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A JOINT STATEMENT OF JEWISH AND CHRISTIAN LEADERS

An Open Letter from Jews, Christians, and Allies

Israel Is America’s Friend. Jewish Safety Is Non-Negotiable.

October 29, 2026

To our fellow Americans:

We are Jewish rabbis, Christian lawmakers, and allies from across the United States. We write with grave
concern over statements and political associations of Dr. Abdul El-Sayed, Michigan’s Democratic nominee for
the United States Senate. His rhetoric regarding Israel, his response to an attempted massacre at a Michigan
synagogue, and his deliberate political associations raise serious questions about leadership, judgment, and
the responsibility to confront antisemitism.

Israel Is America’s Friend and a Strategic Asset to America. On October 19, El-Sayed told ABC News that
Israel is “not actually our friend.” He argued that an ally taking American money and pushing America into
unnecessary wars is no ally. He has also accused Israel’s government of having “done nothing but use us,”
accused its military of committing “full war crimes, genocide,” and called Israel “bloodthirsty” and an
“apartheid regime.”

Americans should debate particular Israeli policies, just as they debate the policies of any democratic ally.
But portraying an entire allied nation as an adversary that exploits the United States is a fundamentally
different proposition. El-Sayed devalues the extraordinary contributions of one of America’s most important
strategic partners.

[srael is a democracy, a beacon of freedom and human achievement in a region challenged by
authoritarianism and extremism. Since its founding in 1948, it has built a vibrant society distinguished by
scientific discovery, medical innovation, technological advancement, and democratic institutions, all while
defending its citizens against terrorism and persistent threats to its existence.

The U.S.-Israel alliance is not an act of charity. It is a partnership between two nations committed to
representative government and the rule of law, whose shared values and strategic interests make both
nations stronger.

Israel protects Americans. Israeli intelligence has repeatedly helped thwart terror threats against
Americans, both in the air and on the ground. The United States and Israel cooperate in advanced
technology, missile defense, and the protection of American and allied personnel at an often-unparalleled
level.

The question is not whether America can afford its partnership with Israel. It is whether America can afford
to weaken a partnership that contributes so profoundly to its own security. At a time of persistent terrorist
threats and growing regional instability, America is stronger when Israel is secure, and the free world is
better served when these two friends stand together.

AN OPEN LETTER FROM JEWS, CHRISTIANS, AND ALLIES | 1



Jewish Safety Is Not Negotiable. On March 12, a terrorist attacked Temple Israel in West Bloomfield,
Michigan, home to a synagogue and a preschool. The following day, El-Sayed released a video declaring that
“hurt people hurt people” and asked audiences to imagine a world without airstrikes in Lebanon or war in
Iran.

He explained away an attack on Jews in Michigan due to a war against terrorism 6000 miles away. Jewish
Americans are not representatives of a foreign government, and must never be made to answer for events
overseas.

In September, Michigan Jewish clergy asked El-Sayed to affirm five fundamental principles, beginning with
“Jewish safety, including for Zionist Jews, in Michigan and across America.” On October 21, having received
no response, they added that “your silence only deepens our concern.”

Jewish Americans, including Zionist Jews, are entitled to safety, equal protection, and full participation in
American life. Israel’s right to defend itself must never become a pretext for targeting Jews or supporters of
Israel in the United States. No American should face intimidation, discrimination, or violence because of
their Jewish identity, their support for Israel, or their commitment to the Jewish people’s right to self
determination. And these basic principles should not be up for debate.

Public Leadership Requires Moral Clarity. El-Sayed campaigned alongside Hasan Piker, a prominent
political streamer whose statements about Jews, Israel, and Hamas have provoked widespread
condemnation. According to campaign records, they appeared together on three separate occasions.

Piker has declared that “Hamas is 1,000 times better” than Israel, and that “It doesn’t matter if rape
happened on October 7th.” He also warned that if American Jews continue identifying themselves closely
with Israel, “eventually someone’s going to come around and take action... against American Jews.”

Only after Piker sparked intense pressure from fellow Democrats with that last comment did El-Sayed
distance himself. One must question what this reveals about El-Sayed’s personal judgment when the safety
and dignity of Jewish Americans are at stake.

El-Sayed’s earlier political record and the reported financial and organizational relationships also warrant
scrutiny. Those matters should be assessed on the basis of verified records, not insinuation. In particular, the
fact that he and his PACs have received hundreds of thousands of dollars from people associated with the
Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) and a fund associated with the Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR) should cause serious concern, given that both organizations were named as unindicted co
conspirators in the Holy Land Foundation trial regarding financing of terrorism.

Both are also associated with the Muslim Brotherhood, an organization supported by numerous members
of El-Sayed’s family. When challenged, he initially deflected rather than disavowed this group, so dangerous
and hostile to American freedoms and values.

Our Call to American Leaders. We call on every political leader who has endorsed El-Sayed to address the
concerns raised by his statements about Israel, his response to the attack on Temple Israel, and his repeated
campaign appearances with Piker. We ask them to affirm unequivocally that Israel is a valued American ally,
that Jewish Americans, including Zionist Jews, are entitled to equal protection and safety, and that violence
against Jews must never be explained away by reference to events in the Middle East.

We also call on American leaders of every party to condemn antisemitism without qualification, reject the
normalization of rhetoric that threatens or dehumanizes Jews, and defend the U.S.-Israel alliance as a
partnership that advances American security and democratic interests.
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We speak together as Jews, Christians, and allies because these principles transcend party and faith. The
defense of Israel and the protection of American Jews are complementary expressions of our commitment to
democratic freedom, religious liberty, and human dignity.

We ask Americans of every faith and political persuasion to stand with us in affirming two truths that must
never be in doubt:

Israel is America's friend, and Jewish safety is non-negotiable.

Respectfully,
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Rabbi Yoel Schonfeld Jason Rapert

President, Coalition for Jewish Values Founder & President of NACL

ADDITIONAL SIGNATORIES

William ]. Federer Rabbi Rashi Simon
NACL National Board of Advisors Member Kesher Kehillah

Rabbi Moshe B. Parnes Rabbi Jeremy Donath
Southern Regional Director Cong. Darchei Noam of Fair Lawn CJV Rosh Kollel, Hollywood
Community Kollel

Ariel Schochet Rabbi Shlomo Segal

David Elbaz Rabbi Joseph Kolakowski
YTY Congregation Havvoth Yair of Koblentz

Rabbi Jacob Teller Rabbi Mordechai Cohen
Jewish Education CEO- Traditional Jewish Consulting

Rabbi Bradley Beyer Rabbi Yehoshua Singer
Star-K Director, RITN

Chanan Spivak Rabbi David Sirull
Rosh Kollel, Portland Kollel Adas Yeshurun Synagogue

Rabbi Yosef Weinstock Yosef Chaim Pollak
Young Israel of Hollywood Yeshiva Gedolah Be’er Hatorah

Aryeh Markman Yaakov Rosenblatt
Aish LA Dallas Torah Center, Administrator

Rabbi Hershel D. Becker Grand Rabbi Y.A. Korff
Young Israel of Kendall Chaplain of the City of Boston

Rabbi Samuel Biber Moshe Zev Weisberg
Chicago Rabbinical Council Lakewood Community Center

Daniel Muskat Nachum Amsel
CCTC Director of Education, Destiny Foundation



AN OPEN LETTER FROM JEWS, CHRISTIANS, AND ALLIES | 3
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Bene Israel Congregation Torah for Nations

Gabbai Jonah Levant Jonathan Aryeh Seidemann Ahavas Yisrael of KGH Kehilath Ba€™nai
Torah Congregation

Rabbi David Daniel Rabbi Elie Cohen

Rabbi Yaakov Menken Rabbi Eli Rabinowitz
Executive VP, Coalition for Jewish Values Associate Director, Rabbinical Academy MYRCB

Nechemia Mond Rabbi Bentzi Epstein
Yad Yehuda of Greater Washington TORCH Dallas

Tsvi G. Schur Rabbi Joshua Mishkin
Rabbi Basil Herring Judge Jeremy Rovinsky

Rabbi Shlomo Hochberg Steven Zehnwirth
Rabbi Emeritus, Young Israel of Jamaica Estates Head of School, Torah Academy North Shore

Rabbi Dr. Michael Gottesman Rabbi Yehoshua S. Hecht Skokie Central Congregation Beth Israel
Chabad of Westport/Norwalk

David Bassous Rabbi Joel Landau
Rabbi Emeritus, Cong Eta Ahaim Congregation Adath Israel

Rabbi Mark S. Weiner R. Ribacoff
(LTC) U.S. Army (Retired) Executive Director - BGBC Eliezer Katz Rabbi Chaim

Glazer

Rabbi Azriel Blumberg Rabbi Yaakov Azose
Coordinator, KVH Kosher Certification Member, Sephardic Community Kollel Rabbi Eli Reidler

Albert Gabbai

Rabbi Yossef Dinim Dr. Billye Brim
IBBY-CJV Billye Brim Ministries

Eliezer Langer Mr. Sam Finkelstein
Schomre Israel Rabbi (Retired) Coalition for Jewish Values Rabbi Michael Cohen

Rabbi Shaul Gold

Yaakov Gross Rep. Reagan Paul
Teacher, JEWELS School State Representative, ME Rabbi David Kapenstein Moshe
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Rabbi Moshe Bomzer Rep. Mary Danielle Franson Vaad Hakashruth of Capital District
House of Representatives, MN
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Rabbi Jonathan Gewirtz Shaya Fox
Publisher, Migdal Ohr & DATA
Facebuker Shabbos Table Talk

Rabbi Daniel Olgin Sen. Lana Theis
Director, Maimonides Fellowship of Ohio State Senator, MI

Chaim Dovid Lapidus Rep. David Livingston
Rabbi Shaarei Chaim House of Representatives, AZ Rabbi Ari Galandauer Rabbi

Avrohom Eichenthal

Andrew Kaufman Matthew Faraci
Jerusalem Fellowships President Jewish Advisor, NACL

Rabbi Yitz Wyne Sen. Johnny Ray Salling
Inspiring Jews State Senator, MD

Rabbi Avrohom Bleich Laurence Aryeh Goetz
Cong Bnai Israel Hebrew Teacher, Etz Chaim Center

David Kallus Mark A. Pearson
Lev Hatorah Chairman of the Board and President, Institute for Christian Renewal

Meir Levin Rep. Elijah Pierick
Coalition for Jewish Values State Representative, HI Judah Z. Cohen Rabbi Pinchas Menachem

Fruchthandler

Yehoshua Karsh Rabbi Mark Hillel Kunis
Director, Torah Learning Center of Northbrook Congregation Shaarei Shamayim

Elliot Goldofsky Janet Porter
Young Israel of Jamaica Estates Faith2Action Ministries

Yakov Gruskin Rabbi Yerachmiel Fried
Beth Medrash Govoha Kollel Ohr Hashemesh

Rabbi Menachem Levine Travis Johnson
CEO, JDBY-YTT Lead Pastor, Pathway Church

Rabbi Yonah Gross Frank Gaffney
Congregation Beth Hamedrosh President, Institute for the American Future

Yerachmiel Udman Rep. Philip Green
DATA of Richardson State Representative, MI

Rabbi Naftali Karp Sen. Frank Carroll
Project Shoresh State Senator, AZ

Zea€ev Levin Rabbi Shimon Weiss



Rabbi Yerachmiel Morrison Chad Connelly
Director Ingredient Approval, Orthodox Union Founder & CEO, Faith Wins
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Rabbi Sander Goldberg Rep. Bob Titus
Congregation Nachal Chaim General Assembly, MO

Paro Sarkar Gideon Moskovitz

Michael A. Stevens Sr. Dr. Jim Garlow
Senior Pastor CEO, Well Versed

Rabbi Ezra Goldschmiedt Rev. Rosemary Schindler Garlow Congregation Sha’arei Torah
Co-Founder, Well Versed

Rabbi Pinchos Lipschutz Rabbi Shays Cherniak
Congregation Bais Bracha Yeshivas Mir Yerushalayim

Rabbi Aaron I Reichel, Esq. Andrew Wommack
Administrator, Harry and Jane Fischel Foundation Andrew Wommack Ministries & Charis Bible College

Eliyahu Zukierman Congressman Marlin Stutzman Yeshiva Derech Chaim US Congress,
IN

Boruch Leff Rabbi Daniel Fox
Torah Institute Darchei Noam Glenbrook

Rabbi Yosef Wikler Lucas Miles
Editor, Kashrus Magazine Senior Pastor, Nfluence Network

Matisyahu Meir Cohen Del. Richard William Metzgar Yeshiva Darchei Torah State
Delegate, MD

Rabbi Gil Rosen Shlomo Krasner
Rabbi Dr. Gershon C. Gewirtz Rabbi Ze’ev Smason

Rabbi Steven Pruzansky Rep. John R. McCravy 111
Coalition for Jewish Values State Representative, SC

Rep. Matthew Gambill Sen. Scott Hill
State Representative, GA State Senator, KS

Sen. W. Ted Alexander Rep. Dawn Wolf
State Senator, NC State Representative, KS

Rep. Doug Bankson Boruch Meir Leibowitz
State Representative, FL Retired- Young Israel of Canarsie

Rep. Sherri Brantley Rep. Richard McGrew
State Representative, KS State Representative, AR

Jenny Beth Martin Sen. George Burns
Chairman, Tea Party Patriots Citizen Fund State Senator, OK



Rep. Jaime Greene Sen. Paul Utke
State Representative, MI State Senator, MN

Rep. Mary Bentley Rep. Sandy Pickert
State Representative, AR State Representative, KS
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State Representative, AK Tyrnberry Village Synagogue

Sen. Julie McIntosh Rep. Gina Johnsen
State Senator, OK State Representative, MI

Rep. Courtenay Sprunger Rep. Mark Gidley
State Representative, MT State Representative, AL

Rep. E. Werner Reschke Rep. Susan Humphries State Representative, OR State
Representative, KS

Rep. Joseph A. Aragona Sen. Randy Grellner
State Representative, MI State Senator, OK
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