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- The tough stance taken against the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) community by governments in the Middle East and 
North Africa probably is driven by conservative public opinion and 
domestic political competition from lslamists, and is hindering US 
initiatives in support of LGBT rights. Negative perceptions of LGBT individuals 
are widespread for cultural and religious reasons; LGBT activists report that 
since 2011 their community in the region has come under increased scrutiny by 
governments and has been targeted by militias in Iraq and the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) in Syria, according to a body of regional and Western 
press and NGO reporting. 1234567891011_ 

-- Egyptian and Tunisian activists report a growing crackdown against 
LGBT individuals since 2011, according to NGOs, 
and press reporting. 1213141516171819202122232425 Last month the Egyptian 
Government arrested but later acquitted 26 men on charges of indecency 
and debauchery after a highly publicized raid on a Cairo bath house, 
according to press reports. 262728293031323334353637 In 2013 

the Tunisian Government sentenced the leader of the Tunisian Liberal Party 
to three months in jail for sodomy, according to NGO reporting. 38 

Activists and advocates of LGBT issues in the region­
in November 2014 that they face risks to their physical 

security. 39404142 LGBT individuals in the region face routine harassment and 
discrimination in medical care, housing, education, and employment, 
according to a body of regional and Western press reports, and NGO 

reporting. 434445464748495051525354555657 

- (~ Egyptian and Lebanese police as of August 2014 were using 
mobile apps and social media sites to arrest gay men, according to NGO 
and Western press reports. 5859 Western press reports since last September 
have noted that Egyptian police were using a US-based gay dating website 
to entrap users. 6061 

- Regional governments targeting groups and individuals advocating 
LGBT rights almost certainly will portray international efforts to advance 
such rights as foreign meddling, undercutting US policies to protect LGBT 
individuals. The head of Egypt's diplomatic mission to the UN opined in 
September 2014 that the UN's adoption of a resolution related to sexual 
orientation and gender identity was a form of cultural imperialism that could hurt 
international cooperation on human rights, according to a regional press 
report.62. 
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- I ~ Saudi Arabia responded to the UN resolution by saying it is 
necessary to respect cultural specificities in certain countries and that the 
Gulf Cooperation Council opposed countries imposing their culture upon 
them. 63 

- Progress in mitigating human rights abuses against LGBT 
individuals in the Middle East and North Africa almost certainly depends on 
engaging governments in the region on their legal frameworks-15 out of 
18 Middle Eastern countries criminalize same-sex acts-and influencing 
societal tolerance for the community's rights. Discreet international support 
could help avoid drawing undue attention and possibly counterproductive 
backlash against activists. 

- - Egyptian civil society organizations-already vulnerable to 
government scrutiny-have warned US officials that overt engagement puts 
them at risk, according to a Lebanese activist in 
May 2014 stated that public outreach by the US would be 
counterproductive, 65 

-- Training and funding for lawyers who defend LGBT rights could 
bolster the legal capacities of local advocacy groups. A rapid response legal 
fund to support LGBT individuals subject to legal proceedings would 
probably be well received by some in the community based on 
conversations with Egyptian human rights activists, according to■ 

-- Tarek Zeidan, a prominent member of Helem, the first LGBT rights 
organization in the region, 67 stressed last year that the LGBT community 
would benefit from community engagement with local police forces and the 
Ministry of Interior to limit the targeting of LGBT individuals, 

68 

- - Supporting gender studies in academic institutions in the Middle East 
and North Africa may offer an opportunity for US engagement on LGBT 
issues because this academic field often explores diversity of identity in 
society. Earlier this year, LGBT individuals requested US help creating an 
academic program on LGBT issues in Lebanon, 
__ 69 

- For additional information, please see the WIRe, -Global: 
Opportunities To Improve LGBT Human Rights Protections," 22 March 2014, and 
the Intelligence Assessment, - UN: Bolstering Initiatives on Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity." 15 June 2011. 
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