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Jissing Trump Records
1 message

GaryM Stern
To: David Ferriero

@nara.gov> ) Wed, May 5, 2021 at 9:48 AM

@nara.gov>, "Wall, Debra" @nara.gov>, SN
nara.gov>

fyi, ;3] and | have had several conversations with since the end of the Trump Administration about various
paper records that he believes were not transferred o us g has also raised some of these concerns directly with
David'. Attached is the text of an email | am planning to send to the Trump PRA reps (SRR S AN SRV

seeking their assistance in accounting and transferring them to us.
Please review and let us know if you have any questions or comments or would like to discuss further.

Also, we are still working through various problems with social media records, and at some point will need to raise them
also with the Trump reps.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
™ College Park, MD 20740
(office)
(fax)
@nara.gov
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@ Trump Transition Issues.2.docx
16K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=d17559294e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1 698926493627443997%7Cmsg-{%3A1698926493627... 1/1

Subject to Protective Order USA-00383564
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Draft

P Dear XX:

As the EOP continues to transfer the electronic Trump Presidential records into our custody, we
have come upon several problems that we need your help in resolving. We have already been
working with Scott to address various issues with respect to capturing Presidential records on
social media accounts; his assistance has been very helpful, although some problems remain that
will likely require further follow up with you.

We are now also aware that certain paper/textual records cannot be accounted for. We therefore
need your immediate assistance to ensure that NARA receives all Presidential records as
required by the Presidential Records Act.

For example, the original correspondence between President Trump and North Korean Leader
Kim Jong-un were not transferred to us; it is our understanding that in January 2021, just prior to
the end of the Administration, the originals were put in a binder for the President, but were never
returned to the Office of Records Management for transfer to NARA. It is essential that these
original records be transferred to NARA as soon as possible.

Similarly, the letter that President Obama left for President Trump on his first day in office has
not been transferred; since that letter was received by President Trump after he became
President, it is considered a Presidential record — all of the other Presidential Libraries maintain
the original copy of similar letters, and it is necessary that it be provided to us as well.

It is also our understanding that roughly two dozen boxes of original Presidential records were
kept in the Residence of the White House over the course of President Trump’s last year in office
and have not been transferred to NARA, despite a determination by Pat Cipollone in the final
days of the Administration that they need to be.

We know things were very chaotic, as they always are in the course of a one-term transition.
This is why the transfer of the Trump electronic records is still ongoing and won’t be complete
for several more months. But it is absolutely necessary that we obtain and account for all
original Presidential records that may still be in the physical custody of President Trump.
Please let us know how we can resolve these issues.

Thanks,

Subject to Protective Order USA-00383565
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FD-302 (Rev. 5-8-10)
Loy ' UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of entry 02/18/2022

DOCUMENT RESTRICTED TO CASE PARTICIPANTS
This document contains information that is restricted to case participants.

On February 11, 2022, _ , date of birth (DOB)
B Social Security Number SSN: , telephone numbers:
A SR <voil address:
. r X ¥
A Y
_, was interviewed telephonically by Federal

Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agents (SA) FBI 2 and [JPY
B After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Agents

and the nature of the interview, provided the following information:

The interviewing agents advised this interview (“the interview”)
sought [SEERY)' s voluntary cooperation in the FBI's fact-finding efforts.
acknowledged the interview was voluntary. was advised of the
penalties, to include criminal liability, should he not be truthful at any
time throughout the interview. understood his obligation not to
disclose information discussed to an outside party until and/or unless
expressly permitted by the FBI, and agreed to abide by the sane.

Per. 53 -y

and NARA staff maintain working relationships with the White
House Office of Records Management (“WORM”). and NARA's General
Counsel, Gary STERN, share a primary point of contact at WORM in WORM's

e e 40§

Prior to the interview, consulted with STERN about the parameters

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

Investigationon 02/11/2022 a Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (Phone)

-« [ Dtdnated 02/12/2022
8 FBI2 FBI11

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.

Subject to Protective Order USA-00813151
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(U) Interview of

Continuation of FD-302 o ,on 02/11/2022 pae 2 Of 7

for discussing the materials NARA received recently (discussed in further
detail below), which included likely classified documents, without
triggering the obligation to notify the record holder and the incumbent
United States President of the inquiry. INS#ERN wWas advised and agreed not
to disclose content of the classified documents to the interviewing agents.

Around the same time consulted STERN regarding the above
parameters, reviewed his official NARA email account.
refreshed his recollection of the events surrounding his knowledge of the
boxes reported to include materials subject to the Presidential Records Act
(“PRA”) which were to be transported from Mar-A-Lago in Palm Beach, Florida,
to the National Archives in Washington, District of Columbia (“PRA
records”) . Prior to said e-mail review, remembered first being made
aware of the PRA records during September 1 - 8, 2021. After said e-mail
review, noticed he was party to emails specific to the PRA records
which dated from May 1 - 15, 2021. offered to provide copies of his
emails to the FBI.

was aware of general concerns and WORM had with tracking,
retaining, and preserving PRA material during the TRUMP Administration;
however, such concerns are not unique to the TRUMP administration. Keeping
track of the universe of PRA materials produced during any US presidential
administration is a cumbersome and ongoing process. Decades of learning,
experience, and technological advancements improve WORM's and NARA’'s role in
dealing with PRA material throughout its existence. During the waning days
of any US presidential administration, WORM and NARA often scramble to
transfer relevant PRA material from various facilities, both in the White
House, and elsewhere and this process often extends beyond the transfer of
administrations. It is not uncommon that PRA material collection extends
past the close of any presidential administration, including PRA material
discovered by White House officials or staff, Executive Branch officials,
and family members/associates of the President/President’s staff, well after
the close of any given presidential administration.

understood there were key documents from the TRUMP Administration
responsive to the PRA which had not yet been received by NARA. knew
these key documents fell into three general categories of PRA materials: 1)
the letter left on the Resolute Desk at the White House from former US
President Barack OBAMA to incoming US President Donald TRUMP; 2) Head of
State correspondence with North Korea; and 3) a map used by TRUMP during a
televised briefing on Hurricane DORIAN.

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

Subject to Protective Order USA-00813152
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(V) Interview of

Continuation of FD-302 of LS ole] ,0on 02/11/2022  pge 3 Of 7

During the waning days of the TRUMP presidential administration, [ Per. 40
expressed concerns to NARA Archivist, David FERRIERQO, and Deputy Archivist,
Deborah Steidel WALL, that PRA material existed in the White House residence
which had not been taken to WORM. These records included approximately two
dozen (24) boxes. purported the contents to be newspaper clippings
and magazine articles. Before the transition of administrations on January
21 2021 emphasized to White House Counsel that WORM needed to
collect the materials in the boxes from the White House residence prior to
the outgoing administration's departure from White House grounds,
colloquially referred to as the pack-out pericd.

STERN contacted at least one representative of former President Donald
TRUMP (TRUMP) named [EREWYENE noted his May 2021
emails relayed information received from a personal representative of
former President TRUMP, possibly [iS§Eyl]- Sometime before May 2021,
initially informed that TRUMP had no missing PRA materials. However,
on or about May 18, 2021, a TRUMP personal representative told that
TRUMP staffers had located the North Korea correspondence in Florida and
were still looking for more records.

In early September 2021, STERN had not received any boxes or PRA
materials from ENS¥ENl)r 2 senior personal representative of former President
TRUMP, BT or any other representative(s) of former President
TRUMP. STERN approached to formally draft a letter to DOJ raising
concerns about PRA material from the TRUMP administration which remzined
unaccounted for by NARA.

In years of experience at [} understood NARA

never had to make such a referral to DOJ ("the DOJ referral") to accomplish
such an ask. wanted to be sure that the three categories of PRA
materials were not in NARA's holdings prior to drafting the DOJ referral.
turned to NARA's
B ¢ order to conduct pointed searches and double check if NARA's
holdings catalogued receipt of material from the aforementioned three
categories. and began drafting the DOJ referral letter during
the first week of September, 2021. Around the same time, STERN communicated
with personal representatives of TRUMP and mentioned the DOJ referral as a
way to pressure them to transfer the boxes or any outstanding material
subject to the PRA to NARA.

On or about September 4, 2021 STERN forwarded an email to and
FERRIERO where asked about twelve boxes containing newspapers,

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

Subject to Protective Order USA-00813153
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(0) Interview of

Continuation of FD-302 of IS TR ,on 02/11/2022  pyge 4 of 7

magazines, and various articles potentially responsive to PRA and that said
material were located in Florida. There was subsequent discussion about what
constituted presidential records versus personal records.

In late December, 2021, a personal representative of TRUMP,
-, emailed STERN informing STERN that TRUMP staffers found
approximately twelve boxes of material that could be subject to the PRA
including the North Korea correspondence, the OBAMA letter and the DORIAN

poster. provided as the point of contact for logistics

and further coordination with NARA.

recalled the three main representatives from former president

TRUMP's office to be BN VALEEINH! [ B never had
direct contact with any representative of former President TRUMP.

On or near January 4, 2022, remembers discussing various options
for transport of potential PRA material from Florida to NARA's Headquarters
office at 700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, in Washington DC (NARA HQ) with
NARA's Office of Business Support Services (BSS). IEBEEE] ' s discussions
involving transport options may have included STERN as well as NARA's [ ]
I varn office telephone NN - BN
Deputy, [N T VARA office telephone NN

B ' 2ncd BE®J- Not having received a fulsome description of the contents
of the boxes, wanted to ensure the boxes were shipped in the most
secure manner feasible and reasonable. was not involved in the
particular logistical details as he deferred to BSS to execute on the
shipping arrangements and NARA's ultimate receipt.

ISRl did inquire about options to use the United States Department of
Defense (DOD) to secure any materials as NARA used DOD on a separate
presidential records consolidation project. reasoned that, since
NARA did not know the contents of the boxes, NARA needed to move the boxes
as if the boxes contained classified records. clarified he had no
reason to believe, at said time, there were classified records in the PRA.
IEEEEE] ' s thought process was more in terms of maintaining a tight chain of
custody and ensuring secure transport.

did not recall any other relevant discussions on the PRA material
from Florida until on or near January 17, 2022. STERN called on
January 17, 2022 to relay that NARA contracted with a company NARA has used
for PRA material transport in the past, United Van Lines. Additionally,

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

Subject to Protective Order USA-00813154
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(U) Interview of Per. 53
Continuation of FD-302 of TS SReR) On 02/11/2022 .pagn 5 Of T

United Van Lines had dispatched a truck and its driver to transport boxes
from Mar-a-lago to NARA HQ. STERN added that the driver and truck were in or
near Mar-a-lago transferring fifteen banker boxes with material had
collected for NARA's receipt. STERN did not convey to BUS#EEM the identities
of the driver nor the individuals present with the same fifteen banker
boxes. The next thing remembered hearing was that confirmed
receipt of fifteen banker boxes at NARAHQ on or near January 18, 2022.

wrote an email to JQERERNl, STERN, and BYRAN}'S boss, 458

on or near January 18, 2022 relaying that conducted a cursory review
of the material the driver had turned over to him ] earlier that same
day ("the January 18, 2022 email"). The January 18, 2022 email also
described [S@#]'s cursory review of the materials. noted all the
material found in the boxes to be disorganized in appearance. noted
the preponderance of the material contained in the boxes were newspapers and
magazines. also pointed out the boxes contained what appeared to

to be original records responsive to all three aforementioned
categories of PRA material, as well as some documents recognizable to
as containing US Government classified information.

knows it is not uncommon for NARA to receive materials, over
time, from senior US Government leaders which contain some level of
classified materials and information. A number of factors made the
classified material described in the fifteen banker boxes different
from other instances of which has specific knowledge and experience:
1) historically, the classified material is dated, not so contemporary or
close-to-present-day as indicated were contained in the fifteen
banker boxes; 2) historically, the classified information is very sparse,
not as many items as indicated were in the fifteen banker boxes; 3)
the level of sensitivity associated with the historically recovered
classified material was not as high as what indicated some of the
material in the fifteen banker boxes to be; and 4) the classified materials
historically recovered are not from the most recent former President of the
United States.

is not sure where the records contained in the fifteen banker
boxes were stored before NARA's receipt. SokEl assumed the records
contained in the fifteen boxes were housed in spaces owned and maintained by
TRUMP and TRUMP's staff since the TRUMP administration's pack-up from the

White House and prior to [S¥#JJ's receipt. does not know if TRUMP's
property in Mar-a-Lago has a Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility

(SCIF) or a facility accredited to store classified material by a valid USG

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

Subject to Protective Order USA-00813155



Case 9:23-cr-80101-AMC Document 469-1 Entered on FLSD Docket 04/22/2024 Page 10 of
FD-302a (Rev. 5-8-10) 315

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

(v) Interview of

Continuation of FD-302 of ,on 02/11/2022  pgge 6 Of 7

authority.

As of February 11, 2022, NARA had not inventoried the contents of the 15
boxes, and had not seen the contents of the same.

is concerned there may be additional outstanding material from
the TRUMP administration subject to PRA. JJNERJ's concerns are rooted in
the general lack of confidence the representatives of former President TRUMP
gave to STERN and since the end of the TRUMP administration.
was disquieted to hear from STERN that TRUMP representatives initially
denied possessing any PRA material. believes the representatives of
former President TRUMP only began searching for PRA records in earnest after
STERN and talked over the possibility of NARA submitting a referral
to DOJ. remains concerned about the varying numbers of boxes,
ranging from twenty-four to twelve to ultimately fifteen boxes, as a lack of
positive control of the PRA. is not aware of any TRUMP
representatives communicating or attempting tc communicate any reassurance
of a comprehensive or methodical search for potential PRA materials.

After noted what appeared to as still-relevant US
Government classified material placed in no particular order amid newspapers
and magazines within the fifteen boxes, is dubious that any measures
of commensurate control and security were taken by representatives of former
President TRUMP and/or TRUMP staffers for any length of time since leaving
secured space in the White House.

After 's report of classified material, and STERN consulted
with Jonathan SU, current Deputy White House Counsel, White House. On or
about January 21, 2021, SU referred STERN and JISHERJJtc Department of
Justice Associate Deputy Attorney General Emily LOEB and Associate Deputy
Attorney General David NEWMAN. On January 22, 2021 STERN and
conducted a phone call with LOEB and NEWMAN. On January 24, 2021 Newman
instructed NARA to refer the matter to their Office of the Inspector General
(IG) and the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) IG.
NEWMAN also provided DOJ contacts Jay BRATT, Chief of the National Security
Division, and Corey AMUNDSON, Chief of the Public Integrity Division.

STERN notified both NARA IG and ODNI IG. They had additional
conversations with BRATT and AMUNDSON regarding next steps. stated
he was concerned about pending special access requests and the need to
conduct a detailed inventory. The next heard was from the FBI.

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

Subject to Protective Order USA-00813156
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() Interview of

Continuation of FD-302 of ,On 02/11/2022 , Page 7 of 7

In addition to himself and the interviewing agents, believes the
following people have been informed by NARA of NARA's receipt of the fifteen
boxes and that some of the boxes contained what NARA believes to be US
classified material:

g Per2l g

© EEREE N -

* Gary STERN, Office of General Counsel, NARA;

* David FERRIERO, United States Archivist, NARA;

* Deborah Steidel WALL, United States Deputy Archivist, NARA;
S Peri0 L
. _, Inspector General (IG) and Staff, NARA;

Michael ATKINSON, IG and Staff, Office of the Director of National
Intelligence (ODNI):;

¢ Jay BRATT, Chief of the National Security Division, DOJ;

* Corey AMUNDSON, Chief of the Public Integrity Division, DOJ;

* Emily LOEB, Associate Deputy Attorney General, DOJ;

* David NEWMAN, Associate Deputy Attorney General, DOJ; and

» Jonathan SU, current Deputy White House Counsel, White House.

is available for contact in the future.

Original agent notes from the interview are maintained in the attached
1A,

UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO

Subject to Protective Order USA-00813157
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:: Need for Assistance re Presidential Records

| message
David Ferriero
To: GaryM Stern
Cc: "Wall, Debra"

This doesn't address the 24 missing boxes. 1am out of patience.
David

David S. Ferriero

Archivist of the United States
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20408-0001

www.archives.gov

On Wed, Jun 9, 2021, 5:24 PM GaryM Stern m@nara.gow wrote:
fyi, | spoke withm on Monday, and he assured me that he is seriously working on this issue and expects to be able
utio

to get to a resolution relatively soon.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

— National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road

College Park, MD 20740

(office)
(fax)
nara.gov

e arded message ---------
or I ———
Date: Tue, Jun 8, at /.

Subject: Re: Need for Assistance re Presidential Records
To: GaryM Stern nara.gov>

Gary, as we discussed yeéterday, we will work with on arrangements for the North Korea materials.
We are continuing to look into the other two categories of documents and will get back to you with more

information soon.

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/7ik=d17559294e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1700128078442879861 %7Cmsg-f%3A1702127478851... 1/4

Subject to Protective Order USA-00383594
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P. 47

From: GaryM Stern < i@nara.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 3:59 PM

i Per. 47 |

- JPer33

Subject: Re: Need for Assistance re Presidential Records

1y AW will coordinate with you on arranging for transfer of the North Korea records.

Please let me know as soon as you can the status of the other records that we have raised. It is vitélly important that
we account for them, and any other Presidential records that may still be outside of our possession, as quickly as
possible.

Thanks,
Gary

Gary M. Stern

General Counsel

National Archives and Records Administration .
8601 Adelphi Road ” Y
College Park, MD 20740 s

(office)
(fax)
nara.gov

e

\\‘ i%
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

(£lw R t]9)]

On Tue, May 18, 2021 at 4:19 PM
Hi 3. The correspondence is

(periy PO
at the Floriga oftice.

Get Outlook for iOS

From: JTEIN
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 4:11:00 PM

@nare. oo TR I S T

Cc: GaryM Stern
Subject: Re: Need for Assistance re Presidential Records

P. 47

Do you have this correspondence at the office in Alexandria? If so, we can pick them up. lf not, we'll need to discuss
some other options.

>,
On Tue, May 18, 2021 at 3:46 PM _ wrote:

Gary,

hitps://mail.google.com/maillu/0/?ik=d17559294e8view=pt&search=alldpermthid=thread-f%3A1700128078442879861%7Cmsg-{%3A1702127478851... 2/4

Subject to Protective Order USA-00383595
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We have the original North Korea correspondeﬁtl.? available to send to you. Please let me know the
best arrangements to get this to you.

I'm checking on the other items and will circle back with you on those.

Thanks,

From: GaryM Stern @nara.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 6, 2021 3:16 PM

dpecss | [Per.47

Subject: Need for Assistance re Presidential Records

g P. 38, P. 33, P. 47

As the EOP continues to transfer the electronic Trump Presidential records into our custody, we have come upon
several problems that we need your help in resolving. We have already been working withXJlFW to address
various issues with respect to capturing Presidential records on social media accounts; his assistance has been

- very helpful, although some problems remain that will likely require further follow up with you.

There are also now certain paper/textual records that we cannot account for. We therefore need your immediate
assistance to ensure that NARA receives all Presidential records as required by the Presidential Records Act.

For example, the original correspondence between President Trump and North Korean Leader Kim Jong-un were

not transferred to us; it is our understanding that in January 2021, just prior to the end of the Administration, the

originals were put in a binder for the President, but were never retumed to the Office of Records Management for
o transfer to NARA. It is essential that these original records be transferred to NARA as soon as possible.

Similarly, the letter that President Obama left for President Trump on his first day in office has not been transferred:
since that letter was received by President Trump after his term commenced, itis a Presidential record — note that
all of NARA's other Presidential Libraries maintain the original copy of similar letters, and it is necessary that this
one be provided to us as well.

Itis also our understanding that roughly two dozen boxes of original Presidential records were keptin the
Residence of the White House over the course of President Trump’s last year in office and have not been
transferred to NARA, despite a determination by in the final days of the Administration that they need
to be. I had also raised this concern with during the final weeks.

We know things were very chaotic, as they always are in the course of a one-term transition. This is why the
transfer of the Trump electronic records is still ongoing and won't be complete for several more months. Butit is
absolutely necessary that we obtain and account for all original Presidential records.

Please let us know as soon as you can how we can get these issues resolved.

Thanks,

.Ga_ (cell)

Gary M. Stern
General Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
7 (office)
(fax)
nara.gov

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=d 17559294 e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1700128078442879861%7Cmsg-f%3A1702127478851... 3/4

Subject to Protective Order USA-00383596
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Message
From: Per. 27
Sent: 8/30/2021 1:51:58 PM
To: David Ferriero ([ @nara.gov]
Subject: Re: NARA documents

Best number to call?

On Mon, Aug 30, 2021 at 1:39 PM [ESSYEE B 2 cn2il.com> wrote:
To my knowledge, Nothing has been destroyed. Give me a call at your convenience. Thanks g

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 30, 2021, at 1:01 PM, David Ferriero < ll2nara.gov> wrote:

As you have seen in the press, the House has requested records. Our ability to respond
requires access to the 24 boxes which have yet to be accounted for. At this point, I am
assuming that they have been destroyed. In which case, I am obligated to report it to the Hill,
DOJ, and the White House.

David

On Tue, Aug 17, 2021 at 8:55 PM ISR o'

David. Iwill check in the am on this

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 17, 2021, at 2:41 PM, David Ferriero <l @nara.gov>

Wrote:

Following up. Any news from Palm Beach? And no sign of the Obama letter.

David
On Fii, Jul 30, 2021 at 2:59 PV S A
wrote:

David. here. If you could call me. I understand we have a

need for additional federal records to be transferred and [[XSSEIIN has
enlisted my help. I want to understand the scope of the request from you.

Thanks 5. I

Sent from my iPhone

Confidential Treatment Requested DOC_-0000021
Subject to Protective Order USA-00359483
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/aft Letter to AG re Missing Trump Records
1 message

GaryM Stern nara.gov> Wed, Sep 1, 2021 at 6:01 PM
To: David Ferriero nara.gov>, "Wall, Debra" i @nara.gov>, 'R .

Attached is a draft letter that we could consider sending to the Attorney General about missing Trump records. It focuses
only on the paper records that we believe to be missing (subject to confirmation that they were not unknowingly sent to
us). Also, | have now informally reached out to DOJ counsel about this issue.

Also attached is the list of issues that we discovered with respect to social media records, essentially the result of the
Trump WH's failure to capture them through the use of third-party archiving tools. | do not think that these problems are
something that the AG/DOJ can deal with, but it could be appropriate to report them to Congress -- especially since the
January 6 Committee has specifically requested Trump's Tweets from the day of January 6, and our official collection
does not include any possible deleted tweets (although it is possible that there were no such tweets from that day).

As | have already noted, Trump's Repw has asked that | discuss this with him later this week. In addition, WH
Counsel is now also aware of the issue, and has asked that | keep them in the loop 'to the extent that we make any
reference to the White House Office of Records Management.

| am happy to discuss further how best to address these issues.

Thanks,
Gary

‘ary M. Stern
Seneral Counsel
National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, MD 20740
(cell)
(office)

(fax)
(@nara.gov

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

noTno

2 attachments
(o} AG Letter re Missing Trump Records.docx
19K

w7y Problems with Trump Presidential Records on Social Media Platforms.docx
16K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=d 17559294 e8view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1709738537176110527%7Cmsg-f%3A1709738537176...  1/1
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The Honorable Merrick Garland
Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice
Washington, DC

Dear General Garland:

I write pursuant to my authority as Archivist of the United States to seek your assistance for the
recovery of Presidential records that may have been unlawfully removed from U.S. Government
custody or possibly destroyed in violation of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), 44 U.S.C.
Chapter 22.

The PRA establishes that “[t]he United States shall reserve and retain complete ownership,
possession, and control of Presidential records; and such records shall be administered in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter.” 44 U.S.C. § 2202. The PRA further establishes
that, “[u]pon the conclusion of a President’s term of office . . ., the Archivist of the United States
shall assume responsibility for the custody, control, and preservation of, and access to, the
Presidential records of that President.” Id. § 2203(g)(1).

The PRA has no explicit provision on how I should address concerns about suspected removal or
P destruction of Presidential records. I am, therefore, exercising my discretion to follow the
t process established for me under the Federal Records Act (FRA), which authorizes me to
“request the Attorney General to initiate™ an action “for the recovery of records unlawfully
removed and for other redress provided by law.” 44 U.S.C. § 2905(a). The same provision
states that I “shall notify the Congress when such a request has been made.”

When President Trump left office on January 20, 2021, the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA) assumed full legal custody of all Trump Administration Presidential
records. However, given the volume and complexity of the records, the vast majority of which
exist in a multitude of electronic formats, and the controversy concerning the election results, it
has taken through the summer of 2021 to complete the physical transfer of virtually all of the
records from the White House complex and White House data centers to NARA’s archival
facilities and cloud-hosted data center. In the course of this process, we have become aware that
a small number of Trump Presidential paper records were not transferred to NARA, as follows:

e Approximately 24 boxes of paper records that were maintained by President Trump in the
White House Residence. During the final days of the Trump Administration, the Chief of
Staff and the Counsel to the President had determined that these boxes needed to be
transferred to the White House Office of Records Management so that they could be
transferred to NARA, but such transfer never took place. We requested that the Office of
President Trump search for these records, and have been informed that they could not be
located. '

Subject to Protective Order USA-00383607
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2 o The original letter that President Obama left for President Trump on his first day in
office. Since that letter was received by President Trump after his term commenced, it is
a Presidential record — note that all of NARA’s other Presidential Libraries maintain the
original copy of similar letters, and it is necessary that this one be provided to us as well.
We requested that the Office of President Trump search for this record, and to date it has
not been located. L
¢ The original poster board of the path of Hurricane Dorian that President Trump marked
up with a sharpie. It was recalled from the White House Office of Records Management
prior to the end of the Administration, but was never returned for transfer to NARA. We
requested that the Office of President Trump search for this record, and to date it has not
been located.

Accordingly, I am hereby requesting your assistance in recovering these missing Presidential
records, along with any other original Presidential records from the Trump Administration that
may subsequently be identified and located.

Please note that the original correspondence between President Trump and North Korean Leader
Kim Jong-un was also missing. However, in response to our request to search for these records, -
the Office of President Trump has found them in Mara Lago, FL and will be returning them to

NARA.
Vi
My General Counsel will follow up with your staff to determine the best way to address this
issue.
Sincerely,

Subject to Protective Order USA-00383608
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MONDAY, FEB 28

Oliver Potts Feb 28, 2022, 3:19 PM
hi Jay...any headway on getting WH to consider fate of the books with us?

William Bosanko Feb 28, 2022, 3:20 PM
None - the 15 boxes from mar-a-lago have consummed all of our discussions

DO you have bullets or something | can crib from to send an email

Oliver Potts Feb 28, 2022, 3:21 PM
definitely...will send

William Bosanko Fab 28, 2022, 3:21 PM
Thxl That will help

15B001256
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