination as defined under the “Equal Access” 
clause and explained in the Supreme Court Decision 533, US 98 Good News Clubs vs Milford Schools 
which found that Good News Clubs must be granted the same access to public school facilities as 
afforded any other non school related outside group.  

I have been hoping that you would respond to me and we can have the dialogue that you promised. I 
am asking that you reach out to me by Friday so we can discuss. If I don’t hear from you I will be turning 
this over to our legal team at Liberty Counsel and you will hear from our attorney, Richard Mast. 

I look forward to speaking with you 

Sincerely, 
Ryan 

Ryan Baker 
State Board Chairman 
Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island 
PO Box 688 
Hope, RI 02831 
401‐391‐7963 
ryan@cefri.org 
www.cefri.org 

Sent from my iPhone 

EXHIBIT K
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From: Kathryn Haley <haleykk@gmail.com> 
Date: October 6, 2021 at 11:15:08 AM EDT 
To: nick.Figueroa@ppsd.org, jael.lopes@ppsd.org 
Cc: Ryan Baker <ryan@cefri.org> 
Subject: CEFRI Facility Use Applications for William D'Abate and Leviton ES 

Good morning, Mr. Figueroa. 

My name is Kathryn Haley and I am the Board Secretary of Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island. We 
are requesting to conduct afterschool Good News Clubs at William D'Abate and Leviton Elementary 
Schools. At the attachment, please find our applications for facility use at both of these schools. I have also 
included certificates of insurance for each school and our 501c documentation. If there is anything else you 
need from us to complete our application, please let me know. We look forward to serving the children in 
these schools. 

Sincerely, 
Kathryn Haley 
CEFRI Board Secretary 

EXHIBIT L
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From: "Figueroa, Nick" <Nick.Figueroa@ppsd.org> 
Date: October 6, 2021 at 1:57:45 PM EDT 
To: Kathryn Haley <haleykk@gmail.com>, "Lopes, Jael" 
<Jael.Lopes@ppsd.org> 
Cc: Ryan Baker <ryan@cefri.org> 
Subject: RE: CEFRI Facility Use Applications for William D'Abate and Leviton ES 

Good afternoon Ms. Haley, hope you are well, please note that these request for partnership sit with the legal team 
which is standard process as we work to develop partnerships. This process can take some time unfortunately and 
until we hear back from counsel we are unable to move forward. We will provide an update once that 

process has been completed. 

Nick 

From: Kathryn Haley <haleykk@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 11:14 AM 
To: Figueroa, Nick <Nick.Figueroa@ppsd.org>; Lopes, Jael <Jael.Lopes@ppsd.org> Cc: Ryan Baker <ryan@cefri.org> 

Subject: CEFRI Facility Use Applications for William D'Abate and Leviton ES 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

Good morning, Mr. Figueroa. 

My name is Kathryn Haley and I am the Board Secretary of Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island. 
We are requesting to conduct afterschool Good News Clubs at William D'Abate and Leviton Elementary 
Schools. At the attachment, please find our applications for facility use at both of these schools. I have also 
included certificates of insurance for each school and our 501c documentation. If there is anything else you 
need from us to complete our application, please let me know. We look forward to serving the children in 
these schools. 

Sincerely, 
Kathryn Haley 
CEFRI Board Secretary 

*****This information may be confidential and/or privileged.  Use of this information by anyone other than 
the intended recipient is prohibited.  If you received this in error, please inform the sender and remove any 
record of this message.*****

EXHIBIT M
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On Oct 6, 2021, at 2:05 PM, Figueroa, Nick 
<Nick.Figueroa@ppsd.org> wrote: 

Afternoon, I responded to your previous email regarding this process. Please note that we have a process here that we 
must adhere to and that process is ongoing. I appreciate your enthusiasm to work with Providence students but that 
has yet to be determined as we await legal counsel review. As stated in my previous email, that is a time consuming 

process and we await patiently a response from counsel. We will provide an update once we get a response.  

Nick 

From: Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 6, 2021 7:33 AM 
To: Lopes, Jael <Jael.Lopes@ppsd.org>; Figueroa, Nick 
<Nick.Figueroa@ppsd.org> 
Cc: Lopes, Jael <Jael.Lopes@ppsd.org>; Figueroa, Nick 
<Nick.Figueroa@ppsd.org>; Lillian (Lily) Escobar 
<lilymaricela23@gmail.com>; Jack Anderson 
<goodnews11752@gmail.com>; Kathi Haley <haleykk@gmail.com>; Ryan Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 

Subject: Re: Good News Clubs in Providence Public Schools 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ ____________________ 

Nick and Jael 

We are coming up on four weeks since we met at your office to discuss the Good News Clubs. At that meeting 
you asked many questions and requested a lot of information from me regarding our program. Within a day I 
had provided you with everything that you asked.

At that same meeting you promised me that you would get back to me within a reasonable period of time and 
that we would have a dialogue. To this point almost four weeks later you have not kept your promise. This is 
disappointing as I would think that you would welcome people in your community who want to serve the 
children and their families by providing a fun after school program offered at absolutely no cost. One that I 
may add, several of your neighboring districts have embraced.

At this point I have no choice but to interpret your silence as a denial of our request to have a Good News Club 
at William D Abate and Leviton Elementary School. If I am misinterpreting that please correct me but this is 
the impression that I have. I would remind you that two years ago there was a Good News Club at William D 
Abate for which 48 children signed up to participate.

Considering the many different organizations that the Providence Schools partner with to conduct after school 
programs, your denial of a Good News Club is discrimination as defined under the 
“Equal Access” clause and explained in the Supreme Court Decision 533, US 98 Good News Clubs vs Milford 
Schools which found that Good News Clubs must be granted the same access to public school facilities as 
afforded any other non school related outside group.

EXHIBIT N
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I have been hoping that you would respond to me and we can have the dialogue that you promised. I am asking 
that you reach out to me by Friday so we can discuss. If I don’t hear from you I will be turning this over to our 
legal team at Liberty Counsel and you will hear from our attorney, Richard Mast. 

I look forward to speaking with you 

Sincerely, 
Ryan 

Ryan Baker 
State Board Chairman 
Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island 
PO Box 688 
Hope, RI 02831 
401-391-7963
ryan@cefri.org
www.cefri.org

Sent from my iPhone 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

109 Second Street NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
Tel 202-289-1776 
Fax 407-875-0770 
LC.org 

FLORIDA 

PO Box 540774 
Orlando, FL 32854 
Tel 407-875-1776 
Fax 407-875-0770 

REPLY TO FLORIDA 

VIRGINIA 

PO Box 11108 
Lynchburg, VA 24506 

Tel 407-875-1776 
Fax 407-875-0770 

Liberty@LC.org 

 November 5, 2021 
Via Email and Facsimile 
Dr. Javier Montañez, Superintendent 

Providence Public Schools District 

797 Westminster St 
Providence, RI  02903 

Fax: 401-456-9284 
Email: Javier.Montanez@ppsd.org 

RE: Approval for Good News Clubs meetings 

Dear Dr. Montañez: 

Liberty Counsel is a national nonprofit litigation, education and public policy 

organization with an emphasis on constitutional liberties. Our primary focus is upon First 
Amendment rights, with a special emphasis on religious liberty and the public schools. We 

have affiliated attorneys across the nation, including Rhode Island. My colleague, attorney 
Gregory S. Inman (copied below), is licensed in and assisting us in Rhode Island.  

Liberty Counsel represents Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island (“CEF”). I 

am writing to request that Providence Public Schools District (“PPSD” or “the District”) please 

approve CEF’s facilities use requests to hold a Good News Club (“GNC”) after school, 
at Wiliam D’Abate Elementary School and at Leviton Elementary School.  The law is 

very clear on whether CEF has a right to meet on school property after school pursuant to 
facilities use policy. 

As you may know, the Good News Club is a nurturing, welcoming, privately sponsored, 

after-school enrichment club offering training in morals, character, leadership and citizenship, 
from a Christian/Biblical perspective, through fun activities, projects, stories, songs and 

games. All children are welcome, regardless of religious belief, and may only attend with 
parental permission. Attendance is free, and no donations are solicited.   

Some of the character qualities promoted by the Good News Club have historically 

been promoted by the U.S. Department of Education (DOE) and the Rhode Island 
Department of Education (RIDE), in partnership with PPSD, with grants totaling hundreds of 

thousands of dollars. These character qualities included “universal ethical values such as 

EXHIBIT O
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fairness, honesty, compassion, respect, and responsibility.”1 All of these values are taught, 

at one time or another, in the Good News Club, but from a Christian religious viewpoint. 
 

I understand that in early September 2021, CEF State Board Chair Ryan Baker met 
with Nick Figueroa and Jael Lopes and provided information regarding restarting Good News 

Clubs within the District. A GNC had previously met at D’Abate Elementary facilities in 2019.  
 

Mr. Baker followed up after the September meeting via email at reasonable intervals, 
to check if any additional info or actions from CEF were necessary to process the request for 

approval for the GNC to begin meeting. On September 20, 2021, Jael Lopes responded that 

she had received the documents, and that Mr. Figueroa would be speaking with the 
superintendent and providing next steps.  

 
With no further next steps forthcoming, CEF emailed the attached facilities use forms 

to the District on October 6, 2021, expressing some disappointment at the District’s lack of 
responsiveness to the relatively simple request to approve the GNCs. Mr. Figueroa 

responded on October 6, as follows: 
 

Afternoon, I responded to your previous email regarding this process. Please note that 
we have a process here that we must adhere to and that process is ongoing. I 

appreciate your enthusiasm to work with Providence students but that has yet to be 
determined as we await legal counsel review. As stated in my previous email, 

that is a time consuming process and we await patiently a response from 
counsel. We will provide an update once we get a response.  

 
(Emphasis added). With respect, the legal question is very simple, and does not 

require extensive legal review. I provide the following analysis to assist in the District’s 

process.  
 

First, CEF’s completed facilities use applications (and proposed use of school facilities 
to host the GNC) are compliant with all aspects of BP KF. Board Policy KF, Community Use 

of School Facilities, is the expression of School Board policy ensuring:  
 

1. Responsible use of School facilities through an application and 
contracting process that includes disclosure of use, time, guidelines, and 

delineation of responsibilities; 
2. Priority for Providence School activities for students and parents;  

3. No financial burden to the district through use of a fee structure for  
building use, and a fee for all other costs incurred by the district, i.e. 

custodial; 
4. Indemnity for the Providence School Department from liability 

proceedings by requiring liability insurance as part of the contracting 
process.  

 

Second, not only is the GNC facilities use request compliant with applicable board 
policy, the District permits another, similarly-situated, youth group, Girls on the Run (“GOTR”) 

to meet after school (District-wide) and specifically at William D’Abate Elementary since at 
least 2017. GOTR will be meeting in March 2022. GOTR is a privately-sponsored 501(c)(3) 

 
1 https://www2.ed.gov/programs/charactered/grantees/ri.html  
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nonprofit organization which offers its character-building lessons and running program for 

girls. GOTR seeks to teach only girls to be “joyful, healthy and confident using a fun, 
experience-based curriculum which creatively integrates running,” teaching character 

qualities such as “Empowerment, Responsibility, Intentionality, Diversity, Connectedness, 
Joy, Optimism, Gratitude, Nurturing, Healthy, Open-hearted, Compassion;” in order to 

“Nurture [girls’] physical, emotional and spiritual health.”2 The GNC also nurtures students’ 
spiritual health and teaches good character, but does so for both girls and boys, without 

regard to sex. 
 

The Supreme Court and various federal courts have confirmed that religious 

organizations may not be subjected to discrimination on the basis of their religious viewpoint. 
See Good News Club v. Milford School District, 533 U.S. 98 (2001); Hills v. Scottsdale Unified 

School District, 329 F.3d 1044 (9th Cir. 2003); Child Evangelism Fellowship v. Montgomery 
County, 373 F.3d 589 (4th Cir. 2004); Child Evangelism Fellowship of New Jersey Inc. v. 

Stafford Township School District, 386 F.3d 514 (3d Cir. 2004). See also Child Evangelism 
Fellowship of Greater San Diego v. Acle, 2009 WL 484204, in which discriminatory treatment 

of the Good News Club resulted in Liberty Counsel receiving attorney fees in the amount of 
$86,902.50. Where the District by policy permits use of school facilities, and by practice 

permits other, similarly situated groups to meet, the District must extend equal treatment to 
the GNC, including meeting space, facilities access and fee waivers; and including 

announcements about the club or its activities.   
 

Liberty Counsel has addressed issues of inordinate delay by school authorities in 
responding to the requests of the Good News Club. Inordinate delay can serve as a 

constructive denial, based on CEF’s religious viewpoint.  Multiple courts of appeal have 
rejected improper treatment of CEF on the basis of CEF’s Christian religious viewpoint. The 

nature of the program presented by the GNC was considered by the Eighth Circuit Court of 

Appeals in another Liberty Counsel case, Child Evangelism Fellowship of Minnesota v. 
Minneapolis Special Sch. Dist. No. 1, 690 F.3d 996, 1003-04 (8th Cir. 2012): 

 
The record reflects that the organization, structure and activities of the 

various GNCs around the country have not changed since the programs 
were litigated in Milford nearly [twenty] years ago. The Supreme Court and 

our court have both consistently held that this type of speech is private speech, 
not school sponsored. See Milford, 533 U.S. at 113, 121 S.Ct. 2093; Wigg, 382 

F.3d at 815; Ladue, 28 F.3d at 1509–10. Our sister circuits have ruled similarly. 
E.g., Child Evangelism Fellowship of New Jersey, Inc. v. Stafford Twp. Sch. 

Dist., 386 F.3d 514, 525 (3d Cir.2004) (holding that the purpose of the school's 
forum was not to convey its own message but to assist all organizations in the 

community). Following this precedent, we hold that CEF's meetings, even as 
part of the after-school program, are not school sponsored. 

 
Id. at 1004. (Emphasis added).  

 

Liberty Counsel has represented CEF chapters nationwide without a loss in extensive 
litigation. Given the clarity of the law, and the simple nature of the facilities use request, I am 

requesting that Providence Public Schools District approve the Good News Clubs’ facilities 

 
2 https://www.gotrri.org/  
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use requests, in any available space. Please provide a written response on behalf of the 

District, by Wednesday, November 10, 2020, approving the meeting request of the GNC. 
 

If I do not receive this response, I will unfortunately conclude that the District is 
indifferent to the concerns expressed herein, and Liberty Counsel will take further action to 

prevent continued irreparable harm to the liberties of our clients.  
 

Thank you for your attention to this request. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
      

 
     Richard L. Mast† 

Attachments 
CC 

Via Email  
Gregory S. Inman, Esq. ††     ginman@itwlaw.com 

 
School Board 

Kinzel Thomas, President     Kinzel.Thomas@ppsd.org 
Diagneris Garcia      diagneris.garcia@ppsd.org 

Mark Santow       mark.santow@ppsd.org 
Travis Escobar      travis.escobar@ppsd.org 

Elizabeth Goldberg      elizabeth.goldberg@ppsd.org 

Nicholas Hemond      nicholas.hemond@ppsd.org 
Muyideen Ibiyemi      muyideen.ibiyemi@ppsd.org 

Ty’Relle Stephens      TyRelle.Stephens@ppsd.org 
 

 
 

 
 

 
†Licensed in Virginia 
††Licensed in Rhode Island 

RLM/tge 
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From: "Kermen, Brent (Principal)" <Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org> 
Date: November 14, 2021 at 4:12:22 PM EST 
To: Ryan and Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Subject: Re: Good News Club 

Hi Ryan, 
Wow! I am so sorry to hear this and am unsure of why there is an issue this year. 
I will follow up with Nick again to verify that your program proposal meets the requirements he referenced 
when I inquired. I will let you know what I hear. 

Thanks for sticking with us!
Brent

Brent E. Kermen, Principal
William D'Abate Elementary
60 Kossuth St. 
Providence, R.I. 02909
(401) 456-9416

From: Ryan and Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 9, 2021 4:28 PM 
To: Kermen, Brent (Principal) <Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org> 
Cc: Ryan Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Subject: Re: Good News Club  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or 
clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 

Hi Mr. Kerman 

I hope all is well as I know this is a challenging time.  Thank you for all you are doing for the children at William 
D'Abate. 

Regarding Mr. Figuroa's request,  I have provided both Mr. Figuroa and Jael Lopes with all of the information that 
they requested including.... student expectations, our curriculum, lesson plans, mission statements, explanation 
for how our program supports the district and school's mission statement, overview of our organization,etc.... I 
would have copied you on this, however they told me that I was not to speak with you under any circumstances.  
Just to give you a timeline, my original meeting with Mr. Figuora and Jael Lopes took place on September 10th.  I 
provided all of the information that they requested on September 13th.

I feel confident in saying that I have provided more information regarding the Good News Club than any after 
school club has been required to provide in all of the Providence schools.

EXHIBIT P
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From: Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Date: November 14, 2021 at 4:36:28 PM EST 
To: Brent Kermen <Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Good News Clubs in Providence Public Schools 

Hi Mr. Kermen  

Thank you for your support for the Good News Club. It has been a blessing to serve the children at William D’Abate and a 
pleasure working with you  

I have enclosed the information that I submitted to Nick and Jael on Sept 15th. Their request was that I provide an 
overview of our organization, the Good News Club and an explanation as to how the Good News Club supports the 
mission of the school and the district. I did that to the best of my ability (see enclosed email) They also requested a 
sample lesson plan and the curriculum overview which I provided as well (see enclosed). 

To this date which is two months later they have not given me a reason why our club has not been allowed to begin. As 
you know it is our desire to help children by providing this Good News Club which is both fun and beneficial. I don’t 
understand why we are being denied.  

Thank you for all of your help. It is my hope that this gets resolved so we can start the club  

God bless you sir! 

Ryan 

Ryan Baker 
State Board Chairman 
Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island 
PO Box 688 
Hope, RI 02831 
401-391-7963
ryan@cefri.org
www.cefri.org

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Ryan and Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Date: September 15, 2021 at 12:03:10 PM EDT 
To: "Lopes, Jael" <Jael.Lopes@ppsd.org>, "Figueroa, Nick" <Nick.Figueroa@ppsd.org>, "Lillian (Lily) Escobar" 
<lilymaricela23@gmail.com>, Jack Anderson 
<goodnews11752@gmail.com>, Kathi Haley <haleykk@gmail.com> 
Cc: Ryan Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Subject: Good News Clubs in Providence Public Schools 

Hello Jael

EXHIBIT Q
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I hope your week  is going well!    I  just wanted to follow up to confirm that you received this  information and 
answer any questions that you may have at this point.  If anything requires clarification or is insufficient we will 
get it clarified right away. 

Thank you again 
Ryan 

Ryan Baker 
State Board Chair 
Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island 
PO Box 688 
Hope, RI 02831 
401‐391‐7963 
ryan@cefri.org 
www.cefri.org 

Hello Jael, 

I hope you had a great weekend. Thank you for taking the time to meet with Lilian, Jack, and I this past Friday to 
discuss the Good News Club after school program, a ministry of Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEFRI). It was a 
pleasure speaking with you and Nick and getting to know each other. I have had the blessing of serving as the 
State Board Chair for the past six years. I am humbled to say that I am amazed at the impact that these after 
school clubs have had on the children and their families. As we discussed, Child Evangelism Fellowship is an 
international non-profit children’s ministry with on-going work in just about every country in the world. While 
CEF is an international organization, we partner with volunteers in local communities in hopes of impacting the 
lives of children and their families with a message of hope. We are so very passionate about the school children 
in our community and we are seeking to put action behind our desire to have an impact on their lives! There are 
currently more than 4800 Good News Clubs in public elementary and middle schools across the United States, 
including several here in Rhode Island in multiple school districts. We have received overwhelming positive 
feedback from the children and their families as well as from teachers, principals, and superintendents. 

CEFRI has partnered with Pastor Santos Escobar of Vida Abundante UMC located at 689 Cranston Street in 
Providence. Pastor Santos has an incredible team of faithful and passionate volunteers who are excited about 
conducting a Good News Club at William D’Abate and Leviton Elementary Schools. Each member of the 
volunteer team who will be conducting the Good News Club is trained extensively on child protection and 
worker compliance as well as in all aspects of the proper conduct of a Good News Club. Each volunteer is 
required to complete a BCI screening check with the state of Rhode Island and a background screening required 
by CEF that exceeds Rhode Island standards. The children’s safety is our top priority. Two or more screened 
volunteers will be with the children at all times. Furthermore, your school district will be provided with our 
Certificate of Insurance for liability. 

Good News Clubs meet once per week for either 60 or 90 minutes depending on the school schedule. Each club 
is staffed with a minimum of 6 volunteers. I have enclosed a sample of the permission slip which must be signed 
by a child’s parent or guardian for the child participate in the club. All children, regardless of religious 
background, are welcome and encouraged to participate in the club. A Good News Club consists of the following 
components: (1) a Bible lesson, (2) game, (3) song, (4) missionary story, (5) snack (if allowed), and (6) discussion 
time. Children will learn that God loves them and that He created each of them special and unique. They will 
learn that every child is valuable. 

What the children will learn in a Good News Club mirrors the mission statement of the Providence School 
District which is to “prepare our students academically for their pursuits, to develop the appropriate social and
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 emotional skills to be productive, empathetic, global citizens, and to stimulate a growth mindset for continued 
long learning in a culturally diverse society.” In learning the Bible, children will be learning about the most 
famous book every written, one which spans all nations, races, cultures, and demographics. Pastor Santos is 
from El Salvador; he also has volunteer team members who were born and raised in Guatemala and the 
Dominican Republic. This is a diverse international team that can help the children in the club better understand 
other parts of the world. Children will also learn the social and emotional skills that are so important to their 
development. They will learn that God wants them to do the right thing, to tell the truth, be kind to one another, 
respect authority, show compassion, be ready and willing to help others, forgive others and be willing to ask for 
forgiveness when needed, empathize with others who are struggling. Children will learn these things not just by 
being taught what the bible says, but by the example being set by our faithful volunteer teams. We believe in 
teaching by Word and deed. In learning these skills both by hearing what the Bible says and observing the 
example of our team, the children grow both emotionally and socially. Their parents, teachers, and friends see 
and feel the impact. Even those students not in the club and the school at large are benefitted by the impact of 
the children in the Good News Club. Most importantly, the Good News Club is a safe, loving, and nurturing 
environment for children to be free to express themselves, to ask any question that may be on their mind, and 
to know that there is a group of people from their community who care deeply for them. 

Children will also benefit academically as the Bible is the most well-known and read book in history throughout 
the entire world. Every child should know at least something about the Bible, and they will learn about the Bible 
in the Good News Club. The Bible was written over a 1500-year period of time about events which took place on 
three different continents. There is so much history and cultural diversity in the context of every Bible story that 
a child’s academic understanding of history, geography, and culture is expanded and deepened. Furthermore, 
every Good News Club includes a missionary story about some of the most extraordinary people in history. 
These stories are about people who sacrificed so much of their lives to help the sick, poor, hungry, and needy in 
places all over the world. Children will learn about their struggles and difficult circumstances and the impact that 
one person can have on the lives of so many who are in need of help. Children will learn about the development 
of languages, the building of hospitals, and the education of children under some of the most difficult 
circumstances imaginable. Every child participating in a Good News Club will learn how one person can change 
the world for the better! 

We believe that the Good News Club will positively impact the children of William D’Abate and Leviton because 
we have heard first hand from parents, teachers, and superintendents of the benefits that the Good News Club 
is having on the children. I have a included a video link for your viewing about the Good News Clubs 
(https://player.vimeo.com/video/198373425). We have received letters from parents who have told us about 
the impact the club has had on their child. One superintendent told me that he could not ask for a better 
program in his schools than the Good News Club. He said this because he has seen the impact on the children. 

We are asking that you would please grant us your approval to conduct a Good News Club at William D’Abate 
and Leviton Elementary School. Please give us the opportunity to help the children of our community by making 
a positive impact in their life. Please provide the children who would like to participate, the opportunity to 
benefit from the Good News Club. 

It would be a pleasure to speak with you anytime and answer any questions that you have. My cell phone is 401-
391-7963. Please don’t hesitate to call me anytime 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Baker
State Board Chair 

Case 1:23-cv-00099   Document 1-17   Filed 03/10/23   Page 3 of 12 PageID #: 92



4

CEF of Rhode Island
P.O. Box 688
Hope RI 02831
401‐391‐7963
ryan@cefri.org
www.cefri.org 
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Good News Club® Registration Form 2019 – 2020 

Please return completed form to the Western Coventry Elementary School main office. 

_______________________________ (child’s name) is allowed to attend the Good News Club 

at the Western Coventry Elementary School, every Monday after school. There will be no clubs 
on half days and school holidays. Club will run until May 18, 2020.  Clubs will run concurrent 
with the school calendar. I understand it is my responsibility to pick up my child at 4:30 PM 

and failure to do so will jeopardize my child’s continued participation. 

__________________________________________     _________________ 

               Parent /Guardian Signature                 Date 

 

Indicate how your child will get home on club day.   

□ My child will be picked up after Good News Club.     

□ My child is registered for and will attend (name of program for) extended day/after-school 

program. 

(continued on reverse side) 
 

 

CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP OF RHODE ISLAND 

P.O. BOX 688 

HOPE, RHODE ISLAND 02831 

401-391-7963 

www.cefri.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good News Club® is an exciting, fun-filled weekly  

club for kids.   

   • Dynamic Bible Lessons 

   • Creative Learning Activities 

   • Inspiring Missionary Stories 

   • Meaningful Fun Songs 

   • Life-Changing Scripture Memory 

Your child will learn: 

• Respect for Authority    • Moral Values 

• Character Qualities       • Biblical Principles 

Who teaches the club? Specially trained Christians  

who are concerned for the spiritual well-being of your  

child teach the club. All club workers are screened as  

required by CEF's Child Protection Policy to ensure your 

child’s safety.  
 

 

The United States Constitution requires schools to respect the right of all external organizations to 

distribute flyers to students at school if the school permits any such organization to distribute flyers. 

Accordingly, the school cannot discriminate among groups wishing to distribute flyers at school and does 

not endorse the content of any flyer distributed at school. The school encourages parents to assist their 

children in making choices appropriate for them.  

  

Good News Club® is not an activity of the school or the school district. 

  

Parent/Guardian: CEFRI does not provide transportation to the Good News Club (GNC™) location. 

Parents must arrange transportation to the GNC location and must pick up each child promptly at GNC 

end time. Our policies do not allow GNC teachers or helpers to remain after club. If your child is not 

picked up immediately after club three times throughout the school year, he/she will not be allowed to 

continue attending. Thank you for understanding.  

Sponsored by:   

Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island 

Hosted and Conducted by:  

Knotty Oak Baptist Church 

Contact: Justin Martin 401-212-7233 

     Ryan Baker 401-391-7963 

Start Time:   3:15 PM  

End Time:  4:30 PM 

Date:  Every Monday, October 7, 2019— 

May 18, 2020, only on full days of school 

Location: Western Coventry Elementary 

School−Library 

Who can attend?  All boys and girls, grades 

K-5th, regardless of religious background.  

Parents are also welcome to attend with child. 
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Version 2.0 

Child’s Name (first and last): _____________________  ____________________________________   

School: _____________________________ Homeroom teacher: ____________________ Grade: ____ 

Circle one:  M / F             Birth Date: _________________   Age: __________ 

Street Address: __________________________________________________  Apt. #_______   

City: __________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________ 

List any security/custody issues with this child?  ____________________________________________ 

List any special needs (ADD, Asperger’s, Dyslexia, etc.) ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Child’s allergies (peanuts, chocolate, etc.): 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Family Email: _____________________________________ Home phone: _______________________ 

Dad’s work/cell phone: ______________________________  

Mom’s work/cell phone: _____________________________ 

Church: ___________________________________________________________________________  

Is either parent in the military?  Yes        No 

Emergency Contact 1: __________________________________________Phone: _________________ 

Emergency Contact 2: __________________________________________Phone: _________________ 

PERMISSION FOR PICK UP—in addition to those listed above, the following people are allowed 

to pick up my child:    

PRINT FULL NAME     CELL PHONE 

1) _______________________________________    _______________________ 

2) _______________________________________    _______________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian _____________________________________________________   _______________     

                     (Signature of parent/guardian)                                     (Date) 

      _____________________________________________________                                                      

      (Printed Name)                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

OPTIONAL Photography and Video Release 

 

Child Evangelism Fellowship® may, from time to time, document the activities of the ministry with 

photos or videos. 

I hereby assign and grant to Child Evangelism Fellowship Inc., its subsidiaries and successors, and 

assign the unqualified right to the ownership, use and proceeds of all photographs or video of me or 

my minor child, without reservation or limitation, including use of photographs or video of me or my 

minor child for, but not limited to, advertising, educational and promotional purposes. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  _________________________________________ Date: ____________ 

Parent/Guardian Printed Name: ___________________________________________ 

Child’s Name: _________________________________________________________ 
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Hello Jael, 

I hope you had a great weekend. Thank you for taking the time to meet with Lilian, Jack, 
and I this past Friday to discuss the Good News Club after school program, a ministry of 
Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEFRI). It was a pleasure speaking with you and Nick 
and getting to know each other. I have had the blessing of serving as the State Board 
Chair for the past six years. I am humbled to say that I am amazed at the impact that 
these after school clubs have had on the children and their families. As we discussed, 
Child Evangelism Fellowship is an international non-profit children’s ministry with on-
going work in just about every country in the world. While CEF is an international 
organization, we partner with volunteers in local communities in hopes of impacting the 
lives of children and their families with a message of hope. We are so very passionate 
about the school children in our community and we are seeking to put action behind our 
desire to have an impact on their lives! There are currently more than 4800 Good News 
Clubs in public elementary and middle schools across the United States, including 
several here in Rhode Island in multiple school districts. We have received 
overwhelming positive feedback from the children and their families as well as from 
teachers, principals, and superintendents.  

CEFRI has partnered with Pastor Santos Escobar of Vida Abundante UMC located at 
689 Cranston Street in Providence. Pastor Santos has an incredible team of faithful and 
passionate volunteers who are excited about conducting a Good News Club at William 
D’Abate and Leviton Elementary Schools. Each member of the volunteer team who will 
be conducting the Good News Club is trained extensively on child protection and worker 
compliance as well as in all aspects of the proper conduct of a Good News Club. Each 
volunteer is required to complete a BCI screening check with the state of Rhode Island 
and a background screening required by CEF that exceeds Rhode Island standards. 
The children’s safety is our top priority. Two or more screened volunteers will be with 
the children at all times. Furthermore, your school district will be provided with our 
Certificate of Insurance for liability. 

Good News Clubs meet once per week for either 60 or 90 minutes depending on the 
school schedule. Each club is staffed with a minimum of 6 volunteers. I have enclosed a 
sample of the permission slip which must be signed by a child’s parent or guardian for 
the child participate in the club. All children, regardless of religious background, are 
welcome and encouraged to participate in the club. A Good News Club consists of the 
following components: (1) a Bible lesson, (2) game, (3) song, (4) missionary story, (5) 
snack (if allowed), and (6) discussion time. Children will learn that God loves them and 
that He created each of them special and unique. They will learn that every child is 
valuable.  

What the children will learn in a Good News Club mirrors the mission statement of the 
Providence School District which is to “prepare our students academically for their 
pursuits, to develop the appropriate social and emotional skills to be productive, 
empathetic, global citizens, and to stimulate a growth mindset for continued long 
learning in a culturally diverse society.” In learning the Bible, children will be learning 
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about the most famous book every written, one which spans all nations, races, cultures, 
and demographics. Pastor Santos is from El Salvador; he also has volunteer team 
members who were born and raised in Guatemala and the Dominican Republic. This is 
a diverse international team that can help the children in the club better understand 
other parts of the world. Children will also learn the social and emotional skills that are 
so important to their development. They will learn that God wants them to do the right 
thing, to tell the truth, be kind to one another, respect authority, show compassion, be 
ready and willing to help others, forgive others and be willing to ask for forgiveness 
when needed, empathize with others who are struggling. Children will learn these things 
not just by being taught what the bible says, but by the example being set by our faithful 
volunteer teams. We believe in teaching by Word and deed. In learning these skills both 
by hearing what the Bible says and observing the example of our team, the children 
grow both emotionally and socially. Their parents, teachers, and friends see and feel the 
impact. Even those students not in the club and the school at large are benefitted by the 
impact of the children in the Good News Club. Most importantly, the Good News Club is 
a safe, loving, and nurturing environment for children to be free to express themselves, 
to ask any question that may be on their mind, and to know that there is a group of 
people from their community who care deeply for them.  

Children will also benefit academically as the Bible is the most well-known and read 
book in history throughout the entire world. Every child should know at least something 
about the Bible, and they will learn about the Bible in the Good News Club. The Bible 
was written over a 1500-year period of time about events which took place on three 
different continents. There is so much history and cultural diversity in the context of 
every Bible story that a child’s academic understanding of history, geography, and 
culture is expanded and deepened. Furthermore, every Good News Club includes a 
missionary story about some of the most extraordinary people in history. These stories 
are about people who sacrificed so much of their lives to help the sick, poor, hungry, 
and needy in places all over the world. Children will learn about their struggles and 
difficult circumstances and the impact that one person can have on the lives of so many 
who are in need of help. Children will learn about the development of languages, the 
building of hospitals, and the education of children under some of the most difficult 
circumstances imaginable. Every child participating in a Good News Club will learn how 
one person can change the world for the better! 

We believe that the Good News Club will positively impact the children of William 
D’Abate and Leviton because we have heard first hand from parents, teachers, and 
superintendents of the benefits that the Good News Club is having on the children. I 
have a included a video link for your viewing about the Good News Clubs 
(https://player.vimeo.com/video/198373425). We have received letters from parents 
who have told us about the impact the club has had on their child. One superintendent 
told me that he could not ask for a better program in his schools than the Good News 
Club. He said this because he has seen the impact on the children. 

We are asking that you would please grant us your approval to conduct a Good News 
Club at William D’Abate and Leviton Elementary School. Please give us the opportunity 
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to help the children of our community by making a positive impact in their life. Please 
provide the children who would like to participate, the opportunity to benefit from the 
Good News Club. 

It would be a pleasure to speak with you anytime and answer any questions that you 
have. My cell phone is 401-391-7963. Please don’t hesitate to call me anytime 

  

Sincerely, 

Ryan Baker 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

109 Second Street NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
Tel 202-289-1776 
Fax 407-875-0770 
LC.org 

FLORIDA 

PO Box 540774 
Orlando, FL 32854 
Tel 407-875-1776 
Fax 407-875-0770 

REPLY TO FLORIDA 

VIRGINIA 

PO Box 11108 
Lynchburg, VA 24506 

Tel 407-875-1776 
Fax 407-875-0770 

Liberty@LC.org 

 December 10, 2021 
Via Email and Facsimile 
Dr. Javier Montañez, Superintendent 

Providence Public Schools District 

797 Westminster St 
Providence, RI  02903 

Fax: 401-456-9284 
Email: Javier.Montanez@ppsd.org 

RE: Approval for Good News Clubs meetings 

Dear Dr. Montañez: 

I write once more in hope of achieving an amicable resolution to the concerns noted 

in Liberty Counsel’s letter of November 5, 2021, in which I requested approval of the long-
standing request of  Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island (“CEF”) to hold an after 

school Good News Club (“GNC”) at William D’Abate Elementary and Leviton Elementary, two 
schools within Providence Public Schools District (“PPSD” or “the District”).  

The law is very clear on whether CEF has a right to meet on school property after 

school pursuant to facilities use policy. The District permits Girls on the Run (“GOTR”) to meet 

directly after school (see Attachments A and B), and is denying CEF that same right by non-
response. The District cannot permit GOTR or other similarly-situated groups to meet while 

denying that right to CEF.  

There is no Establishment Clause concern with allowing the GNC to meet directly after 
school. School districts nationwide, including Los Angeles Unified School District (CA) and 

Orange County Public Schools (FL), permit Good News Clubs to meet directly after school. 
It is a time-honored practice.  

Liberty Counsel has addressed or litigated similar issues on behalf of CEF many times. 

We have not lost a single case litigated on behalf of CEF, and we have been litigating dozens 
of similar cases since the seminal U.S. Supreme Court decision, Good News Club v. Milford, 

533 U.S. 98 (2001). Here are some representative cases we have litigated on CEF’s behalf, 
and where we collected hundreds of thousands of dollars in legal fees and costs following 

our victories:  

EXHIBIT R
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• Child Evangelism Fellowship of Indiana, Inc. v. Indiana Metro. Sch. Dist. of Pike 

Twp. (S.D. Ind. 2017) (permanent injunction granted January 26, 2018 - $85,000 in 

attorney fees awarded). 
 

• CEF of Ohio, Inc. v. Cleveland Metropolitan School District  (D. Ohio, 2017) 

(permanent injunction granted - $149,900 in attorney fees awarded). 

 

• Child Evangelism Fellowship of Minnesota v. Minneapolis Special School 

District #1, 690 F.3d 996 (8th Cir. 2012). (permanent injunction and award of 
$100,621.90 in fees and costs) 

 

• Child Evangelism Fellowship of Minnesota v. Elk River Area Sch. District #728, 

599 F.Supp.2d 1136 (D. Minn. 2009).  

 

• Child Evangelism Fellowship of South Carolina v. Anderson School District 

Five, 470 F.3d 1062 (4th Cir. 2006).  
 

• Wigg v. Sioux Falls School District, 382 F.3d 807 (8th Cir. 2004).  

 

• CEF v. Los Angeles Unified School District (C.D. Cal. 2002).  

 

CEF values its relationship with PPSD, and hopes to have an amicable relationship going 
forward, but CEF highly values the principle of equal treatment under the law and will not 

hesitate to defend that principle.  
 

Given the clarity of the law, and the simple nature of the facilities use request, this letter 
constitutes Liberty Counsel’s final request that Providence Public Schools District  

immediately approve the Good News Clubs’ facilities use requests, in any available space.  
 

If I do not receive the District’s affirmative response by Friday, December 17, 2021, 
that the GNC has been approved, I will conclude that the matter cannot be resolved amicably . 

It would be a shame to learn the District’s position for the first time in response to a complaint 
filed in federal court. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this request. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

      
 

     Richard L. Mast† 

Attachments 

CC 
Via Email  

 
†Licensed in Virginia 
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Gregory S. Inman, Esq. ††     ginman@itwlaw.com 

 
School Board 

Kinzel Thomas, President     Kinzel.Thomas@ppsd.org 
Diagneris Garcia      diagneris.garcia@ppsd.org 

Mark Santow       mark.santow@ppsd.org 
Travis Escobar      travis.escobar@ppsd.org 

Elizabeth Goldberg      elizabeth.goldberg@ppsd.org 

Nicholas Hemond      nicholas.hemond@ppsd.org 
Muyideen Ibiyemi      muyideen.ibiyemi@ppsd.org 

Ty’Relle Stephens      TyRelle.Stephens@ppsd.org 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
††Licensed in Rhode Island 

RLM/tge 
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From: Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Date: January 13, 2022 at 10:43:28 PM EST 
To: Brent Kermen <Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org> 
Cc: Ryan Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com>, Ryan Baker <ryan@cefri.org> 
Subject: Good News Club 

Hi Mr Kermen 

Thank you again for your support regarding the Good News Club! As per our earlier email exchange I have enclosed 
the  information that you requested. Please don’t hesitate to reach out anytime  if you have any questions or  if any 
additional information is needed 

Also, I spoke to a superintendent in another district here in Rhode Island. There is a Good News Club in each of his 
schools and he is very happy with the impact that the club has had on the children in his schools. He has offered to 
speak with anyone who would like his thoughts on the Good News Club program.  

Thank you again!!! 
Ryan 

Sent from my iPhone 

EXHIBIT T
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Child Evangelism Fellowship  

of Rhode Island 

P.O. Box 688 

Hope, Rhode Island 02831 
 

 

 

 

January 13, 2022 

Dear Mr. Kermen, 

Thank you for this opportunity to present the benefits of holding a Good News Club in your school. As 

per your request, we are submitting our response as to how Good News Clubs increase student attendance 

and enhance student’s learning experience. 

In their enthusiasm to participate in the Good News Club, a student’s school attendance generally 

improves as much as 5-10%. When we first attended Back-to-School Parents Night at William D’Abate 

ES in the fall of 2019, 48 children signed up to attend our afterschool club. Unfortunately, because of 

space constraints, we were only able to have 20 children in the club. We are confident that we would have 

had all those children who signed up if there had been adequate space available. 

“Students who attend and participate in Good News Club will increase their individual ELA growth by 

being provided extended learning opportunities beyond the normal school day focused on reading and 

listening to various texts and literature.” Our teachers use a variety of methods taking into consideration 

the age group characteristics of the children and their various learning styles including visual, audial, 

tactile, and kinetic learners. Careful attention is given to the vocabulary used and all terms are thoroughly 

explained so that the children have a firm understanding of the meaning (Furthermore, our teaching team 

at William D’ Abate is bilingual, teaching both in English and Spanish as needed). Teaching aids 

including maps, globes, visuals, and various related objects are used in the presentation of Bible lessons 

and Missionary stories to broaden the children’s understanding of the world and the various cultures 

throughout. Songs are not just sung for fun, but the lyrics are explained with application to how they 

relate to the individual child. The same method is employed in teaching scriptural memory verses but 

with a variety of fun ways to engage the children in actively memorizing Scripture. Without exception, 

the children’s horizons of the history and spiritual condition of mankind, of God and the world are 

expanded throughout the year. Our teachers have also observed a marked increase in the children’s ability 

to sit and concentrate during the lesson, retain and recall both abstract and concrete concepts, and 

synthesize what they have learned with appropriate action.  

 

As a result, participation in the Good News Club decreases children’s behavioral problems, increases 

moral values and good character qualities, and develops respect for authority and positive relationships 

among peers. The following link is a testimony from a school principal regarding the impact of the Good 

News Club on one of his students: https://vimeo.com/257190214/6e26a0412f. As children learn from the 

Bible lessons and begin to understand their role in the world, they begin to look beyond their own wants 

and needs and seek how they can help others. The following link is but one example of the innumerable 

ways those involved in Good News Club have impacted the children they teach: 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/275093052.  

 

Mr. Kermen, we thank you again for this opportunity and look forward to having a Good News Club in 

William D’Abate ES this spring. 

 

Respectfully, 

Ryan Baker 
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From: "Kermen, Brent (Principal)" <Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org> 
Date: February 10, 2022 at 2:02:45 PM EST 
To: Ryan and Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Subject: Re: Good News Club 

Good morning Ryan and sorry for this delay. I have been out but have been doing my best to 
stay current on all work related issues. 
I did email Nick Figueroa earlier this week about restarting The Good News Club at our school 
this year. 
I have not heard back and will follow up again. I shared your info regarding attendance and 
academics and had hoped this would suffice. Let me check in again and get back to you. 
Thank you, 
Brent   

Brent E. Kermen, Principal  
William D'Abate Elementary 
60 Kossuth St. 
Providence, R.I. 02909 
(401) 456‐9416

From: Ryan and Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 4, 2022 2:35 PM 
To: Kermen, Brent (Principal) <Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org> 
Subject: Re: Good News Club  

EXHIBIT U
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

Hi Mr. Kermen 
 
I hope all is well 
 
I just wanted to reach out to see if there was any progress on getting after school programming 
started.  We are hopeful that the Good News Club could start soon 
 
Thank you 
Ryan 
 

On Jan 21, 2022, at 9:46 AM, "Kermen, Brent (Principal)" <Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org> 
wrote: 
 
 

Thanks Ryan! 
 
 
 
 
 
Brent E. Kermen, Principal  
William D'Abate Elementary 
60 Kossuth St. 
Providence, R.I. 02909 
(401) 456‐9416 

 

 
 

 
 
From: Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 20, 2022 6:54 PM 
To: Kermen, Brent (Principal) <Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org> 
Subject: Re: Good News Club  
  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when 
opening attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

Hi Mr Kermen 
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I am sorry to hear that the other programs have also been paused. Hopefully all the 
clubs are allowed to proceed soon so the children will be able to benefit from them.  
 
I hope to see you soon!! 
 
Thank you as always for all your do! 
 
Ryan 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

On Jan 20, 2022, at 3:23 PM, Kermen, Brent (Principal) 
<Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org> wrote: 
 

  

Hi Ryan, 
I believe it should be very helpful but I cannot get a response from 
our FACE dept. We can't even run our 21st CCLC programs right 
now and they have been running for over 15 years, never a 
problem. 
Nick said he is working on it and should have info for me "soon". 
Sorry, wish I had better news. Families ask me every day about 
when programs will start again. 
Brent  
 
 
 
 
 
Brent E. Kermen, Principal  
William D'Abate Elementary 
60 Kossuth St. 
Providence, R.I. 02909 
(401) 456‐9416 

 

 
 

 
 
From: Ryan and Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 9:39 AM 
To: Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Cc: Kermen, Brent (Principal) <Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org>; Ryan Baker 
<ryan@cefri.org> 
Subject: Re: Good News Club  
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise 
caution when opening attachments or clicking links, especially from 
unknown senders. 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
__________ 

Hi Mr. Kermen 
 
I hope all is well 
 
I just wanted to follow up to see if this information was helpful or if you 
had any questions.   
 
Thank you 
Ryan 
 
 

On Jan 13, 2022, at 10:43 PM, Kathryn Baker 
<ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> wrote: 
 
 
Hi Mr Kermen 
 
Thank you again for your support regarding the Good 
News Club! As per our earlier email exchange I have 
enclosed the information that you requested. Please 
don’t hesitate to reach out anytime if you have any 
questions or if any additional information is needed 
 
Also, I spoke to a superintendent in another district 
here in Rhode Island. There is a Good News Club in each 
of his schools and he is very happy with the impact that 
the club has had on the children in his schools. He has 
offered to speak with anyone who would like his 
thoughts on the Good News Club program.  
 
Thank you again!!! 
Ryan 
<1‐13‐2022 Letter to Mr. Kermen.pdf> 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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From: Richard Mast
Sent: Friday, February 25, 2022 3:03 PM
To: Charles.ruggeiro@ppsd.org
Cc: ginman@itwlaw.com; Kinzel Thomas, President; Diagneris Garcia; Mark Santow; Travis Escobar; 

Elizabeth Goldberg; Nicholas Hemond; Muyideen Ibiyemi; Ty’Relle Stephens
Subject: RE: CEF Rhode Island Facility Use Applications for William D'Abate and Leviton ES
Attachments: Ltr - to Providence Public Schools - 11052021.pdf; Ltr - to Providence Public Schools - 12102021.pdf; 

KF Use of Facilities  7.03.pdf

Importance: High

Dear Mr. Ruggeiro: 

Please see previous correspondence attached and below.  

I writing a third time to request immediate approval on behalf of CEF of Rhode Island’s Spring 2022 facilities use request. 
CEF submitted the request on September 7, 2021. The request is attached to Liberty Counsel’s November 5, 2021 letter 
to Providence Public Schools (“District”). 

It is Liberty Counsel’s position that a “partnership” is not and was never necessary to approve the facilities use requests 
under current District policy, and that such failure to approve the facilities use requests constitutes ongoing irreparable 
harm. CEF explored that option of “partnership” after being told by the District it would have to become a “Community 
Partner.” CEF provided all material requested by the District, and was informed that district counsel was considering the 
material. 

The most efficient means of resolving this matter is simply to approve the outstanding facilities use requests, as 
thousands of school districts do every semester nationwide, consistent with the First Amendment and numerous court 
decisions such as the ones detailed in Liberty Counsel’s December 10, 2021 letter.  

Upon approval of the facilities use request, the irreparable harm against CEF ceases, and the District can explore 
“partnership” from that point, at its leisure. 

Nevertheless, if it remains the District’s position that a “partnership” is a prerequisite under Facilities Use Policy KF 
(which we do not concede), I hereby request a copy of the following public records: 

1. The Boy Scouts Of America Narragansett Council “Community Partner” application(s) and approval(s).
2. The Girls on the Run Rhode Island (GOTR RI) “Community Partner” application(s) and approval(s).
3. All approved facilities use applications for the 2019‐2020 school year.
4. All approved facilities use applications for the 2021‐2022 school year.

Time is of the essence toward amicably resolving this outstanding matter. Liberty Counsel has been engaged in extensive 
litigation in the last year and a half fighting civil rights violations ostensibly justified by “COVID‐19,” and has had great 
success holding both government entities and private actors accountable. See, e.g., Harvest Rock Church, Inc. v. 
Newsom, 141 S. Ct. 1289 (2021) (permanent injunction granted and $1,350,000 in attorney’s fees awarded in Harvest 
Rock Church, Inc. v. Newsom, No. 2:20‐cv‐06414, C.D. Cal., May 17, 2021); Harvest Rock Church, Inc. v. Newsom, 141 S. 
Ct. 889 (2020); Maryville Baptist Church, Inc. v. Beshear, 957 F.3d 610 (6th Cir. 2020); cf. Elim Romanian Pentecostal 
Church v. Pritzker, 962 F.3d 341 (7th Cir. 2020) (applying reasoning later rejected by the Supreme Court in Harvest Rock 
and other decisions). 
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With successes in this litigation, we are returning to a core component of our regular practice: litigating against public 
school districts which violate the First Amendment rights of our many clients, including Child Evangelism Fellowship 
(CEF). PPS is at the top of this list of school districts. 
 
I cannot guarantee that Liberty Counsel will refrain from filing a suit in federal court while you consider this request and 
the associated records requests, but would be happy to discuss the time in which you anticipate reviewing and 
responding.  
 
I remain available to discuss options for resolution, if the District still at this late hour wishes to resolve the matter 
amicably. All CEF wants is to be able to hold an after‐school club on the same basis as other facilities users consistent 
with District policy. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Richard Mast 
 

Richard L. Mast, Esq.* 
Senior Litigation Counsel 
Liberty Counsel 
PO Box 540774 
Orlando, FL 32854 
(407) 875-1776 phone 
(407) 875-0770 fax 
LC.org 
Offices in DC, FL, and VA 
*Licensed in Virginia 
 

From: Richard Mast  
Sent: Friday, December 10, 2021 12:42 PM 
To: Javier.Montanez@ppsd.org 
Cc: Kinzel Thomas, President <Kinzel.Thomas@ppsd.org>; Diagneris Garcia <diagneris.garcia@ppsd.org>; Mark Santow 
<mark.santow@ppsd.org>; Travis Escobar <travis.escobar@ppsd.org>; Elizabeth Goldberg 
<elizabeth.goldberg@ppsd.org>; Nicholas Hemond <nicholas.hemond@ppsd.org>; Muyideen Ibiyemi 
<muyideen.ibiyemi@ppsd.org>; Ty’Relle Stephens <TyRelle.Stephens@ppsd.org>; Gregory S. Inman 
<ginman@itwlaw.com>; crlaw@yahoo.com 
Subject: RE: CEF Rhode Island Facility Use Applications for William D'Abate and Leviton ES 
 
Dear Dr. Montañez: 
 
Please see attached original and additional correspondence regarding Liberty Counsel’s request on behalf of Child 
Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island (CEF). CEF desires to hold a Good News Club at William D’Abate and Leviton 
Elementary Schools. We would like to resolve this matter amicably but will proceed to litigation if it is not resolved 
timely and amicably. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard Mast 
 

Richard L. Mast, Esq.* 
Senior Litigation Counsel 
Liberty Counsel 
PO Box 540774 
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Orlando, FL 32854 
(407) 875-1776 phone 
(407) 875-0770 fax 
LC.org 
Offices in DC, FL, and VA 
*Licensed in Virginia 
 

From: Richard Mast <RMast@LC.org>  
Sent: Friday, November 5, 2021 10:10 AM 
To: Javier.Montanez@ppsd.org 
Cc: Kinzel Thomas, President <Kinzel.Thomas@ppsd.org>; Diagneris Garcia <diagneris.garcia@ppsd.org>; Mark Santow 
<mark.santow@ppsd.org>; Travis Escobar <travis.escobar@ppsd.org>; Elizabeth Goldberg 
<elizabeth.goldberg@ppsd.org>; Nicholas Hemond <nicholas.hemond@ppsd.org>; Muyideen Ibiyemi 
<muyideen.ibiyemi@ppsd.org>; Ty’Relle Stephens <TyRelle.Stephens@ppsd.org>; Gregory S. Inman 
<ginman@itwlaw.com>; crlaw@yahoo.com 
Subject: CEF Rhode Island Facility Use Applications for William D'Abate and Leviton ES 
 
Dear Dr. Montañez: 
 
Please see attached letter regarding the Good News Club’s outstanding facilities use applications submitted to the 
District by CEF of Rhode Island.  
 
Given the fleeting nature of the semester, and the initiation of this process in September, I am requesting a written 
response by November 10, 2021, approving the facilities use applications. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Richard Mast 
 

Richard L. Mast, Esq.* 
Senior Litigation Counsel 
Liberty Counsel 
PO Box 540774 
Orlando, FL 32854 
(407) 875-1776 phone 
(407) 875-0770 fax 
LC.org 
Offices in DC, FL, and VA 
*Licensed in Virginia 
 
This message and any attachment are intended for the person to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, notify us immediately by replying to this 
message and deleting it from your computer, because any distribution of this message by you is strictly prohibited. Email cannot be guaranteed secure or error-free. We 
do not accept responsibility for errors that result from email transmissions. Opinions expressed in this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily 
represent those of the organization. 

 

From: Kathryn Haley <haleykk@gmail.com> 
Date: October 6, 2021 at 11:15:08 AM EDT 
To: nick.Figueroa@ppsd.org, jael.lopes@ppsd.org 
Cc: Ryan Baker <ryan@cefri.org> 
Subject: CEFRI Facility Use Applications for William D'Abate and Leviton ES 

  

Good morning, Mr. Figueroa. 
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My name is Kathryn Haley and I am the Board Secretary of Child Evangelism Fellowship of 
Rhode Island. We are requesting to conduct afterschool Good News Clubs at William D'Abate 
and Leviton Elementary Schools. At the attachment, please find our applications for facility use 
at both of these schools. I have also included certificates of insurance for each school and our 
501c documentation. If there is anything else you need from us to complete our application, 
please let me know. We look forward to serving the children in these schools. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kathryn Haley 
CEFRI Board Secretary 
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From: "Kermen, Brent (Principal)" <Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org> 
Date: March 8, 2022 at 5:40:39 PM EST 
To: "Inoa, Dilania" <dilania_inoa@brown.edu>, Ryan and Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Cc: Ryan Baker <ryan@cefri.org> 
Subject: Re: update 

Wow, thank you for this quick response and support Dilania!!!! 
I will provide these names to Deb Ucci and see what data we can pull on behalf of the students 
listed. 
I can provide data on behavior and attendance and will share once I have it. 
Thank you! 
Brent 

Brent E. Kermen, Principal  
William D'Abate Elementary 
60 Kossuth St. 
Providence, R.I. 02909 
(401) 456‐9416

From: Inoa, Dilania <dilania_inoa@brown.edu> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 8, 2022 5:09 PM 
To: Ryan and Kathryn Baker <ryan.katie.baker@icloud.com> 
Cc: Kermen, Brent (Principal) <Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org>; Ryan Baker <ryan@cefri.org> 
Subject: Re: update  

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

EXHIBIT W
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Thank you for all you do.  You are a good man who I have great respect for.  I am sorry that it has come 
to this. 

Sincerely, 
Ryan  

Ryan Baker 
State Board Chairman 
Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island 
PO Box 688 
Hope, RI 02831 
401‐391‐7963 
ryan@cefri.org 
www.cefri.org 

On Mar 8, 2022, at 3:02 PM, "Kermen, Brent (Principal)" <Brent.Kermen@ppsd.org> 
wrote: 

Hi Ryan, 
Sorry this saga has dragged on so long. I received a request from our FACE office 
today regarding the Good News Club's application for after school programming 
here at D'Abate: 
Principal Kermen, thank you for submitting your request to host the Good News 
Club.  After reviewing the letter, the district would like to see the data of 20 
students that participated in the program.  Please provide the attendance data, 
ELA growth, enhanced student learning experience, decreased behavioral 
problems (before and after joining the program), and the tools used to identify 
the change in the areas mentioned. 
I am very upset about the continued roadblocks FACE throws at us but at least 
now their demands are clear to us and we can work together to provide their 
requested data. 
Please do your best to provide the data requested above and please let Dilania 
and I know which students were in your last session of after school 
programming here at D'Abate. This will allow us to also dig up data for FACE. 
We look forward to working together to get the Good News Club back here at our 
school. 
Thank you, 
Brent 

Brent E. Kermen, Principal  
William D'Abate Elementary 
60 Kossuth St. 
Providence, R.I. 02909 
(401) 456‐9416
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‐‐  
*Dilania Inoa* 
Senior Program Manager for Student Development 
 
The Swearer Center | Brown University  
 
 
2 Stimson Avenue, Box 1974 Providence, RI 02912 | (401) 863‐2338 
 
Facebook <https://www.facebook.com/SwearerCenter/>   
Instagram  <https://www.instagram.com/swearercenter/>  
LinkedIn  <https://www.linkedin.com/company/swearercenter/>  
Twitter  <https://twitter.com/SwearerCenter>  
YouTube<https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDdrA9Z9vbwIOAjCHxjvp7Q> 
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Organization: 

Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island 

Contact person: 

Alan Snow 

alan@cefri.org 

860-464-4391

Why is the project being undertaken?  Describe problem/opportunity the project will address: 

Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island desires to support children’s mental and spiritual health 

and development in good character.  Many children today are struggling with these and a wide variety 

of other issues.  They are having trouble with respecting authority, being considerate to one another, 

showing compassion, and exhibiting the characteristics that will make them successful as students and 

eventually as adults.  These gaps are preventing them from academic and social success in school.  The 

Good News Club that we are proposing will enable the participating children to learn good character and 

how to deal with life issues, both through what the Bible says about character and other life lessons, and 

by observing the example of the Good News Club volunteers. 

The Good News Club itself is a nurturing, welcoming, privately-sponsored after-school enrichment club 

offering training in morals, character, leadership and citizenship from a Biblical perspective, through fun 

activities, projects, stories, songs and games. All children are welcome, regardless of religious belief, and 

may only attend with parental permission. Attendance is free, and no donations are solicited. CEF 

partners with a local church near the school in which the Club is held, to provide mentoring and positive 

character development to the children of that elementary. 

Additionally, few children today get the opportunity to learn of the history of the times of the Bible.  The 

Bible was written over a 1500-year period about events that took place on 3 different continents.  Each 

child will expand their knowledge of different cultures, geography, and history through the Bible stories 

that are shared.  Additionally, every Good News Club includes a story about some of the most 

extraordinary people in history. These stories are about people – many of whom were missionaries - 

who sacrificed so much of their lives to help the sick, poor, hungry, and needy in places all over the 

world. Children will learn about their struggles and difficult circumstances and the impact that one 

person can have on the lives of so many who are in need of help. Children will learn about the 

development of languages, the building of hospitals, and the education of children under some of the 

most difficult circumstances imaginable. Every child participating in a Good News Club will learn how 

one person can change the world for the better, inspiring them to take on challenges beyond their 

current line of sight! 

Other benefits have been observed in children who attend the Good News Clubs, including: 

- Improvement in school attendance of up to 10%

- Individual English and Language Arts (ELA) growth and improvement through a focus on reading

and listening to stories

- Improving their ability to memorize via Bible verse memorization
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- Increase in ability to sit and concentrate 

- Increase in ability to retain and recall both abstract and concrete concepts 

Additionally, the volunteer team from the sponsoring church will be bilingual in English and Spanish, will 

be able to teach in both languages as needed, and will have the curriculum material available in both 

languages. 

What do you hope to accomplish or solve?  3 key objectives: 

We expect to accomplish the following: 

1. Provide the children who attend with mentoring and an understanding of good character based 

on the Bible and God’s love. 

2. Share with the children how to be considerate, compassionate young people that respect 

authority. 

3. Teach the children about an important period in history and about important people in history 

who sacrificed much of their lives to help others in need. 

What will be the end result of the project?  Include phases of work 

Phase 1 – Logistics - Our first phase will be to coordinate the specific logistics of the Good News Club 

with the host school, to ensure that a location and time is identified that works for all parties.  

Permission slips for the children to attend will be provided to the school for distribution. 

Phase 2 – Volunteers – background checks (per our policies and the policies of the school district) and 

training of the Good News Club volunteers.  We will utilize previously trained and experienced 

volunteers wherever possible. 

Phase 3 – Conducting the Good News Clubs.  The clubs typically meet weekly after school from October 

to May.   Permission slips signed by parent or guardian must be provided by all children attending. 

Phase 4 – Follow up –the CEF of Rhode Island and its partnering church invites the children and their 

families to a voluntary special event at the end of the Good News Club for the year.  The partnering 

church remains available to assist families and connect them to parenting and counseling resources.  

CEF of Rhode Island and the partnering church invite children to be a part of the Good News Club in the 

following school year.  

 

Budget: 

There is no cost to the school district for this project. 

Target School: 

William D’Abate and Leviton Elementary Schools 

Who are you recruiting? 
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Any student in the schools where the club is offered is welcome to participate.  All children need to 

learn good character in order to be successful, well-rounded adults. The Good News Club draws upon 

the principles found in the Bible for its lessons. Any child with parent permission is welcome to attend. 

Who will oversee? 

Pastor Santos Escobar of partnering church Vida Abundante UMC, 689 Cranston Street Providence will 

oversee the team of volunteers, with the support of CEF of RI. 

Indicators for objectives and results: 

- Indicators  

o Attendance and participation 

o Number of memorization projects completed 

o Number of lessons completed   

o Observations of the volunteers will provide a subjective indicator of how specific 

children have progressed in their understanding of the concepts being taught 

throughout the school year. 

- Any personal information that the children share will be treated as confidential.  Information 

provided via permission slips will be limited for use by CEF of RI or the sponsoring church only. 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

109 Second Street NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
Tel 202-289-1776 
Fax 407-875-0770 
LC.org 

VIRGINIA 

PO Box 11108 
Lynchburg, VA 24506 

Tel 407-875-1776 
Fax 407-875-0770 

Liberty@LC.org 

FLORIDA 

PO Box 540774 
Orlando, FL 32854 
Tel 407-875-1776 

Fax 407-875-0770 

REPLY TO FLORIDA 

Via Email and Facsimile 

Dr. Javier Montañez, Superintendent 

Providence Public Schools District 

797 Westminster St 

Providence, RI  02903 

Fax: 401-456-9284 

Email: Javier.Montanez@ppsd.org 

RE: Approval for Spring 2023 Good News Clubs meetings 

Dear Dr. Montañez: 

This letter is Liberty Counsel’s final attempt to amicably resolve this matter engendered by the 

intentional failure of Providence Public Schools District (“PPSD” or “the District”) to approve the 

numerous facilities use requests made by Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island (“CEF”).  

Please approve the attached facilities use request forms for CEF to hold an after school 

Good News Club (“GNC”), to run from January 12, 2023, to June 15, 2023, at William D’Abate 

Elementary and at Leviton Elementary schools. Please provide this approval by January 20, 2023.

As the District is well aware, CEF made multiple requests prior to and during 2021. Multiple 

emails were sent by CEF seeking to move the facilities use requests forward.  

In November and December 2021, Liberty Counsel requested prompt approval by the District 

of CEF’s requests to hold an after school GNC. The District did not approve any of CEF’s facilities 

use requests, despite Liberty Counsel’s letters setting forth the applicable facts, policies and law.  

Subsequently, the records provided by the District in response to Liberty Counsel’s March 8, 

2021 public records request revealed multiple organizations providing activities to youth (legally 

similar to CEF) whose facilities use requests the District promptly approved, during the same time 

frame the District failed to approve CEF’s requests.  

In good faith, CEF even submitted a partnership application on June 3, 2022, to which the 

District also never responded.  

January 4, 2023

EXHIBIT Y
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ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?

INSR ADDL SUBR
LTR INSD WVD

PRODUCER CONTACT
NAME

FAXPHONE
(A/C, No)(A/C, No, Ext)

E-MAIL
ADDRESS

INSURER A 

INSURED INSURER B 

INSURER C 

INSURER D 

INSURER E 

INSURER F 

POLICY NUMBER
POLICY EFF POLICY EXP

TYPE OF INSURANCE LIMITS(MM/DD/YYYY) (MM/DD/YYYY)

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

UMBRELLA LIAB

EXCESS LIAB

WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES  (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more space is required)

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

EACH OCCURRENCE $
DAMAGE TO RENTEDCLAIMS-MADE OCCUR $PREMISES (Ea occurrence)

MED EXP (Any one person) $

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY $

GEN'L AGGREGATE L MIT APPL ES PER: GENERAL AGGREGATE $
PRO-POLICY LOC PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGGJECT 

OTHER: $
COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT

$(Ea accident)

ANY AUTO BODILY INJURY (Per person) $
OWNED SCHEDULED

BODILY INJURY (Per accident) $AUTOS ONLY AUTOS

HIRED NON-OWNED PROPERTY DAMAGE
$AUTOS ONLY AUTOS ONLY (Per accident)

$

OCCUR EACH OCCURRENCE

CLAIMS-MADE AGGREGATE $

DED RETENTION $

PER OTH-
STATUTE ER

E.L. EACH ACC DENT

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE $
If yes, describe under

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMITDESCR PTION OF OPERATIONS below

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

Y / N

N / A
(Mandatory in NH)

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE    EXPIRATION    DATE    THEREOF,    NOTICE   WILL   BE   DELIVERED   IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  THAT  THE  POLICIES  OF  INSURANCE  LISTED  BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED.    NOTWITHSTANDING  ANY  REQUIREMENT,  TERM  OR  CONDITION  OF  ANY  CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE  MAY  BE  ISSUED  OR  MAY  PERTAIN,  THE  INSURANCE  AFFORDED  BY  THE  POLICIES  DESCRIBED  HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

THIS  CERTIFICATE  IS  ISSUED  AS  A  MATTER  OF  INFORMATION  ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE  DOES  NOT  AFFIRMATIVELY  OR  NEGATIVELY  AMEND,  EXTEND  OR  ALTER  THE  COVERAGE  AFFORDED  BY THE POLICIES
BELOW.    THIS  CERTIFICATE  OF  INSURANCE  DOES  NOT  CONSTITUTE  A  CONTRACT  BETWEEN  THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT:    If  the  certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If  SUBROGATION  IS  WAIVED,  subject  to  the  terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement.  A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: REVISION NUMBER:

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION

© 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION.  All rights reserved.ACORD 25 (2016/03)

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE
DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

$

$

$

$

$

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD

12/15/2022

(401) 822-1000 344

18058

Child Evangelism Fellowship
of RI Inc
P O BOX 688
Hope, RI 02831

24017

A 1,000,000

PHPK2435379 8/15/2022 8/15/2023 100,000

5,000

1,000,000

2,000,000

2,000,000

HIRED OWNED 1,000,000

B
89434 9/10/2022 9/10/2023 100,000

100,000

500,000

Leviton Elementary School
65 Greenwich Street
Providence, RI 02907

CHILEVA-01 THALL

World Insurance Associates, LLC
616 Clock Tower Commons
Brewster, NY 10509

Sean Brown

seanbrown@worldinsurance.com

Philadelphia Indemnity Insurance Co.
The Beacon Mutual Insurance Company

X

X
X
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ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?

INSR ADDL SUBR
LTR INSD WVD

PRODUCER CONTACT
NAME

FAXPHONE
(A/C, No)(A/C, No, Ext)

E-MAIL
ADDRESS

INSURER A 

INSURED INSURER B 

INSURER C 

INSURER D 

INSURER E 

INSURER F 

POLICY NUMBER
POLICY EFF POLICY EXP

TYPE OF INSURANCE LIMITS(MM/DD/YYYY) (MM/DD/YYYY)

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

UMBRELLA LIAB

EXCESS LIAB

WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES  (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more space is required)

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

EACH OCCURRENCE $
DAMAGE TO RENTEDCLAIMS-MADE OCCUR $PREMISES (Ea occurrence)

MED EXP (Any one person) $

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY $

GEN'L AGGREGATE L MIT APPL ES PER: GENERAL AGGREGATE $
PRO-POLICY LOC PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGGJECT 

OTHER: $
COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT

$(Ea accident)

ANY AUTO BODILY INJURY (Per person) $
OWNED SCHEDULED

BODILY INJURY (Per accident) $AUTOS ONLY AUTOS

HIRED NON-OWNED PROPERTY DAMAGE
$AUTOS ONLY AUTOS ONLY (Per accident)

$

OCCUR EACH OCCURRENCE

CLAIMS-MADE AGGREGATE $

DED RETENTION $

PER OTH-
STATUTE ER

E.L. EACH ACC DENT

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE $
If yes, describe under

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMITDESCR PTION OF OPERATIONS below

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

Y / N

N / A
(Mandatory in NH)

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE    EXPIRATION    DATE    THEREOF,    NOTICE   WILL   BE   DELIVERED   IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  THAT  THE  POLICIES  OF  INSURANCE  LISTED  BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED.    NOTWITHSTANDING  ANY  REQUIREMENT,  TERM  OR  CONDITION  OF  ANY  CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE  MAY  BE  ISSUED  OR  MAY  PERTAIN,  THE  INSURANCE  AFFORDED  BY  THE  POLICIES  DESCRIBED  HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

THIS  CERTIFICATE  IS  ISSUED  AS  A  MATTER  OF  INFORMATION  ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE  DOES  NOT  AFFIRMATIVELY  OR  NEGATIVELY  AMEND,  EXTEND  OR  ALTER  THE  COVERAGE  AFFORDED  BY THE POLICIES
BELOW.    THIS  CERTIFICATE  OF  INSURANCE  DOES  NOT  CONSTITUTE  A  CONTRACT  BETWEEN  THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT:    If  the  certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If  SUBROGATION  IS  WAIVED,  subject  to  the  terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement.  A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: REVISION NUMBER:

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION

© 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION.  All rights reserved.ACORD 25 (2016/03)

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE
DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

$

$

$

$

$

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD

12/15/2022

(401) 822-1000 344

18058

Child Evangelism Fellowship
of RI Inc
P O BOX 688
Hope, RI 02831

24017

A 1,000,000

PHPK2435379 8/15/2022 8/15/2023 100,000

5,000

1,000,000

2,000,000

2,000,000

HIRED OWNED 1,000,000

B
89434 9/10/2022 9/10/2023 100,000

100,000

500,000

William D'Abate Elementary School
60 Kossuth Street
Providence, RI 02909

CHILEVA-01 THALL

World Insurance Associates, LLC
616 Clock Tower Commons
Brewster, NY 10509

Sean Brown

seanbrown@worldinsurance.com

Philadelphia Indemnity Insurance Co.
The Beacon Mutual Insurance Company

X

X
X
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2   U.S. Government 4  Diversity Citizen of Another State 2  2 Incorporated and Principal Place 5 5
Defendant (Indicate Citizenship of Parties in Item III) of Business In Another State

Citizen or Subject of a 3  3 Foreign Nation 6 6
    Foreign Country

IV.  NATURE OF SUIT (Place an “X” in One Box Only) Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions.
CONTRACT TORTS FORFEITURE/PENALTY BANKRUPTCY OTHER STATUTES

110 Insurance  PERSONAL INJURY PERSONAL INJURY 625 Drug Related Seizure 422 Appeal 28 USC 158 375 False Claims Act
120 Marine 310 Airplane 365 Personal Injury  -   of Property 21 USC 881 423 Withdrawal 376 Qui Tam (31 USC 
130 Miller Act 315 Airplane Product   Product Liability 690 Other   28 USC 157   3729(a))
140 Negotiable Instrument   Liability 367 Health Care/ 400 State Reapportionment
150 Recovery of Overpayment 320 Assault, Libel &  Pharmaceutical PROPERTY RIGHTS 410 Antitrust

 & Enforcement of Judgment   Slander  Personal Injury 820 Copyrights 430 Banks and Banking
151 Medicare Act 330 Federal Employers’  Product Liability 830 Patent 450 Commerce
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190 Other Contract  Product Liability 380 Other Personal 720 Labor/Management 863 DIWC/DIWW (405(g)) 490 Cable/Sat TV
195 Contract Product Liability 360 Other Personal  Property Damage   Relations 864 SSID Title XVI 850 Securities/Commodities/
196 Franchise  Injury 385 Property Damage 740 Railway Labor Act 865 RSI (405(g))   Exchange

362 Personal Injury -  Product Liability 751 Family and Medical 890 Other Statutory Actions
 Medical Malpractice   Leave Act 891 Agricultural Acts

 REAL PROPERTY    CIVIL RIGHTS   PRISONER PETITIONS 790 Other Labor Litigation FEDERAL TAX SUITS 893 Environmental Matters
210 Land Condemnation 440 Other Civil Rights Habeas Corpus: 791 Employee Retirement 870 Taxes (U.S. Plaintiff 895 Freedom of Information
220 Foreclosure 441 Voting 463 Alien Detainee  Income Security Act   or Defendant)   Act
230 Rent Lease & Ejectment 442 Employment 510 Motions to Vacate 871 IRS—Third Party 896 Arbitration
240 Torts to Land 443 Housing/  Sentence   26 USC 7609 899 Administrative Procedure
245 Tort Product Liability  Accommodations 530 General  Act/Review or Appeal of
290 All Other Real Property 445 Amer. w/Disabilities - 535 Death Penalty IMMIGRATION  Agency Decision

 Employment Other: 462 Naturalization Application 950 Constitutionality of
446 Amer. w/Disabilities - 540 Mandamus & Other 465 Other Immigration   State Statutes

 Other 550 Civil Rights        Actions
448 Education 555 Prison Condition

560 Civil Detainee -
 Conditions of 
 Confinement

V.  ORIGIN (Place an “X” in One Box Only)
1 Original

Proceeding
2 Removed from

State Court
 3 Remanded from

Appellate Court
4 Reinstated or

Reopened
 5 Transferred from

Another District
(specify)

 6 Multidistrict
Litigation -
Transfer

8  Multidistrict
    Litigation -
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VI.  CAUSE OF ACTION
Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing (Do not cite jurisdictional statutes unless diversity):

Brief description of cause:

VII.  REQUESTED IN
         COMPLAINT:

CHECK IF THIS IS A CLASS ACTION
UNDER RULE 23, F.R.Cv.P.

DEMAND $ CHECK YES only if demanded in complaint:
JURY DEMAND: Yes No

VIII.  RELATED CASE(S)
          IF ANY (See instructions):

JUDGE DOCKET NUMBER
DATE SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY OF RECORD

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

RECEIPT # AMOUNT APPLYING IFP JUDGE MAG. JUDGE

Child Evangelism Fellowship of Rhode Island, Inc.
Providence Public School District and Dr. Javier Montañez, in his
official capacity as Superintendent of Providence Public School
District.

Providence

Nicholas S. Murray
GREATERGLOBE LEGAL, P.C.
257-259 Union Street, New Bedford, MA 02740, (781) 733-1608

42. U.S.C. § 1983.

Violation of 1st Am. Speech, Establishment, and Free Exercise, and 14th Am. Equal Protection.

03/10/2023 s/ Nicholas S. Murray

Case 1:23-cv-00099   Document 1-31   Filed 03/10/23   Page 1 of 3 PageID #: 148



JS 44 Reverse  (Rev. 08/18)

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ATTORNEYS COMPLETING CIVIL COVER SHEET FORM JS 44
Authority For Civil Cover Sheet

The JS 44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replaces nor supplements the filings and service of pleading or other papers as
required by law, except as provided by local rules of court.  This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is
required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet.  Consequently, a civil cover sheet is submitted to the Clerk of
Court for each civil complaint filed.  The attorney filing a case should complete the form as follows:

I.(a) Plaintiffs-Defendants.  Enter names (last, first, middle initial) of plaintiff and defendant.  If the plaintiff or defendant is a government agency, use
only the full name or standard abbreviations.  If the plaintiff or defendant is an official within a government agency, identify first the agency and 
then the official, giving both name and title.

(b) County of Residence.  For each civil case filed, except U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county where the first listed plaintiff resides at the
time of filing.  In U.S. plaintiff cases, enter the name of the county in which the first listed defendant resides at the time of filing.  (NOTE: In land
condemnation cases, the county of residence of the "defendant" is the location of the tract of land involved.)

(c) Attorneys.  Enter the firm name, address, telephone number, and attorney of record.  If there are several attorneys, list them on an attachment, noting
in this section "(see attachment)".

Jurisdiction.  The basis of jurisdiction is set forth under Rule 8(a), F.R.Cv.P., which requires that jurisdictions be shown in pleadings. Place an "X"
in one of the boxes.  If there is more than one basis of jurisdiction, precedence is given in the order shown below.
United States plaintiff.  (1) Jurisdiction based on 28 U.S.C. 1345 and 1348.  Suits by agencies and officers of the United States are included here.
United States defendant.  (2) When the plaintiff is suing the United States, its officers or agencies, place an "X" in this box.
Federal question.  (3) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1331, where jurisdiction arises under the Constitution of the United States, an amendment
to the Constitution, an act of Congress or a treaty of the United States.  In cases where the U.S. is a party, the U.S. plaintiff or defendant code takes
precedence, and box 1 or 2 should be marked.
Diversity of citizenship.  (4) This refers to suits under 28 U.S.C. 1332, where parties are citizens of different states.  When Box 4 is checked, the
citizenship of the different parties must be checked. (See Section III below; NOTE: federal question actions take precedence over diversity
cases.)

Residence (citizenship) of Principal Parties.  This section of the JS 44 is to be completed if diversity of citizenship was indicated above. Mark this
section for each principal party.

Nature of Suit.  Place an "X" in the appropriate box.  If there are multiple nature of suit codes associated with the case, pick the nature of suit code
that is most applicable.  Click here for: Nature of Suit Code Descriptions.

Origin.  Place an "X" in one of the seven boxes.
Original Proceedings. (1) Cases which originate in the United States district courts.
Removed from State Court.  (2) Proceedings initiated in state courts may be removed to the district courts under Title 28 U.S.C., Section 1441.
Remanded from Appellate Court.  (3) Check this box for cases remanded to the district court for further action.  Use the date of remand as the filing
date.
Reinstated or Reopened.  (4) Check this box for cases reinstated or reopened in the district court.  Use the reopening date as the filing date.
Transferred from Another District.  (5) For cases transferred under Title 28 U.S.C. Section 1404(a).  Do not use this for within district transfers or
multidistrict litigation transfers.
Multidistrict Litigation – Transfer.  (6) Check this box when a multidistrict case is transferred into the district under authority of Title 28 U.S.C.
Section 1407.
Multidistrict Litigation – Direct File.  (8) Check this box when a multidistrict case is filed in the same district as the Master MDL docket. PLEASE
NOTE THAT THERE IS NOT AN ORIGIN CODE 7.  Origin Code 7 was used for historical records and is no longer relevant due to changes in
statue.

Cause of Action.  Report the civil statute directly related to the cause of action and give a brief description of the cause. Do not cite jurisdictional
statutes unless diversity. Example: U.S. Civil Statute: 47 USC 553  Brief Description: Unauthorized reception of cable service

Requested in Complaint.  Class Action.  Place an "X" in this box if you are filing a class action under Rule 23, F.R.Cv.P.
Demand. In this space enter the actual dollar amount being demanded or indicate other demand, such as a preliminary injunction.
Jury Demand.  Check the appropriate box to indicate whether or not a jury is being demanded.

Related Cases.  This section of the JS 44 is used to reference related pending cases, if any.  If there are related pending cases, insert the docket
numbers and the corresponding judge names for such cases. 

Date and Attorney Signature.  Date and sign the civil cover sheet.
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CIVIL COVER SHEET ATTACHMENT: ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF 

Local Counsel:  
Nicholas S. Murray, Esq. 
GREATERGLOBE LEGAL, P.C. 
257-259 Union Street, 
New Bedford, MA 02740 
(781) 733-1608 
  
Pro Hac Vice Counsel: 
Mathew D. Staver* 
Horatio G. Mihet* 
Roger K. Gannam* 
Hugh C. Phillips* 
Liberty Counsel  
P.O. Box 540774  
Orlando, FL 32854  
(407) 875-1776  
court@lc.org  
hmihet@lc.org* 
rgannam@lc.org*  
hphillips@lc.org* 
*Specially admitted  
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
for the

__________ District of __________ 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff(s)

v. Civil Action No.

Defendant(s)

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address)

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.  The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
whose name and address are:

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

CLERK OF COURT

Date:
Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk

District of Rhode Island

CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP
OF RHODE ISLAND, INC.

PROVIDENCE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT and
DR. JAVIER MONTAÑEZ, in his official capacity as
Superintendent of Providence Public School District

Providence Public School District
797 Westminster Street
Providence, RI 02903

Nicholas S. Murray, Esq.
GREATERGLOBE LEGAL, P.C.
257-259 Union Street
New Bedford, MA 02740
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2)

Civil Action No.

PROOF OF SERVICE
(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on (date) .

I personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ; or

I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is

 designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ; or

I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or

Other (specify):

.

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ .

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:

0.00
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
for the

__________ District of __________ 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Plaintiff(s)

v. Civil Action No.

Defendant(s)

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION

To: (Defendant’s name and address)

A lawsuit has been filed against you.

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ.
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.  The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiff’s attorney,
whose name and address are:

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court.

CLERK OF COURT

Date:
Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk

District of Rhode Island

CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP
OF RHODE ISLAND, INC.

PROVIDENCE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT and
DR. JAVIER MONTAÑEZ, in his official capacity as
Superintendent of Providence Public School District

Dr. Javier Montañez, Superintendent
Providence Public School District
797 Westminster Street
Providence, RI 02903

Nicholas S. Murray, Esq.
GREATERGLOBE LEGAL, P.C.
257-259 Union Street
New Bedford, MA 02740
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12)  Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2)

Civil Action No.

PROOF OF SERVICE
(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l))

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any)

was received by me on (date) .

I personally served the summons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ; or

I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or

I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is

 designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ; or

I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or

Other (specify):

.

My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ .

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date:
Server’s signature

Printed name and title

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:

0.00
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